
Understanding Scholarly Lit on the Web  

 

What is the Internet?  I am not a technology expert, 

so let me strongly urge you to do a quick search at 

dictionary.reference.com and read for 

yourself.  These two paragraphs from Jargon File are 

a good introduction. 

Basically, the Internet is a collection of smaller 

networks resulting in a huge conglomeration of 

connections that provide virtually instant access to 

all kinds of information.  For publication, what this 

means is that the Internet is “simply” another 

technology that makes print available to the 

reader.  Paper is another kind of technology.  Each 

technology has advantages and disadvantages.  The 

Internet doesn’t kill trees but is still difficult to 

transport (at least until world- wide wireless is 

perfected).  Paper is portable, but degrades and has 

to be stored under climate controlled conditions.   

From the standpoint of making scholarly information 

available to readers, it’s important to understand that 

“e-based” sources are simply sources being made 

available in an electronic form.  The electronic form 

has two main versions:  html and pdf.  Hyper Text 

Mark Up (html) language is usually easier to read, 

navigate, and store but is somewhat less 

authoritative.  Portable Document Format (.pdf) is a kind of image file; sort of like a picture taken 

of the printed page that is published electronically.  Because the .pdf file looks exactly like the 

original, it is considered more authoritative and should be the version used for citing page 

numbers.  Being an image file, it takes up more storage “space”.  But both versions provide the 

same information and both are legitimate electronic forms for publication. 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

                                      

  

 

 

 

 

html version -- easy to read because                  .pdf version -- this is how article looks in print 

it doesn't have columns   

                         

Another “disadvantage” of the Internet is how difficult it is to manage what gets put where.  In 

print, scholarly publications are published in journals, the individual issues of which are annually 

bound.  Then, they are stored in a physical location with others of their kind.  Thus, in the “olden 

days”, learning about research was multi-sensory in that you had to walk into a real building, 

navigate its interior, and physically extract the object from a shelf.  While laborious, one learned 

about publication types because references were in one area, research journals in another, lay 

print (newspapers, magazines) in another, and fiction on a different floor entirely.  In addition to 

movement, the eyes were treated to a variety of images that clearly showed one type of document 

was different from another because they actually looked different from each other – cover art 

varied, text was arranged differently.  The brain formed a mental concept map that associated 

physical movement with visual reinforcement of information types altogether in a lovely, 

intellectually-nurturing bubble.  Such is rarely the case with the Internet.  There is nothing about 

an electronic or digital connection which in and of itself forces one kind of information to be in one 

place and another kind some place else.  Thus born were the search engine, the database, and an 

interface joining the two.  To add insult to injury, most host services pre-package the articles for 

the reader so virtually all the distinguishing visual information is eliminated.   

Understanding Screen Real Estate 

The images below are a screen shots of two different views of the same article.  The first is what the 

article "looks like" when you bring it up in EBSCO.  The second is what the publisher page looks like 

when the article is linked to from Pubmed. 

For each, identify the article's: publication facts; reading options; save options; sidebar 

functions; content on page; navigation options.   

 

 
 



 



 

 

                       

 


