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independently, providing room and board for 
boarders with a wide variety of occupations. 

Many of the boardinghouses on the Buffalo 
waterfront were combined with saloons. The 
saloon, rather than the dining room or parlor, 
provided the milieu for social interaction. Boarders 
and other patrons socialized, drank, and ate in 
the saloon. Boarders' meals may have been 
served there, reserving the kitchen/dining area 
for family use. 

Archaeological investigations at the Martin 
Phillips site in Buffalo, New York provided 
the opportunity to examine the material culture 
of 19th-century saloonhoardinghouse life. Of 
particular interest was the issue of how the family 
who ran the boardinghouse constructed their 
world, how they negotiated their interactions 
with boarders, and how they maintained family 
life within this particular social and economic 
context. 

The analysis of privy features has the potential 
to shed light on these social dynamics. Too 
often, the artifactual content of privies is studied 
in isolation; to glean all possible information from 
these features, they must be studied in context. 
That is, through an analysis of privy placement 
and configuration on the lot and privy construction 
techniques, as well as an analysis of the material 
culture contained within the privy vault, we gain 
insight into health and sanitation practices and 
purchasing patterns within a contextual framework. 
A comparison of several contemporaneous privies 
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ABSTRACT 

A contextual analysis of three privies excavated on the Buffalo 
waterfront yielded information about the structure of daily 
life in a 19th-century urban environment. The study of these 
features included the analysis of their structure and artifact 
content, as well as extensive investigation of the documentary 
record. This research afforded the opportunity to examine the 
distinctions between boarders and families in a boardinghouse 
context. Privies associated with a saloonhoardinghouse 
were compared with evidence from a single family home. 
The archaeological evidence suggested the differential use 
of teawares by the boardinghouse family as a means of 
distinguishing the familial unit within the larger boardinghouse 
population. Analysis also indicated that the boardinghouse 
family enjoyed a somewhat higher standard of living than 
the neighboring single family household. 

Introduction 

Life in a 19th-century boardinghouse represented 
an inherently unequal situation: the boardinghouse 
keepers controlled many aspects of the environment 
in which the boarders lived. Keepers exercised 
various degrees of control, depending upon the 
situation. For example, the boardinghouses at 
the Boott Mills in Lowell, Massachusetts were 
overseen by the corporation, and boardinghouse 
keepers were enlisted to further the goal of 
corporate control of workers' lives (Beaudry and 
Mrozowski 1989). In 19th-century Buffalo, New 
York (Figure l) ,  some boardinghouse keepers 
were tied to the grain industry and served as labor 
bosses. The bosses provided scoopers, laborers 
who performed the often risky job of transferring 
grain between ship and storage facility to specific 
grain elevators. Boardinghouse keepers who 
were former sailors often catered to sailors; 
whether they housed the crew from particular 
ships is unknown. Other boardinghouses worked 
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might further elucidate the roles of different 
members of the community, such as boardinghouse 
keepers and their families, boarders, and families 
living in private homes. 

Project Description 

In 1995 Dean & Barbour Associates, Inc. 
conducted a Stage 111 archaeological mitigation 
at the Martin Phillips site in downtown Buffalo, 
New York, prior to the construction of the Marine 
Midland Arena. The site is named after one 
of its late 19th-century occupants. A backhoe 
was used to remove recent overburden because 
the area had been highly disturbed. Stage 111 
excavation began with a test trench situated to 
reveal structural foundations or privies based on 
the configuration of an extant block of housing 
across the street from the site. Excavation 
continued by hand in units measuring IO ft.2 (0.9 
m2) separated by 2 ft. (0.6 m) balks. Most soils 
were screened through % in. (6.4 mm) mesh, 
with samples saved for flotation. 

The project area boundaries, as defined by 
19th-century maps, were Illinois Street to the east, 
Ohio and Elk streets to the south, Perry Street 
to the north, and ending just west of Love Alley 
(Figure 2). The addresses represented were 66 and 
68 Ohio Street and 2, 4, 6, and 8 Elk Street. The 
boardinghouse at 68 Ohio Street was selected to 
serve as the basis for this study. A comparandum 
will be provided by a private home/Store located 
nearby at 4 Elk Street. 

Historical Context: The First Ward 

In the 19th century the Martin Phillips block 
was part of Buffalo’s notorious First Ward, an 
area known for crime, vice, substandard living 
conditions, and poverty. At this time, Buffalo 
was a boom town, having been transformed from 
a sleepy frontier village by the opening of the 
Erie Canal in 1825. Buffalo served as the canal’s 
terminus, transporting people and goods between 
New York City and the Great Lakes. In the First 
Ward, the Erie Canal met the port of Buffalo. 
The combination of canallers and Great Lakes 
sailors was not always a felicitous one, and fights 
were not uncommon. In the mid-19th century, 
62% of First Ward inhabitants were foreign born 
(Gerber 1989: 123). While Irish settlement in 
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Figure 2. Location of the Martin Phillips site project area, 
based upon 1840 Decree of Partition. (Illustration by F. 
Tucci; courtesy of Dean & Barbour Associates, Inc.) 

Buffalo began as early as 18 17, a greater number of 
Irish arrived in Buffalo following the potato famine 
of the 1840s (Eberle and Grande 1987:74). Many 
Irish immigrants settled in Buffalo, particularly 
in the downtown area, where the bulk of the 
population remained throughout the 19th cen- 
tury (Seller 1979:26). Conflicts frequently 
occurred between immigrants of varying ethnici- 
ties: IrisH/German violence by mid-century, with 
IrisH/Italian violence in the third quarter of the 
century (Gerber 1989:136). 

The heart of the First Ward was the Canal 
District, known for bars and prostitutes. In fact, 
contemporary accounts refer to the area as the 
“Infected District” after fire destroyed much of the 
district’s wooden housing, and city officials were 
only too glad to clean out the area and rebuild it 
in brick (Henderson 1854:4). The Martin Phillips 
site, with its high concentration of sailors, lay just 
east of the Canal District, and was undoubtedly 
affected by its climate. The First Ward had 
the greatest concentration of police in Buffalo, 
and it earned the dubious distinction of having 
the greatest number of arrests (3,401 in 1886, 
comprising 35.6% of the city’s total) (Board of 
Police 1887). Citywide, the greatest number of 
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arrests were on charges of drunkenness, disorderly 
conduct, and vagrancy. The majority of those 
arrested were listed as laborers, followed by 
prostitutes and housekeepers (Board of Police 

Located near the waterfront, the project area 
must have been affected by the storms and floods 
from Lake Erie that occasionally swept the city. 
One such storm, the seiche or lake storm of October 
1844, caused significant destruction and drownings. 
“Hous e s were blown down- unroofed- cellars 
filled--in fact the great amount of damage was 
done almost instantaneously . . . it is probably 
safe to say that upwards of two hundred small 
buildings in the lower part of the city have been 
entirely destroyed or rendered untenantable . . . 
there is scarcely a house remaining in its original 
position on the other side of the creek” (Buffalo 
Daily Courier 1844). In October of 1886, another 
storm caused “great destruction of property with 
loss of life throughout the city and on the Lakes” 
(Pictorial Yearbook 1887:20). 

Something of the ambiance of the First Ward 
can be gleaned from the following general remarks, 
which follow the enumeration of the First Ward 
in the Erie County Census from 1875: “Times 
are dull. Very little work on docks for Laboring 
Men, except three elevators. NYC & HRRR Co 
are about to take lands lay tracks and erect a 
new Depot Which will cause the Razing of about 
30 old frame dwellings some flew] B[usiness ... 
houses 8 or 10 wholesale & as many retail. 
The Hamburg Canal flows slowly on As bad if 
not worse than ever” (Erie Co. Census [ECC] 
1875). 

Despite this decidedly gloomy description, 
other sources suggest that the First Ward was a 
vibrant community. The area was characterized 
by various trades and dealers, many related to 
the canal and lake traffic. There were also retail 
establishments nearby for area residents. In fact, 
the Elk Street Market, a large open marketplace 
located some six blocks away from the Martin 
Phillips site, offered a wide variety of goods. 
Other shops were located even closer to the site. 
For example, the 1860 Buffalo City Directory 
lists coppersmiths, iron merchants, lumber dealers, 
and saddle and harness makers at the junction 
of Elk and Ohio (Buffalo City Directory [BCD] 
1860). Leonard Clark sold groceries and provisions 
at 51 Ohio (BCD 1865), Mrs. Kate Crawford ran 
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a laundry at 56 Ohio (BCD l889), and boots and 
shoes were sold at 71, 63, and 46 Ohio (BCD 
1871). Mrs. Kate O’Rounce sold tobacco and 
cigars across the street at 69 Ohio (BCD 1871). 
These businesses would have been in competition 
for customers from the Martin Phillips site. 
The archaeological artifacts from the site must, 
therefore, be considered as tangible results of 
people exercising consumer choice, or “shopping as 
meaningFUL action” (Cook, Yamin, and McCarthy 
1996). 

Occupation and ethnicity were intrinsically 
linked in mid-19th century Buffalo (Stern 1987:35). 
“The impact of socioeconomic processes upon 
ethnic group formation was reinforced at Buffalo, 
because the functional division of labor was also a 
cultural division of labor, since each of the major 
ethnic solidarities tended to dominate a sector 
of the occupational structure” (Gerber 1989: 1 18). 
Irish occupations were often in seasonal industries, 
which led to and perpetuated their financial and 
social instability. Stereotypes of the Irish worker 
as lazy and shiftless, as well as a prevalent anti- 
Catholic sentiment, led to preferential hiring of 
members of other groups (Seller 1979:26-27). 
Irish workers made up a significant portion of 
Buffalo’s mid- 19th-century unskilled labor force. 
The work these laborers performed required 
of them only physical strength and the ability 
to endure repetitive tasks and afforded them 
little opportunity to acquire skills and advance 
professionally. This stands in contrast to their 
German counterparts who were often placed in 
apprenticeships where they had opportunities to 
master a skill and advance in the job market 
(Gerber 1989:125). Many Irishmen worked as 
longshoremen, while others worked as general 
laborers, mending the sea wall, digging slips, 
mending river and canal banks, and dredging 
(Gerber 1989: 125-126). Male hand labor earned 
$1.25 per day in 1875 (ECC 1875). 

A large number of Irishmen worked as scoopers 
in Buffalo’s grain elevators and were paid by the 
number of bushels off-loaded (Gerber 1989: 126). 
The elevators represented one of the reasons for 
Buffalo’s early success in the grain business. 
Elevators were storage units for incoming grain. 
Once loaded into an elevator, grain could be stored 
indefinitely, both for local sale and while awaiting 
shipment to other regions. Grain elevators were 
also used as manufactories, where grain was 
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dried, cleaned, and mixed (Levy 1940:3). From 
the Midwest, grain was shipped eastward through 
Buffalo. Here, the grain would be transferred 
from ships to train cars or canal boats, and carried 
to the east (Levy 1940:l). By the mid-19th 
century, Buffalo had become the largest grain 
port in the world. Thirteen million bushels and 
barrels of wheat were transported through the port 
city in 1846 alone. In 1860, 37 million bushels 
and barrels of flour and wheat were shipped 
through Buffalo (Gerber 1989:6). By this time, 
however, Buffalo’s predominance as a grain port 
had given way to Chicago as wheat production 
itself moved increasingly further west (Gerber 
1989:s). In 1896, the 38 elevators of Buffalo 
had a gross grain storage capacity of 16 million 
bushels. A number of grain elevators were located 
in the First Ward, several directly across the street 
from the Martin Phillips site. Waterfront industries 
such as the grain trade led to the settlement of 
immigrant groups in this area. 

Many of the poorest Irish lived in wasteboard 
huts along the waterfront. Others lived on 
abandoned boats. These ill-constructed homes 
were frequently destroyed by brutal storms (Gerber 
1989:124). Families often kept animals for 
their own use as well as for family-based dairy 
industries. Irish families were active in dairying, 
allowing their cows to graze along the riverfront. 
By 1859, approximately 40 First Ward families 
owned milk businesses (Gerber 1989: 124). The 
1875 census from the 4th district of the First 
Ward, where the project area is located, however, 
lists only 13 cows (ECC 1875). Some of the 
arrests mentioned above were for dairy-related 
crimes, such as selling oleomargarine or diluting 
milk (Board of Police 1888:49). 

Irish residents of the First Ward were referred 
to as “Shanty Irish” (Cullinan 1974:7). Given 
the poor quality of the dwellings they inhabited, 
many Irish could not afford to own their homes. 
In 1855, 30% of Irish household heads were 
homeowners, compared to 54% and 56% for 
German- and American-born households, respec- 
tively. These figures are even more striking given 
the fact that Irish homes, which were typically of 
wood plank construction, were of lower monetary 
value than others (Gerber 1989:124). As a 
means of supplementing their incomes, many 
Irish homeowners took in boarders; by 1855, 

29% of Buffalo’s Irish households had boarders 
(Gerber 1989:128). 

In 1855, 55% of Buffalo’s unmarried male 
population lived as lodgers or boarders (Glasco 
1978:165). Forty percent of Irish men in Buffalo, 
the vast majority of them single, lived this way. 
These Irish lodgers typically were newly migrated 
to the city, and tended to board with families of the 
same ethnic background (Glasco 1977: 127-128). 
Immigrant Irish women also tended to lodge 
with Irish families. Twenty-one percent of Irish 
women in Buffalo were lodgers in 1855. Of 
these, one-fourth resided with relatives. Others, 
who were able to find work in domestic service, 
lived in the homes of their native-born employers 
(Glasco 1978:165, 172). 

The majority of Buffalo’s lodging population 
was concentrated in the downtown commercial 
district with over a third residing in the First 
Ward. The 1875 census of the First Ward lists 
24 inns, hotels, and taverns. Most boarders 
lived in these commercial establishments (Glasco 
1978:170; ECC 1875). 

A boardinghouse often served as a substitute 
for family life, protecting migrating workers from 
outside forces. In Boston, “it was the family’s 
agent in the city, guiding the young migrant from 
the family home to marriage while keeping ties to 
family and community intact” (Peel 1986:813-814). 
Boarders often established relationships of “fictive 
kin” with their landlords (BeaudRY and Mrozowski 
1989:291). The extent to which this was true for 
the boarders at the Martin Phillips site and other 
boardinghouses on the block is uncertain. The 
nature of the scooper boss system, for example, 
contrasts in many ways with the paternalistic 
corporation model. Both systems, however, have 
in common their desire to oversee workers’ lives. 
Other boarders on the Martin Phillips block 
were sailors; it is unknown whether they worked 
independently or whether their ship assignments 
were dictated within a type of boss system. 

By the late 19th century, moral reformers decried 
the deleterious influences of boardinghouses upon 
a community. Despite these negative views, 
“in reality, the ability to take in lodgers on a 
regular basis and provide even basic services 
for them could only be managed at a certain 
level of income and organization” (Davidoff 
1979:69). Tasks of operating a boardinghouse 
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usually included cleaning, carrying water (and 
coal, if necessary), emptying waste water and 
chamber pots, making fires, and running errands 
(Davidoff 1979:82). At some boardinghouses, 
cooking and serving food was also a part of the 
boardinghouse keeper’s duties. 

Health and Sanitation 

Knowledge of contemporary health and sanita- 
tion issues is important in understanding the daily 
lives of those who lived on the Martin Phillips 
site in the 19th century. Understanding site 
formation processes is linked to understanding 
19th-century perceptions of health and sanitation. 
The following section will consider Buffalo’s 19th- 
century attitudes and behaviors regarding health 
and sanitation as evidenced by city ordinances 
and other sources. These beliefs may have been 
a contributing factor in the consumer behavior of 
the Martin Phillips site residents. 

Health and sanitation reform are intrinsically 
linked with innovations in water and waste facilities 
technology (Bell 1987:57; Howson 1992: 139). 
The discovery of bacteria in the late 19th century 
led to the increased understanding of the origin of 
disease, and the role of both personal and public 
cleanliness in its prevention (Melosi 1981:26; 
Ford 1994:49-50). While the new rhetoric of 
public health and sanitary reform may have 
reflected a “dominant ideal” for the 19th-century 
American sanitation movement, it is unlikely that 
the majority of citizens adopted these ideals or 
practices (Ford 1994:57). City ordinances supply 
the researcher with the desired conditions, but 
do not indicate whether or not these guidelines 
were closely followed and represent reality. The 
archaeological record can be used to flesh out 
the inconsistencies between the “desired” and the 
“experienced” (Bell 1987:5). 

The Buffalo Board of Health was organized 
in 1832, and mandated a number of sanitation 
improvements via city ordinances (Hill 1923:336). 
These improvements were often slowly realized, 
however. In 1853, the Annual Statement of 
Trade and Commerce noted that large numbers 
of sewers had been laid out in that year. In 
addition, many streets were graded and paved 
with flagging or plank walks (on outer streets), 
and gas and water pipes were installed (Henderson 

1854:4). The City Surveyor’s report for 1854, 
lists over 29 mi (47 km) of sewers within the 
old city limits (Henderson 1855:5). By 1887 the 
Aubobon [sic] Society was leading the campaign 
against dumping garbage in the Niagara River 
(Pictorial Yearbook 1888:13). The Tonawanda 
City Waterworks just north of Buffalo) took 
action against the City of Buffalo and its street 
commissioner for dumping refuse into the river. 
That same year, the Hertel Avenue sewer in 
north Buffalo was proposed, argued, and vetoed 
(Pictorial Yearbook 1888: 13). 

Efforts were made to keep the streets clean, as 
Buffalo’s street commissioner began a “crusade” 
against people who did not clean their sidewalks 
(Pictorial Yearbook 1887:24). In July 1887, 
street cleaning specifications were passed by 
the City Council (Pictorial Yearbook 1888:36). 
One month later, however, a complaint was 
lodged about dirty streets, and Buffalo’s “Health- 
Physician” proclaimed the need for better drainage 
and sewerage on East Side streets (Pictorial 
Yearbook 1888:41). In October 1887, the street 
commissioner prepared to award the street cleaning 
contract to a bidder (Pictorial Yearbook 1888:45). 
Perhaps the street cleaning problem was related to 
the comparatively low expenditure for this work. 
In the 1880s, Buffalo citizens paid an average of 
595 per year for street cleaning costs, a fee that 
translates to $34.00 per mile. In cities like New 
York, private citizens paid up to 71$ per year, a 
total of $1,870.00 per mile (Melosi 1981:44). 

A clean water supply was essential to the city’s 
growth and the health of its population. During 
the early 19th century, “Water John,” a German 
immigrant, delivered buckets of Lake Erie water 
to First Ward residents. In 1830, the Jubilee 
Water Works, with limited service to Black Rock 
(north of the Buffalo city limits), began delivering 
water through log pipes from the Jubilee natural 
springs (Brown and Watson 1981:47). Buffalo’s 
first major piped water system was implemented 
in 1852 by The Water Works Company who 
proclaimed 

our habitations soon became fitted up with bathing 
rooms, water-closets, and all those household improve- 
ments which have been brought to such great perfection 
by the art of plumbing, while out-houses and sinks of 
every description, which become so great a nuisance 
as population becomes dense, have nearly disappeared 
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from the center of the city. . . . While our sewerage Regulations were enacted to keep privies 
is very complete, the street inlets are too infrequent, 
and few of them are provided with proper stench-traps. 
This should be universal, as the often-times noxious 
effluvia from exposed sewers is one of our greatest 
dangers (Steele 1866:14). 

By 1874, more than 5,000 Buffalo homes were 
supplied with water. Of these, 3,310 had water 
closets (Tarr et al. 1984:231). Connection to the 
water system was not free. In 1868, the Buffalo 
City Water Works’ annual rate was $15.00 for a 
25 to 30 ft. (8 to 9 m) two-story dwelling. In 
private houses, water connection for bathtubs was 
$5.00 per tub for hot and cold water, and $4.00 
per tub for cold water only. Public houses paid 
$8.00 per tub. Prices for water closets in private 
residences ranged from $5.00 to $7.00 for the 
first unit, and $2.50 to $5.00 for each additional 
unit. It is unclear from the rate list whether the 
tub and water closet fees were supplemental to 
the $15.00 annual rate, or represented the sole 
charges for these services. Grocery, liquor, and 
drug stores were charged $10.00 to $35.00 for 
service. Bars, saloons, billiard saloons, and 
restaurants were charged $12.50 to $65.00. 
Special rates (unspecified) were available for 
boardinghouses, taverns, and hotels (Buffalo City 
Water Works 1868). 

Citizens who could not afford to pay for these 
services were forced to live in less than ideal 
environments. In 1880, about three-quarters of 
Buffalo’s urban households still relied on privies 
TARR et al. 1984:232). It has been noted that the 
order in which particular sections of a city received 
water services is related to the sociopolitical status 
of its inhabitants (Honerkamp and Council 1984). 
“A water company runs its pipes only into those 
streets which will pay; the poor cannot pay, and 
no stream flows to gladden their sight, to allay 
their thirst, or bathe their bodies. Every drop 
that flows has its price, and as it falls is watched 
with as jealous an eye as if it were expected 
that it would congeal into a diamond” (Newman 
1856:23). In Buffalo’s First Ward, there was 
neither a central water system nor private wells by 
the 1870s. First Ward residents drew their water 
from a well located at the corner of Terrace and 
Main streets (Buffalo Evening News 1972:B-5). 

clean and to prevent them from contaminating 
ground water. The 1852 Buffalo City Ordinances 
prohibited the removal of waste from privies 
between June 1st and September 15th. Furthermore, 
waste could only be removed from privies between 
the hours of 11 P.M. and 4 A.M. during the 
remainder of the year (Common Council of Buffalo 
1853:13). By 1885, a license was required in 
order to engage in privy cleaning. The law 
also required that the night soil “be removed 
and conveyed away by means of some odorless 
apparatus . . . said apparatus to be approved of 
by, and subject to such rules and regulations 
as the Board of Health may impose” (Common 
Council of Buffalo 1885:16). 

By 1893, it was not permissible to construct a 
privy in places where sewers made water closets 
accessible. Where this service was not available, 
privies were to be constructed of hard brick, be 
made water tight, and not exceed 75 (7 m3) in 
capacity. In addition, offensive odors were to be 
prevented from escaping the vaults (Almendinger 
1893:95). In its 1893 plumbing laws, the Health 
Department of Buffalo prohibited the construction 
of a privy within 10 ft. (3 m) of a street or 
highway (with the exception of an alley), or 
within 5 ft. (1.5 m) of the property boundary on 
which it was being built. The vaults were to be 
constructed in a manner that rendered them easy 
to access and clean. Furthermore, no privy was 
to be constructed within 50 ft. (15 m) of a well. 
Such privies were required to be water tight 
so that the soil around them would not become 
saturated with waste. These laws were consid- 
ered of the utmost importance, and carried a 
$25.00 fine for each violation (Almendinger 

Despite all of these efforts at cleanliness, 
contagious diseases took their toll. The 1875 
Erie County census noted, “the deaths of the past 
year have been above average from Scarlet Fever 
from July to November proving very fatal among 
children” (ECC 1875:26). The 1888 Pictorial 
Yearbook entry for 5 July states, “[clholera 
infantum finds many victims.” By 16 July the 
death toll had reached 179 (1887’s total was 
99) (Pictorial Yearbook 1888:35-36). By 23 

1893: 103-104). 



PeAa and Denmon--SOCIAL ORGANIZATION OF A BOARDINGHOUSE 85 

August the cholera had abated, but in autumn 
diphtheria was prevalent (Pictorial Yearbook 
1888141-45). 

The Martin Phillips Site Households 

68 Ohio Street 

In 1870, Henry Newman, an Irishman, leased 
the property at 68 Ohio Street where he lived with 
his 3 children (Gertrude, 17; Florence, 15; and 
Henry, 12) and 1 Irish servant, Anna Gallagher, 
age 22. In 1871, Newman’s boardinghouse at 
68 Ohio appeared in the City Directory; in 1875, 
his enterprise was listed as a saloon. The 1875 
census listed Henry Newman, his wife, Gertrude, 
and their children, Henry (age 17) and Florence 
(age 20). Their daughter, Gertrude, would have 
been 22 by this time and presumably not living 
with the family. The Newmans also had a 
servant, Jane Mustard, who was 23 years old 
(ECC 1875). 

In the 1880 census, Henry Newman’s property 
was described as a boardmghouselsaloon, and he 
was listed with two of his children (Henry, age 
21, clerk, and Gertrude, age 24, housekeeper). 
Florence was not included in the census. Jane 
Mustard, the servant, continued to reside with the 
Newmans. The elder Henry, age 53, was born 
in Ireland, but his wife and both children were 
born in New York State (U.S. Census 1880). 
By 1889, Jeremiah McMahon had taken over 
Henry Newman’s saloon and boardinghouse at 
this address (BCD 1889). 

The 1875 census recorded nine male boarders 
who resided at 68 Ohio Street; five from Ireland, 
and one each from Scotland, Maine, Massachusetts, 
and Pennsylvania. Two boarders were laborers, 
one a mechanic, one a bootmaker, and five were 
sailors on the lakes. By 1880, Newman housed 
36 boarders, all male. All of the boarders were 
sailors; five were married, one was widowed, 
and the rest were single. Ten were from New 
York, eight from Ireland, six from Canada (one a 
Nova Scotian), three each from New England and 
Germany, two each from England and Scandinavia, 
and one each from Scotland and Holland. Of 

the 13 born in the United States, five had at least 
one parent who was born in Ireland or Scotland. 
There were two pairs of brothers in the group, 
and one person was listed with the title “Captain 
John Dissett” (U.S. Census 1880). 

One of the boarders, sailor Edward Francis 
from Massachusetts, was listed in both the 1875 
and 1880 censuses. The remaining 35 boarders 
were not listed in any other censuses or other 
records found to date, so it is not known how 
long they lived at 68 Ohio, whether they always 
stayed there while in port at Buffalo, or whether 
they all worked together on the same ship. In his 
history of Buffalo, David Gerber (1989:275) noted 
that most Great Lakes sailors were non-resident 
workers. He states, “in port they continued to 
live together, either aboard ship, or for more 
extended periods, in one of the dockside sail- 
ors’ boardinghouses.” Many of those who ran 
boardinghouses for sailors were former seamen 
themselves, and they were often willing to give 
personal loans and credit to their sailor boarders 
and lodgers (Gerber 1989:276). 

Deed records indicate that the 68 Ohio lot 
measured 16 ft., 8 in. x 80 ft (5 x 24 m). According 
to the Sanborn Insurance Map (Sanborn Map 
Company 188l), the main structure was brick, 
three stories tall, and approximately 50 ft. (15 
m) in length. A 15 ft. (4.5 m) long brick rear 
single-story structure with a 25 ft. (8 m) addition 
marked “one story wood frame shed” stood behind 
the 3-story structure. A double privy, designated 
Features 3 and 4, was identified in this area 
at the back of the property. The reasons for 
constructing a double-vault privy are unclear. 
They may be related to concerns about sanitation, 
stability, access, or social boundaries. 

Feature 3 

Excavations revealed a dark wood-lined complex 
divided into two sections by a line of wood. The 
western half was designated as Feature 3 while the 
eastern half was Feature 4. Feature 3 measured 3 
ft., 8 in. (1.11 m) east-west x 3 ft., 6 in. (1.06 m) 
north-south. Both Features 3 and 4 were quartered, 
and opposite sides of each layer removed. All soils 
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were screened through % in. (6.4 mm) wire mesh. 
Profiles of the sides were drawn and photographed, 
and the other quarters subsequently removed. 

The uppermost layer of Feature 3 consisted 
of a chalky, white lime substance, and measured 
approximately 2 ft. (0.6 m) in depth. Below 
were two strata differentiated only by subtle soil 
consistencies. Layer 2 measured approximately 1 
ft. 6 in (0.46 m), and had a terminus post quem 
of 1888. This date was based upon the presence 
of a Peterson Bros. medicine bottle. Peterson 
Bros., a Buffalo-based company, was listed in 
the city directory from 1888 to 1896 (BCD 
1888-1896). The base of the bottle bears a patent 
date of June 1888. Layer 3 of Feature 3 measured 
approximately 1 ft., 3 in. (0.31 m) deep. This 
layer appears to date to the last quarter of the 19th 
century, based upon the presence of manganese 
glass (Jones and Sullivan 1989:13). A fourth 
layer was characterized by dark olive-gray soil 
and measured approximately 1 ft, 6 in. in depth. 
A terminus post quem of ca. 1877 was established 
for this layer, based upon the presence of a 
Radway’s Ready Relief bottle (Fike 1987:74). 

All the walls of Feature 3 were lined with 
wood planks. Those along the east wall, dividing 
Features 3 and 4, were aligned vertically; the 
other walls contained horizontal planking. On 
the north and east walls were fragments of a 
flaky yellowish coating, probably plaster. The 
dense concentration of artifacts within Feature 3, 
as well as the presence of loam, clay, and slag 
rather than night soil indicated that the deposit 
represented a single housekeeping episode, rather 
than the accumulation of material over time. 

Feature 4 

Feature 4 was located just east of and adjacent 
to Feature 3, representing the other side of the 
double privy. This feature also measured 3 ft., 
8 in. (1.11 m) east-west x 3 ft., 6 in. (1.06 m) 
north-south. As with Feature 3, Feature 4 was 
quartered, and otherwise similarly excavated. All 
soils were screened through % in. (6.4 mm) wire 
mesh. Layer 1 of Feature 4, however, did not 
contain any of the lime substance found in Layer 
1 of Feature 3. Layer 1 measured approximately 
6 in. (15 cm) deep, and had a terminus post 
quem of 1865 based upon the presence of a John 
Howell bottle. This bottling company was in 

operation in Buffalo from 1865 to 1880 (BCD 
1865-1880). Below Layer 1 was a brown, gravelly 
layer containing slag and occasional patches of 
clay. This layer, Layer 2, was assigned a terminus 
post quem of ca. 1840 based upon the presence of 
an unscalloped impressed shell-edged whiteware 
sherd (Miller and Hunter 1990:117). Layer 2 
measured approximately 9 in. (23 cm) in depth. 

Layer 3 of Feature 4 was a layer of decayed 
wood approximately 3 in. (8 cm) thick. At one 
time it was a solid layer, presumably laid down 
in order to cap the privy. Lime was noted above 
the wood. Little dating evidence was available 
from Layer 3 other than a pipe stem pre-dating 
189 1. The decayed wood could have been a cap 
placed over an older privy deposit. 

Below the wood, Layer 4 was a layer of clayey 
soil approximately 8 to 12 in. (20 to 30 cm) 
thick. This stratum was assigned a terminus 
post quem of 1842 based upon the presence of a 
flow blue transfer-printed teaware sherd (Miller 
1993:3). The underlying layer, Layer 5 ,  had 
a terminus post quem of 1854 based upon the 
presence of a Howell & Smith bottle. This 
company was in operation in Buffalo from 1854 
to 1865 (BCD 1854-1865). Layer 5 measured 
approximately 7 in. (18 cm) in depth. 

The wood-lined walls in Feature 4 were of 
similar construction to those in Feature 3 but 
were somewhat less well-preserved. Throughout 
Feature 4, the majority of the artifacts were found 
around the sides and corners of the unit; very 
few artifacts were found in the center. This may 
be an indication that this privy vault had been 
cleaned out shortly before its closure. The lime 
above the wood layer may have been used to 
deodorize the newly cleaned privy. 

4 Elk Street 

In 1850, John Coleman was listed in the City 
Directory as selling cigars at 4 Elk Street. He 
appeared in the 1870 U.S. Census with his wife 
and daughter. His personal property was worth 
$300, and he ran a retail store. Coleman and 
his wife were Irish, but their daughter was born 
in New York. John Coleman was again listed 
in the City Directory in 1871. In the 1874 City 
Directory, Joseph Edger was listed as shoemaker 
at 4 Elk. Michael Corcoran, another shoemaker, 
was listed at 4% Elk Street. In 1880, John 
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TABLE 1 
MINIMUM NUMBER OF VESSELS 
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Form Feature 3 Feature 4 Feature 13 

Bowls, Large 
Bowls, Small 
Bowls, Tea 
Bowls, Vegetable 
Chamber Pots 
Creamers 
Crocks 
Fruit Stands 
Jugs 
Milk Pans 
Mugs 
Pitchers 
Plates 
Plates, Small 
Platters 
Platters, Oval 
Platters, Hexagonal 
Saucers 
Soup Plates 

Tea Cups 
Tureens 
Total MNV 
Number of Forms 

sugars 

3 
2 
15 
2 
21 
1 
1 
1 
5 
3 
5 
6 

21 
3 
1 
2 
1 

56 
2 
1 

32 
2 

186 
22 

*Feature 3 also includes 5 flower pots. 

Bourklund, a Swedish sailor, and his wife Maggie, 
of Canadian birth, were listed in the census at 
this address. Although Maggie was entered as a 
housekeeper on the census (U.S. Census 1880), 
city directories listed her as a tobacconist (BCD 
1880). In 1889, the city directory listed Mrs. 
Catherine McCabe as running a cigar store and 
confectionery at 4 Elk Street. By 1900, James 
Lee had purchased both 4 and 6 Elk, and the 
census listed the two as a single dwelling (U.S. 
Census 1900). Lee lived there with his wife 
Ellen, his son, James Jr. (a bookkeeper), and 
daughter, Jennie (a “candy store owner”) (U.S. 
Census 1900). 

On the 1854 Sanborn Insurance Map, the 4 Elk 
structure measured 10 x 25 ft. (3 x 8 m) In 1881, 
the building was drawn as a two and one-half 
story frame structure (Sanborn Map Company 
1881). By 1889, 2 one-story frame rear additions 
measuring 5 x 10 ft. (1.5 x 3 m) were depicted 
(Sanborn Map Company 1889). The privy referred 
to as Feature 13 was identified in this rear area 
of the 4 Elk Street property. 

0 
1 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
8 
2 
4 
0 
0 
9 
0 
0 
7 
0 
34 
9 

0 
2 
3 
1 
7 
1 
3 
1 
0 
0 
0 
2 
13 
3 
2 
2 
2 
15 
0 
0 
12 
0 
69 
15 

Feature 13 

Feature 13 was also a square wood-lined privy, 
more solid in its construction than Features 3 
or 4. Feature 13 was only partially excavated 
due to time constraints; the eastern end extending 
underneath a balk was not removed. Of the 
excavated portion of the feature, the west wall 
measured 4 ft. (1.2 m), the south wall 2 ft., 7 
in. (0.75 m), and the north wall 2 ft., 2 in (0.66 
m). The feature was located just east of a stone 
foundation, which ran in a north-south direction. 
The feature’s wooden side planks were positioned 
vertically, and wooden footers extending 3 in. 
(9 cm) into the feature were observed at the 
base of all three exposed walls. The feature was 
excavated as a single layer by shovel and trowel. 
A terminus post quem of 1875 was established 
for the feature based upon the presence of a 
Lightning stopper (Jones and Sullivan 1989: 162). 
The soil was a very dark gray mixture of loam 
and clay. There were 3 x 4 in. (8 x 10 cm) 
wooden footers at the bottom of the feature. A 
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wooden barrier located just a few inches west of 
Feature 13 ran roughly parallel to the western 
wall. The space between Feature 13 and the wall 
was filled with a dark brown clay. The wooden 
barrier may have served as a fence, or may 
represent a reinforcement of the privy. 

While Feature 13 was identified as a single privy, 
this cannot be established with certainty because 
a portion of the feature remained unexcavated 
beneath a balk. Nonetheless, some differences in 
construction technique may be noted. Feature 13 
was built of heavy, upright boards with footers 
extended into the privy pit, indicating a very 
sound construction method. In contrast, the 
walls of Features 3 and 4, were composed of 
more lightweight horizontal planking, except for 
the wall separating the two vaults, which was 
constructed of upright boards. The dissimilarities 
between the Newman privies (Features 3 and 4) 
and the Coleman privy (Feature 13) may reflect 

a difference in household composition. The 
more substantial construction of Feature 13 may 
indicate that the builders intended it to be used 
for a long period of time, while less concern for 
permanence was exhibited in the construction of 
Features 3 and 4. 

Artifact Analysis 

Two categories of artifacts were selected 
for analysis, whitewares and tobacco pipes. 
Researchers considered that these items had the 
greatest potential to yield information that might 
differentiate between the Newman family, their 
boarders, and the family living at 4 Elk Street. 
Additional classes of artifacts recovered from the 
features have been examined by other research- 
ers. Faunal material from Features 3 and 13 
was analyzed by Elizabeth Scott (Scott 1997), 
and Gerard Thomas has studied the glass bottle 

Figure 3. 
Associates, Inc.) 

Venus pattern transfer-printed teawares. (Photo by T. Wright Mauer; courtesy of Dean & Barbour 
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assemblage (Thomas 1998). Their contributions 
augment the evidence provided by the whiteware 
and tobacco pipe assemblages. 

In considering the artifact assemblages, it 
is important to remember the wide variety of 
purchasing options available to the residents of 68 
Ohio and 4 Elk at the nearby Elk Street Market 
as well as many local shops. In addition to 
artifacts’ sources, however, interpretation must 
acknowledge the active role of household members 
as purchasers. While certain items may have 
been created with specific goals (e.g., Josiah 
Wedgwood’s ceramic was marketed as “Queen- 
sware” to take advantage of his royal association), 
these meanings were not necessarily perceived 
or accepted by the people who purchased and 
used the goods. The meaning of the artifacts 
was altered as they changed hands from producer 
to consumer. 

White wares 

The minimum number of vessels (MNV) for 
Feature 3 whitewares was 186, representing 22 
different forms, with an average of 8.5 vessels 
per form (Table 1). Over 64% of the vessels 
were teawares. Several pieces appear to have 
been purchased as parts of matching sets. These 
include a hand-painted teacup, saucer, and pitcher; 
two matching shell-edged plates (one large and 
one small); three blue transfer-printed teacups 
with landscape scenes in the Venus pattern, a 
single matching saucer; two small plates; and one 
small bowl (Figure 3). There were paneled blue 
transfer-printed teacups that did not match, but one 
may have been purchased in an attempt to match 
the other. While the majority of the tablewares 
were plain, several were molded in Gothic panels, 
oak leaflacorn patterns, or in an egg-and-dart- 
like motif. Among the undecorated tableware 
from Feature 3 was a plate with the letters “ E R  
scratched on the back. It is tempting to speculate 
that this vessel is related to plates found elsewhere 
on the site; one bore the incised name of “Walker” 
on the back, and the other was inscribed with a 
“W.” This might suggest that a boarder named 
Walker was labeling plates to reserve them for his 
own use, a practice not uncommon in boarding 
or lodging situations. George Miller’s economic 
scaling for the Feature 3 deposit yielded figures 
of 1.17 for tableware and 2.65 for teaware (Miller 

1991). Since the base of the economic scale is 
1 .O, it is evident that spending money on tableware 
was not a high priority. In contrast, the figure for 
teaware (2.65) is considerably higher. Clearly, 
the Newman household spent quite a bit more, 
proportionately, on teawares than tablewares. 

In the adjacent privy vault, Feature 4, the 
assemblage differed in several ways from the 
Feature 3 whitewares. The sherds were fewer 
in number and smaller in size, perhaps because 
the privy had been cleaned out. Small artifacts 
remained along the vault’s walls, but the center of 
the privy was largely artifact-free. The MNV for 
Feature 4 was only 34, with 8 forms represented, 
an average of 3.8 vessels per form (Table 1). Fifty 
percent of the vessels were teawares. Several of 
the vessels (two plates and single examples of 
small plates, teacups, teabowls, saucers, and small 
platters) were blue transfer-printed whiteware of 
the Venus pattern matching those from Feature 3 
(Figure 3). There were a few pieces unique to 
Feature 4, such as red and redblue sponge-painted 
saucers with one matching cup. Only one Gothic 
pattern vessel (a teacup) was noted. While 
the small sample size makes these calculations 
somewhat tenuous, Miller’s scale was applied in 
order to compare Feature 4 with Feature 3, to 
ascertain whether the two separate vaults were 
utilized differently (e.g., one for the family, the 
other for the boarders). A figure of 1.82 was 
derived for the tablewares from Feature 4, while 
teawares measured slightly lower (1.75). It is 
difficult to attribute the distinction between 
Features 3 and 4 to different privy users because 
of the small sample size of this assemblage. The 
ceramic analysis is unable to support or refute the 
notion that Feature 4, which had been cleaned, was 
the family’s privy, and Feature 3, which had not 
been cleaned, was for the boarders’ use. 

Feature 13, the privy associated with a small 
store and single family home at 4 Elk Street, 
produced an MNV of 69 included 15 forms, with 
4.6 examples of each form. Only 39% of the 
ceramics were teawares, compared with 50% and 
64%, respectively, for Features 4 and 3. While 
there were some matching or nearly matching 
pieces, they were mostly undecorated molded 
whiteware. Economic scaling calculations resulted 
in 1.67 for tablewares and 1.90 for teawares. In 
this case, the expenditures for table and teawares 
were fairly balanced, in contrast to the variance 
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between those figures for the Newman’s privy 
(Feature 3). It may be useful to examine the 
disparity between expenditures on teawares and 
tablewares more closely. 

To interpret this difference in ceramic expen- 
diture, it is worth noting that Newman’s property 
had a higher value than his neighbors’ (ECC 1875). 
The faunal material recovered from Features 3 
and 13 also reflects Newman’s higher economic 
position. A greater proportion of high quality 
beef, pork, and mutton cuts were represented in 
the Newman privy (Scott 1997:121). Newman’s 
more costly teawares may simply represent more 
expendable income. 

Economic factors, however, cannot hlly explain 
why the Newmans chose to spend their money on 
teawares. We must consider the meanings with 
which the teawares were imbued. Perhaps the 
Newmans served meals to boarders in a rather 
utilitarian way, whereas teawares remained within 
the family circle. The teawares may represent 
an attempt by the Newman family to define 
their familial unit even while living amidst large 
numbers of transient male boarders PENA 1997). 
In Diana Wall’s (1994) study of women’s roles 
in late 18th- and early 19th-century middle and 
upper class households in New York City, she 
notes that by the 1860s, many apartment-dwelling 
families lacked parlors for formal entertaining 
and were unlikely to have participated in the 
competitive display of the tea ritual. Some 
boardinghouses promoted a familial ambiance, as 
did those at Lowell, Massachusetts where the Boott 
Mills corporation expected the boardinghouse 
keeper to exercise moral authority over the mill girls 
who lived there (Beaudry and Mrozowski 1989). 
There is no hint that the Newman boardinghouse 

Mark 

did so. In fact, considering the makeup of the 
Newman boardinghouse population (36 male 
sailors between 19 and 52 years of age), it seems 
highly unlikely that the boarders and the Newmans 
lived as one happy (or even dysfunctional) family. 
The teawares in the Newman household were not 
intended as a means of competitive display, but 
rather served to set the family unit apart from 
the boarders in an attempt at self-definition and 
boundary establishment and maintenance. 

Clay Tobacco Pipes 

During the 19th century, smoking behavior and 
smoking equipment were closely tied to social 
class. Working-class men and women commonly 
smoked short-stemmed pipes, while middle-class 
men favored long-stemmed pipes. Women of 
the upper classes avoided smoking altogether 
(Mrozowski et al. 1996:68). A short-stemmed 
pipe allowed its user to smoke while working. 
Longer-stemmed pipes required that the smoker 
concentrate upon the activity, and were associated 
with those who smoked as a leisure activity 
(Cook 1989:216). 

Price was also a consideration in the selection 
of smoking equipment. Clay pipes, once the 
most commonly used type for all social classes, 
were the least expensive variety of pipe, ranging 
from 50# to $1.20 per gross. Brier pipes, carved 
from the root of the White Heath, were more 
expensive, but went down in price during the 
1850s, making them more accessible to the middle 
class (Oxford English Dictionary 1971:llOl; 
Cook 1989:215, 218). Middle- and upper-class 
men also began to smoke cigars during this time 
(Mrozowski et al. 1996:68). By the end of the 

TABLE 2 
MARKED PIPE STEM FREQUENCIES 

Feature 3 Feature 4 Feature 13 
n Yo n Yo n % 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Bannerman Glasgow 1 7.1 
Davidson Glasgow 1 7.1 
Peter Dorni 3 21.5 
Gambier a Paris 4 28.6 4 100 1 100 
McDougall Glasgow 3 21.5 
W. White Glasgow 1 7.1 
Real Woodstock Pipe 1 7.1 
Total 14 100.0 4 100 1 100 
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19th century, the clay tobacco pipe was almost 
exclusively associated with the working class 
(Cook 1989:218). 

The manner of smoking was another indication 
of social standing. Late 19th-century middle-class 
convention held that smoking was an exclusively 
indoor activity. Working-class people smoked 
both in and out of doors, and during both work 
and leisure activities (Cook 1989:219). The 
physical setting in which the act was performed 
was as telling an indicator of social status as the 
pipe itself. Statements made through the use 
of items of material culture such as clay pipes 
were messages to members of both the “in” and 
‘‘out” groups (Cook 1989:229). Decorated and 
modified pipes not only identified the smoker as 
a member of a particular group, but also excluded 
certain others from that group. Since the act of 
smoking crossed all social and ethnic boundaries, 
it was the setting in which the activity took place, 
the manner in which it was performed, and the 
type of smoking apparatus employed that drew 
the class, ethnic, and political boundaries. While 
the artifacts themselves serve as tools for the 
understanding of past interaction, the true messages 
were bound up in these meaningful acts. 

The most common pipes found on 19th-century 
American sites were manufactured in Glasgow, 
Scotland. Among the most popular pipemakers 
were William White, Thomas Davidson, and 
Duncan McDougall (Walker 1983: 12). Pipes 
associated with each of these manufacturers were 
excavated from Feature 3 of the Martin Phillips 
site (Table 2). A single pipe stem from the 
feature was manufactured by another Scottish 
pipemaker, Bannerman of Glasgow. 

Several French pipes were recovered from 
Features 3, 4, and 13. While French pipes were 
known for their outstanding quality, those found 
on American sites are generally more poorly 
made. The finest French pipes were manufactured 
by Gambier of Paris (Walker 1983:25). Four 
stems of this type were recovered from Feature 
3, four from Feature 4, and one from Feature 13. 
Three pipe stems embossed with the name of Peter 
Dorni, another well-known French pipemaker, 
were recovered from Feature 3. Dorni’s designs 
and logo were widely imitated, so it is unlikely 
that these stems were actually manufactured by 
Dorni (Walker 1983:30-33). 

Figure 4. Home Rule pipe recovered from Feature 3. 
(Illustration by Nancy Johnson-Smith; courtesy of Dean & 
Barbour Associates, Inc.) 

Feature 3 also yielded a single clay tobacco 
pipe incised with the Irish nationalist motto “Home 
Rule” and a harp (Figure 4). Pipes such as these 
instantly identified the users’ political and ethnic 
affiliations. Several TD pipes were represented in 
the assemblage. The initials T. D. referred to a 
particular manufacturer at one time, but eventually 
came to refer to an inexpensive general category 
of clay tobacco pipes manufactured by any number 
of pipemakers (Petersen 1963:2-3). Eight TD 
bowls were recovered from Feature 3, and two 
from Feature 13. The two specimens represented 
in Feature 13 were decorated. One of the bowls 
features the letters “TD” surrounded by 13 
embossed stars. The other has a raised cross- 
hatched motif in addition to the 13 stars. This 
style grew in popularity in the United States 
during the War of 1812, and remained popular 
into the mid-19th century (Reid 1977:55). These 
pipes have been noted as reflecting patriotism 
(Walker 1966:89; Humphrey 1969:25). Pipes with 
patriotic motifs recovered at Five Points in New 
York City were thought to indicate participation 
in local trade unions. Patriotic motifs would have 
reinforced a commitment to both America and 
working class ties (Yamin 1997:52). 

Two brier pipes were represented in the privy 
assemblages, one from Feature 3, and another in 
Feature 13. These pipes were more expensive 
than their white clay counterparts. One of the clay 
tobacco pipe bowls recovered from Feature 3 was 
octagonal in shape. This form is an imitation of 
a brier pipe form (Humphrey 1969:30). 

Some differences in the pipes from Features 3, 
4, and 13 may be noted, and these differences may 
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be meaningFUL in interpreting the features. The 
“Home Rule” pipe was recovered from Feature 
3, one of the privies associated with the saloon/ 
boardinghouse at 68 Ohio Street, where a number 
of Irish sailors lived. This pipe suggests an active 
interest in Irish political affairs. The documentary 
record is filled with references to meetings of the 
Buffalo branch of the Irish National League and 
other local organizations supporting the cause for 
Irish independence (Pictorial Yearbook 1888:15, 
39, 43, 46, 58). In contrast, the patriotic TD 
pipes from Feature 13, the privy on the 4 Elk 
Street property, might represent an attempt to 
assimilate into American mainstream society, 
perhaps by participating in a trade union and 
displaying patriotic symbols. This is of particular 
interest because the family at 4 Elk, the Colemans, 
were from Ireland themselves. The pipes recovered 
from Features 3, 4, and 13 may be representative 
of a discourse between First Ward residents in 
which they proclaimed their beliefs, loyalties, 
and aspirations. 

Examination of other categories of material 
culture from the Martin Phillips site may contribute 
further to our understanding of social relations 
at the boardinghouse. For example, preliminary 
analysis of the glass bottles recovered from the 
privies suggests that the soda pop and mineral 
water bottle assemblage may also be representative 
of a social discourse (particularly temperance) 
allowing for “the public display of a temperate 
fraternity” which served to “solidify social bonds 
between individuals” (Thomas 1998: 10). 

Conclusions 

The archaeological excavations at the Martin 
Phillips site have provided a window into life on 
the Buffalo waterfront in the second half of the 
19th century. This part of the city, the notorious 
First Ward, was known for filth and poverty. 
In actuality, documentary and archaeological 
evidence indicates that the ward was an area of 
robust commercial activity, where residents had 
access to a wide variety of goods and services. 
This difference between perception and reality 
has been noted on other 19th-century urban sites, 
and may be related to the inability of the nativist 

elite to accept the sudden influx of immigrants 
and their divergent ways (Yamin 1997). 

In the First Ward, canallers worked at the 
Erie Canal’s terminus, sailors took to the Great 
Lakes, and laborers worked at the varied trades 
associated with canal and lake traffic. For many 
First Ward residents, domestic life was played out 
in the neighborhood’s boardinghouses and saloons. 
While the population was largely transient, the 
boardinghouses offered some stability. Sailors 
and canallers may have been less stable, due to 
the nature of their jobs. Such information is often 
difficult to find in the documentary record, as most 
census counts did not enumerate boarders. 

The archaeological evidence reveals some 
differences between the salooN/boardinghouse 
features and the private home/Store privy. Features 
3 and 4, the double privy vaults associated with 
the salooN/boardinghouse at 68 Ohio Street, were 
constructed of fairly thin planks. That Feature 
13, associated with a private home and store at 4 
Elk Street, was of more substantial construction 
suggests that it was built with a greater degree of 
permanence in mind. The ceramics in Features 
3 and 4 together suggest that the Newman family 
andor the boarders at 68 Ohio Street may have 
enjoyed a higher standard of living than did the 
Coleman family at 4 Elk Street, based on the 
number of teawares and the relatively costly 
decorative types. The Newmans’ expenditure 
on decorated teawares, however, may have been 
related to more than just economics, as they may 
have served to identify and separate the Newman 
family group from the household’s boarders. The 
ceramics from the Coleman assemblage were more 
modest than those from the Newman property, 
suggesting that the Colemans’ budget was small 
and did not allow for much luxury. The Coleman 
family, living alone, would have had no particular 
need to set themselves apart as a discrete unit. 
Distinctions are evident in the pipe assemblages 
as well. A “Home Rule” pipe from Feature 3 
is tied to the Irish, working class composition of 
the 68 Ohio Street boarders, while the patriotic 
TD pipe from Feature 13 suggests the Colemans’ 
desire to achieve success by supporting a trade 
union and joining the mainstream. The differences 
between the 68 Ohio and 4 Elk assemblages 
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illustrate the diversity that characterized the First 
Ward. A contextual analysis of three privy features 
from the Martin Phillips site thus yields specific 
information about the structure and variety of daily 
life on the 13th-century Buffalo waterfront. 
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