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THE SECOND BOOK OF MOSES, 

CALLED 

EXODUS 

1 Now these are the names of the children of Israel, which came into Egypt; 
every man and his household came with Jacob. 2Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and 

Judah, 3Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, 4Dan, and Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. 
5And all the souls that came out of the loins of Jacob were seventy souls: for 
Joseph was in Egypt already. 6And Joseph died, and all his brethren, and all that 
generation. 7 And the children of Isreael were fruitful, and increased abundantly, 
and multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and the land was filled with them. 

8 Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph. 9And he 
said unto his people, Behold, the people of the children of Israel are more and 
mightier than we: 10come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply, and 
it come to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they join also unto our ene
mies, and fight against us, and so get them up out of the land. II Therefore they 
did set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their burdens. And they built 
for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses. 12But the more they afflicted 
them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they were grieved because of the 

1:1-15:21 Israel in Egypt. The book of Exodus may be divided into two halves, the first set in 
Egypt, the second in the wilderness. The well-known narratives that give the book its English name 
begin with the hardships of bondage and culminate, following the epic contest of Moses and Pha
raoh, with Israel's miraculous deliverance and the crossing of the Red Sea. 

1:1-22 The bitterness of bondage. Following a brief prologue (vv. 1-7), which links the story 
of Israel's national identity to the family sagas in Genesis, Exodus jumps ahead some four hundred 
years (cf. Gen 15:13) to show the once welcome sojourners reduced to slavery and threatened with 
annihilation. Pharaoh's policy of infanticide (vv. 16, 22) sets the stage for the birth-of Moses in chap. 
2 and foreshadows both the retribution of the last plague (12:29) and his own death by drowning 
(14:28). 1:1 Now these are the names: repeating the formula of Gen 46:8 (compare the openings and 
closings at Gen 2:4; Lev 27:34; Num 36:13; Deut 1:1). 1:2-5 A summary of Gen 46:8-27, which 
also gives the round number of seventy souls. 1 :6 And Joseph died ... all that generation: compare 
the death of Joshua (Judg 2:8, 10), which also echoes v. 8 ("arose ... knew not"). 1:7 Children of 
Israel: referring now to the nation, in contrast to v. I, where the expression is limited to Jacob's family. 
Fruitful ... multiplied: echoing God's blessing of Adam and Noah (Gen 1:28; 9:1, 7) and recalling 
the promise to Jacob (Gen 35:11). 1:8 Knew not Joseph: as his successor will "know not the Lord" 
(5:2); compare the divine program that begins at 6:7 and 7:5. 1:10 When there falleth out: in the 
event of. 1:11 Pharaoh: a royal title in Egyptian, from a term originally meaning "great house" or 
palace (compare "White House" as used for the American president). Pithom and Raamses [variant of 
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l 14 Exoous 1:13-2:2 

children of Israel. 13 And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve with 
rigour: 14and they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in morter, and in 
brick, and in all manner of service in the field: all their service, wherein they 
made them serve, was with rigour. 

15And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwives, of which the name of 
the one was Shiphrah, and the name of the other Puah: 16and he said, when ye 
do the office of a midwife to the Hebrew women, and see them upon the stools; 
if it be a son, then ye shall kill him: but if it be a daughter, then she shall live. 
17But the midwives feared God, and did not as the king of Egypt commanded 
them, but saved the men children alive. 18 And the king of Egypt called for the 
midwives, and said unto them, Why have ye done this thing, and have saved the 
men children alive? 19And the midwives said unto Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew 
women are not as the Egyptian women; for they are lively, and are delivered ere 
the midwives come in unto them. 20Therefore God dealt well with the midwives: 
and the people multiplied, and waxed very mighty. 21 And it came to pass, because 
the midwives feared God, that he made them houses. 22And Pharaoh charged all 
his people, saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every 
daughter ye shall save alive. 

2 And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to wife a daughter of 
Levi. 2 And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she saw him 

Rameses, Gen 47:11]: cities in the Nile Delta named in Egyptian sources; the second was the capital 
of Raamses 11 (ca. 1290-1224 B.C.E.). 1:14 Service: the same word as bondage (Heb. 'avodah, else
where "work"), one of the keywords of Exodus, also used with reference to the Passover ceremony 
(12:25-26) and the "service of the tabernacle"; in this last sense the verbal form may be translated 
"worship" (e.g., 3:12; 4:23). Israel will thus pass from servitude to worship, from being servants 
(slaves) of Pharaoh to being servants (covenant vassals) ofYHWH. 1:15 Hebrew midwives: alterna
tively, with LXX, "midwives to the Hebrews" (cf. v. 16); despite their Semitic names, they could be 
Egyptian (see v. 21 note). Speakers and narrator typically use the designation "Hebrew" when address
ing non-Israelites or reflecting their perspective (cf. v. 19; 2:6; 3:18; Gen 14:13). 1:16 Stools: lit. "two 
stones"-the supports on which a woman would crouch to give birth. But if . .. a daughter . .. shall 
live: presumably as a slave, used to breed more Egyptians (a particularly sinister twist, anticipated by 
Abram in Gen 12:12). 1:19 Lively: Heb. hayot, "vigorous" (with a pun on the Hebrew word for "ani
mals"); the verbal form, "to live, to keep alive," appears three times in vv. 16-18. 1:21 Made them 
houses: gave them families or, perhaps, counted them as Israelites. 

2:1-25 The birth of Moses; flight and marriage in Midian. The three tales of evasion that 
introduce Moses complicate our sense of his identity. The savior who will preside over the re
creation of Israel enters history afloat in an ark, having miraculously survived the general drowning; 
but the same ancient legend-previously used by Babylonian writers for the birth of King Sargon 
of Akkad (see Appendix, p. 1736)-also presents him as a kind of changeling, part Hebrew, part 
Egyptian. This ambiguity governs the two episodes that follow, in which the young Moses first slays 
an Egyptian for beating a Hebrew and then flees to Midian when he learns that his crime has been 
exposed-presumably by the very man he has saved. His furtive and precipitous violence in the first 
scene casts doubt on his fitness to lead, while his failure in the second to reconcile his struggling 
countrymen anticipates the pattern of his future career: victory over Israel's enemies eclipsed by the 
disloyalty of a contentious people. The third scene recalls the patriarchal model of betrothal at a well, 
yet even the Midianite girls whom Moses "delivers" (v. 19) continue to take him for an Egyptian. The 
chapter ends with God "remembering" his covenant with the patriarchs, a Priestly scheme linking 
the originally separate traditions of Genesis with the story of the exodus. 2:1 A man . .. a daughter 
of Levi: though named in 6:20, Moses' parents are here identified only as Levites, members of the 
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that he was a goodly child, she hid him three months. 3 And when she could not 
longer hide him, she took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime 
and with pitch, and put the child therein; and she laid it in the flags by the river's 
brink. 4And his sister stood afar off, to wit what would be done to him. 5 And the 
daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the river; and her maidens 
walked along by the river's side; and when she saw the ark among the flags, she 
sent her maid to fetch it. 6 And when she had opened it, she saw the child: and, 
behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, This is one of 
the Hebrews' children. 7 Then said his sister to Pharaoh's daughter, Shall I go and 
call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee? 
8And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Go. And the maid went and called the child's 
mother. 9 And Pharaoh's daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it 
for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And the woman took the child, and nursed 
it. 10And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh's daughter, and he 
became her son. And she called his name Moses: and she said, Because I drew 
him out of the water. 

11 And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out 
unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting 
an Hebrew, one of his brethren. 12And he looked this way and that way, and when 
he saw that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. 
13 And when he went out the second day, behold, two men of the Hebrews strove 
together: and he said to him that did the wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fel
low? 14And he said, Who made thee a prince and judge over us? intendest thou to 
kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian? And Moses feared, and said, Surely this 
thing is known. 

15Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. But Moses 
fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: and he sat down 
by a well. 16Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters: and they came and 
drew water, and filled the troughs to water their father's flock. 17And the shep
herds came and drove them away: but Moses stood up and helped them, and 

tribe that will furnish Israel's priesthood (see Deut 18:1-8; 33:8-10; cf. Exod 32:26-29). 2:3 Ark: 
Heb. tevah, a word otherwise used only for Noah's ark (Gen 6-8); not to be confused with the "ark of 
the testimony" (Exod 25:10-22). Like Noah, Moses enjoys God's special protection, and like the flood, 
the exodus leads to a new covenant. Flags [reeds]: Heb. suf, another rare word, foreshadowing Israel's 
deliverance at the "Sea of Reeds" (yam suf; see 13:18 note). 2:4 To wit: to know. 2:10 Moses . .. 
Because I drew him out of the water: a subtle use of poetic etymology to complicate the question of 
Moses' identity. Moses (Heb. mosheh), the one passively "drawn out," is also the one who will actively 
"draw out" Israel from bondage (Heb. mashah). B'ut the author also knows that "Moses" is origi
nally an Egyptian name meaning "child/son" (as in Thutmose, "child/son of Thoth")-a word that 
occurs a full seven times in vv. 1-10. This Hebrew-Egyptian ambiguity will be picked up in the 
episode that follows. 2:12 He slew: lit. "smote," echoing v. 11. God will likewise "smite" the Egyp
tians with "wonders" and plagues (3:20 and 7:17-12:29 repeatedly). 2:15 Midian: beyond Sinai on 
the east side of the Gulf of Aqaba. In Genesis the Midianites are nomadic descendants of Abraham 
(Gen 25:2); though they appear here as distant kinsmen, elsewhere they are enemies (e.g., Num 31: 
1-20; Judg 6:1-8:12). By a well: in keeping with the patriarchal model (cf. Gen 24:10-28; 29:2-10). 
2:16 Priest of Midian: Moses' future father-in-law is named Reuel in v. 18 (where "father" could 
mean grandfather) but Jethro elsewhere (e.g., 3:1; 18:1-12). A third name, Hobab (Num 10:29), adds 
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I I 6 Exoous 2:18-3:5 

watered their flock. 18 And when they came to Reuel their father, he said, How is 
it that ye are come so soon to day? 19 And they said, An Egyptian delivered us out 
of the hand of the shepherds, and also drew water enough for us, and watered the 
flock. 20And he said unto his daughters, And where is he? why is it that ye have 
left the man? call him, that he may eat bread. 21 And Moses was content to dwell 
with the man: and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter. 22And she bare him a 
son, and he called his name Gershom: for he said, I have been a stranger in a 
strange land. 

23And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: and the 
children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry 
came up unto God by reason of the bondage. 24And God heard their groaning, 
and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 
25 And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them. 

3 Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: 
and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain 

of God, even to Horeb. 2 And the angel of the Lo RD appeared unto him in a flame 
of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned 
with fire, and the bush was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, I will now turn 
aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. 4And when the LORD 

saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the 
bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. 5 And he said, Draw not 

to the confusion, which reflects different stages in the composition of the text (see 4:19 note). 2:22 
By a fanciful etymology, Gershom is made to mean "stranger [lit. 'sojourner'] there" (Heb. ger sham); to 
"sojourn" is to dwell as an alien (cf. 18:3). It is not yet clear whether the strange land is Midian or Egypt, 
but the actual etymology, from g-r-sh, "drive away" (v. 17; cf. I !:I [KJV "thrust out"]), hints at the lat
ter. 2:23 Sighed: or "groaned" (cf. 6:5). 2:24 And God remembered: cf. Gen 8:1 (Noah); 19:29 
(Abraham). For God's covenant with the three patriarchs as envisioned by the Priestly writer, see Gen 
17:7-8, 19; 35:11-12; Exod 6:3-5. 2:25 God had respect unto them: lit. "God knew" (their suffering? 
the meaning of the covenant?); alternatively, emend with LXX, "he made himself known to them." 

3:1-4:18 The call of Moses. God's words to Moses from the burning bush-foreshadowing his 
fiery self-revelation to all Israel (chap. 19)-are a classic example of the prophetic call narrative 
(compare the versions in Judg 6:11-21 and Jer I). A late addition to the Moses story, the call com
prises six distinct movements: God's appearance (3:2), his initial address (3:4-9), the prophetic com
mission ("I will send thee unto Pharaoh," 3:10), Moses' protest ("Who am!?" 3:11), God's reassurance 
("! will be with thee," 3:!2a), and a sign confirming the identity of the caller (you will return to the 
mountain; see 3:12 note). Here Moses ventures three additional objections: that Israel will not rec
ognize God's authority (resolved by the divine name and deductions from its etymology, 3:13-22), 
that Israel will not recognize the authority of Moses (resolved by a set of conjuring tricks, 4:1-9), and 
that Moses' rhetorical powers are inadequate (resolved by a reminder that eloquence comes from 
God, 4:10-12). A coda introduces the central figure of Aaron, from whom the Jerusalemite priesthood 
traced its descent. 3: I Kept the flock of . .. his father in law: again like Jacob (see 2: 15 note). Horeb: 
"desolation" or "dryness"; also called Sinai (a name evoked in Hebrew by the "thornbush," seneh, 
v. 2). 3:2 Angel [lit. "messenger"] of the LORD: perhaps a way of skirting God's invisibility, though 
here virtually synonymous with the Lord himself (v. 4; cf. 14:19, 24); early Christian commentators 
identified the angel with Christ. The flame of fire anticipates the fiery theophany at 19:4 (cf. Gen 15:17; 
Deut 4:24). 3:4 Moses, Moses ... Here I am: compare the night vision of Jacob on the eve of his depar
ture for Egypt (Gen 46:2-4), recalled again in vv. 6 ("God of thy father") and 12 ("! will be with thee"). 
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nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou stand
est is holy ground. 6Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he 
was afraid to look upon God. 

7 And the Lo RD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in 
Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their 
sorrows; 8and I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, 
and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land 
flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, 
and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 Now 
therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have 
also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. 10Come now 
therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my 
people the children of Israel out of Egypt. 11 And Moses said unto God, Who am 
I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of 
Israel out of Egypt? 12And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be 
a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people 
out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain. 

13 And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, 
and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they 
shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them? 14And God said 
unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of 
Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. 15And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus 
shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, the God 

3:5 Put off .. . holy ground: cf. Josh 5:15. 3:6 The God of Abraham . .. Jacob: with the exception 
of the prologue (1:1-7), this is the only non-Priestly passage in Exodus to link Israel's redemption to 
the promises in Genesis; cf. 6:2-4; Deut 1:8 note. 3:8 Milk and honey: proverbial figures of 
plenty, products respectively of herding and farming (not bee's honey but the nectar extracted from 
dates). Canaanites ... ]ebusites: one of many lists scattered throughout the Pentateuch that name 
the pre-Israelite inhabitants of the land (see Gen 15:19-21 note). 3:11 Who am I: traditional 
confession of unworthiness (cf. Judg 6:15; 1 Sam 9:21; Jer 1:6), the first of Moses' four attempts to 
evade God's call. 3:12 A token . .. this mountain: paradoxically, the reassuring token or sign will 
appear only following Moses' fulfillment of the commission (a logical circle that anticipates the 
tautology of God's self-naming in v. 14). Alternatively (ignoring KJV's colon), "this" could refer to 
God's companionship ("! will be with thee") or even to the burning bush. Serve: sacrifice or wor
ship, but with a play on "bondage" (2:23); Pharaoh's slaves will gain their freedom only by becoming 
servants of God (cf. Lev 25:42, 55). 3:13 What is his name?: Moses is here trying to evade the 
commission by evoking the prospect of his eventual failure (cf. 6:9, the Priestly version of the call, 
where the people in fact fail to heed Moses' message); but the question is puzzling. Has Israel for
gotten YHWH after years of bondage? Or did their relation begin only with the exodus, as Ezekiel 
suggests (Ezek 20:5)? 3:14 I AM THAT I AM: Heb. 'ehyeh 'asher 'ehyeh, a poetic gloss on the four
letter name of God (Heb. yhwh, probably pronounced "yahweh"), which links it to the verb "to be" 
(h-y-h); better translated "I will be what I will be" or even "I cause to be what I cause to be." The 
KJV (via the Vulgate) reflects _the early Greek translation, "I am being"-an essentialist rather than 
a dynamic reading, which encouraged metaphysical definitions of God while abetting the effort of 
early polemicists to demonstrate Plato's debt to the Bible. Such ideas are foreign to the Hebrew text 
itself, which wittily guards its central mystery, answering a riddle with a riddle and questioning 
the very idea of etymology as a form of knowledge (see 33:19 for another use of tautology). I AM 

alone is an absolute name, one that logically cannot be uttered by anyone else (by any other "I am"). 
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l l 8 Exoous 3:16-4:9 

of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this 
is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations. 16Go, and 
gather the elders of Israel together, and say unto them, The LORD God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto me, saying, I 
have surely visited you, and seen that which is done to ·you in Egypt: 17 and I have 
said, I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the Canaan
ites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites, unto a land flowing with milk and honey. 18 And they shall hearken 
to thy voice: and thou shalt come, thou and the elders of Israel, unto the king of 
Egypt, and ye shall say unto him, The LORD God of the Hebrews hath met with 
us: and now let us go, we beseech thee, three days' journey into the wilderness, 
that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God. 19 And I am sure that the king of Egypt 
will not let you go, no, not by a mighty hand. 20 And I will stretch out my hand, and 
smite Egypt with all my wonders which I will do in the midst thereof: and after 
that he will let you go. 21 And I will give this people favour in the sight of the Egyp
tians: and it shall come to pass, that, when ye go, ye shall not go empty: 22but 
every woman shall borrow of her neighbour, and of her that sojourneth in her 
house, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and ye shall put them upon 
your sons, and upon your daughters; and ye shall spoil the Egyptians. 

4 And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, nor 
hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The LORD hath not appeared unto 

thee. 2And the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A 
rod. 3 And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it 
became a serpent; and Moses fled from before it. 4And the LORD said unto 
Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail.. And he put forth his hand, 
and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand: 5that they may believe that the 
LORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee. 6And the LORD said furthermore unto him, 
Put now thine hand into thy bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom: and 
when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow. 7 And he said, Put 
thine hand into thy bosom again. And he put his hand into his bosom again; and 
plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh. 
8And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the 
voice of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign. 9 And it 
shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two signs, neither hearken 
unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the 

3: 15 Memorial: or "designation." 3: 16 Have surely visited you: fulfilling Joseph's promise, Gen 50:24-25. 
3:18 That we may sacrifice: versions of this questionable pretext will be proffered by Moses throughout 
the course of his embassy to Pharaoh (e.g., 5:1-3; 8:26-27; I0:24-26; cf. 7:16; 8:1). 3:19 No, not: rather 
"if not" (unless compelled; cf. 6:1 note). 3:22 Borrow: lit. "ask." Raiment: robes. Spoil: despoil, plun
der; cf. Gen 15:14 and, more generally, the precedent of Abram plundering Pharaoh in Gen 12:10-20. 
The disturbing tradition may reflect the situation of the exilic groups that returned from Babylonia 
with their accumulated wealth in the early Persian period (cf. Ezra 1:4-6). 4:1-9 Three signs to 
persuade the elders (3:16). Before different audiences, and in reverse order, Moses will perform a version 
of each in the course of Exodus and Numbers: contending with serpents (Num 21:8-9), inflicting and 
healing leprosy (Num 12:10-13), and turning the Nile to blood (Exod 7:14-21). 4:6 Leprous: precise 
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dry land: and the water which thou takest out of the river shall become blood 
upon the dry land. 

10 And Moses said unto the LORD, 0 my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither here
tofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and 
of a slow tongue. 11 And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man's mouth? 
or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the 
LORD? 12 Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what 
thou shalt say. 13 And he said, 0 my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him 
whom thou wilt send. 14And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, 
and he said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well. 
And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: and when he seeth thee, he will be 
glad in his heart. 15 And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: 
and I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye 
shall do. 16 And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he shall be, even 
he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of God. 
17And thou shalt take this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs. 
18And Moses went and returned to Jethro his father in law, and said unto him, 
Let me go, I pray thee, and return unto my brethren which are in Egypt, and see 
whether they be yet alive. And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace. 

19 And the LORD said unto Moses in Midian, Go, return into Egypt: for all the 
men are dead which sought thy life. 20 And Moses took his wife and his sons, and set 
them upon an ass, and he returned to the land of Egypt: and Moses took the rod of 
God in his hand. 21 And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goest to return into 
Egypt, see that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in 
thine hand: but I will harden his heart, that he shall not let the people go. 22 And 
thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD, Israel is my son, even my 

meaning uncertain (see note to Lev 13-14). 4:10 Slow of speech [lit. "heavy of mouth"] ... tongue: 
Moses' final objection, often interpreted as a stammer (cf. 6:12, 30). A similar "heaviness" affects Moses' 
arms in 17: 12; see 7: 14 note. 4:11 Who hath made ... I the LORD: arguably an offer of healing, which 
Moses forfeits by continuing to evade God's commission (v. 13). 4:13 Send . .. wilt send: an evasive 
response (like God's own "be ... will be," 3:14), tantamount to continued resistance. 4:14 Aaron 
the Levite thy brother: or "thy brother Levite"-a reading at odds with the Priestly version (7:7), where 
Aaron, as founder of the established priesthood, is given greater prominence. 4:16 Instead of: in the 
role of. A mouth: God speaks through the mouth of his prophets (v. 12; cf. Num 22:38; Deut 18: 18; ]er 
1:7-9). In this case, Aaron will serve as the spokesman or emissary of Moses (cf. 7:1). 

4:19-31 The return to Egypt. Three brief episodes reinforce the parallel to the Jacob story: 
Moses' departure from his father-in-law's home on instructions from God (cf. Gen 31:3), his life
threatening encounter at night with a numinous adversary (cf. Gen 32:22-31), and his meeting with 
his elder brother, solemnized by a kiss (cf. Gen 33:1-4). 4:19 Return into Egypt: the new commis
sioning, which now doubles the interpolated call narrative, once followed directly on the death of 
Pharaoh (2:23a). 4:20 Sons: only Gershom has been mentioned so far, but see 18:3-4. (The word is 
singular in the ancient versions.) The rod of God: it is unclear how this symbolic extension of God's arm 
(cf. 17:9-11) relates to Moses' own rod, first mentioned in v. 2-a duplication that seems to reflect 
Moses' ambiguous status as God's representative (see 7:17, 20, 25 and notes). 4:21 Wonders: the 
plagues rather than the synonymous "signs" of vv. 2-9, which were intended for Israel (cf. 7:3; 11:9-
I O). Harden his heart: strengthen his resolve (for evil); see 7: 13 note. 4:22 Thus saith the LORD: first 
appearance in the Bible of the divine messenger form regularly used by prophets when announcing 
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120 Exoous 4:23-5:2 

firstborn: 23and I say unto thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me: and if thou 
refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay thy son, even thy firstborn. 

24And it came to pass by the way in the inn, that the LORD met him, and 
sought to kill him. 25Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off the foreskin 
of her son, and cast it at his feet, and said, Surely a blo"ody husband art thou to 
me. 26So he let him go: then she said, A bloody husband thou art, because of the 
circumcision. 

27 And the LORD said to Aaron, Go into the wilderness to meet Moses. And he 
went, and met him in the mount of Cod, and kissed him. 28 And Moses told 
Aaron all the words of the LORD who had sent him, and all the signs which he 
had commanded him. 29 And Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the 
elders of the children of Israel: 30and Aaron spake all the words which the LORD 
had spoken unto Moses, and did the signs in the sight of the people. 31 And the 
people believed: and when they heard that the LORD had visited the children of 
Israel, and that he had looked upon their affliction, then they bowed their heads 
and worshipped. 

5 And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus saith the 
LORD God of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in 

the wilderness. 2And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD, that I should obey his 

an oracle. My son ... my firstborn: traditional metaphor for Israel as the chosen people (see Deut 
32:6 note; Jer 3:4; Hos 11: 1), here used to prepare for or justify the collective slaying of the Egyptian 
firstborn (12:29). 4:24-26 The bridegroom of blood. Much about this difficult passage defies 
explanation. The symbolic circumcision, like Jacob's ordeal at the crossing of the Jabbok, may be 
seen as a rite of passage, marking Moses' assumption of his true identity, but the motive for God's 
demonic attack remains obscure. 4:24 In the inn: lit. "at the night lodging" (Heb. malon; the verbal 
form, "to pass the night," occurs in connection with Jacob's two supernatural encounters in Gen 
28:11 and 32:13, 21). Met him ... kill him: the pronouns throughout the three-verse passage are 
ambiguous (cf. Gen 32:25); the reference here could be to Moses or to Gershom, Moses' "firstborn" 
(v. 22), though the echoes of 2: 15 ("sought to slay Moses") and 4: 19 ("sought thy life") favor the former. 
4:25 Cut: the verb used in Hebrew for making (lit. "cutting") a covenant-of which circumcision is 
the sign (Gen 17:9-14). His feet: euphemism for genitals. Given Zipporah's words (v. 26), the pro
noun probably refers to Moses, making the bloody foreskin of the redeemed son, which the mother 
has cast at or "touched to" (Heb. naga') the "feet" of her husband, a type of the protective blood of 
the paschal sacrifice, which the Israelites "strike" (also naga') on their doorposts to avert the angel 
of death (12:22). The pronoun could, however, refer to YHWH himself, in which case Zipporah's 
act establishes her marriage to God, thereby releasing Moses for his extrafamilial role as prophetic 
mediator (cf. Gen 32:25, where Jacob appears to touch or strike [again naga'] the "thigh" of his 
divine assailant). Bloody husband: lit. "bridegroom of blood"; scholars often point to an Arabic cog
nate meaning "to circumcise" as well as "to protect" (the same meaning proposed for the root of 
pesah, "passover"; see 12:11 note). 4:27 Wilderness ... mount of God: cf. 3:l; 18:5; this apparent 
detour ensures that Aaron too receives his commission on Horeb/Sinai. Met: Heb. pagash, as in v. 24; 
elsewhere used only for Jacob's meeting with Esau (Gen 33:8). Kissed: as the dispossessed Esau 
"kissed" his brother Jacob (Gen 33:4)-a reworking in turn of Laban's kiss of welcome (Gen 29:13). 
Such ironic parallels may reflect the troubled relations between (Aaronic) priests and (Mosaic) Lev
ites (see 4:14; 7:7 notes). 4:30-31 Did the signs . .. believed: as God had promised (vv. 2-9). 

5:1-6:1 The first petition; bricks without straw. The failure of Moses' first petition sets 
the terms of the ensuing contest, in which Pharaoh will come to "know the Lord" (v. 2). 
5:1 Moses and Aaron: but not the elders (3:18), who appear only intermittently (e.g., 4:29; 12:21; 24:1). 
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Exoous 5:3-5:23 

voice to let Israel go? I know not the LORD, neither will I let Israel go. 3 And they 
said, The God of the Hebrews hath met with us: let us go, we pray thee, three 
days' journey into the desert, and sacrifice unto the LORD our God; lest he fall 
upon us with pestilence, or with the sword. 4And the king of Egypt said unto 
them, Wherefore do ye, Moses and Aaron, let the people from their works? get 
you unto your burdens. 5 And Pharaoh said, Behold, the people of the land now 
are many, and ye make them rest from their burdens. 6 And Pharaoh com
manded the same day the taskmasters of the people, and their officers, saying, 
7Ye shall no more give the people straw to make brick, as heretofore: let them go 
and gather straw for themselves. 8 And the tale of the bricks, which they did 
make heretofore, ye shall lay upon them; ye shall not diminish ought thereof: 
for they be idle; therefore they cry, saying, Let us go and sacrifice to our God. 
9Let there more work be laid upon the men, that they may labour therein; and 
let them not regard vain words. 

10 And the taskmasters of the people went out, and their officers, and they 
spake to the people, saying, Thus saith Pharaoh, I will not give you straw. 11Go ye, 
get you straw where ye can find it: yet not ought of your work shall be diminished. 
12So the people were scattered abroad throughout all the land of Egypt to gather 
stubble instead of straw. 13And the taskmasters hasted them, saying, Fulfil your 
works, your daily tasks, as when there was straw. 14And the officers of the chil
dren of Israel, which Pharaoh's taskmasters had set over them, were beaten, and 
demanded, Wherefore have ye not fulfilled your task in making brick both yester
day and to day, as heretofore? 15Then the officers of the children of Israel came 
and cried unto Pharaoh, saying, Wherefore dealest thou thus with thy servants? 
16There is no straw given unto they servants, and they say to us, Make brick: and, 
behold, thy servants are beaten; but the fault is in thine own people. 17But he 
said, Ye are idle, ye are idle: therefore ye say, Let us go and do sacrifice to the 
LORD. 18Go therefore now, and work; for there shall no straw be given you, yet 
shall ye deliver the tale of bricks. 19 And the officers of the children of Israel did 
see that they were in evil case, after it was said, Ye shall not minish ought from 
your bricks of your daily task. 

20 And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the way, as they came forth from 
Pharaoh: 21and they said unto them, The LORD look upon you, and judge; because 
ye have made our savour to be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes 
of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to slay us. 22 And Moses returned 
unto the LoRD, and said, Lord, wherefore hast thou so evil entreated this people? 
Why is it that thou hast sent me? 23For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy 
name, he hath done evil to this people; neither hast thou delivered thy people 

5:3 Three days' journey: the clumsy pretext devised by YHWH (3: 18; perhaps ironically); each time 
Moses reverts to it Pharaoh's resistance stiffens (cf. vv. 17-18; 10:8-11). 5:4 Let: hinder, distract. 
5:8 Tale: quota (also v. 18). 5:9 Vain: better "deceptive." 5:10 Officers: supervisors (of the people). 
Thus saith Pharaoh: mimicking the prophetic messenger form at 5:1. 5:19 Evil case: trouble. Minish: 
diminish. 5:20 Met: the same verb as in v. 3 (where it was translated "fall upon"). 5:21 Made. 
abhorred: made us loathsome. Sword: again echoing v. 3, with Israel's fear of Pharaoh here taking the 
place of the professed fear of God. 5:22 Evil entreated: mistreated. Why . .. sent me?: recalling 
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122 Exoous 6:1-6:13 

6 at all. 1Then the LORD said unto Moses, Now shalt thou see what I will do to 
Pharaoh: for with a strong hand shall he let them go, and with a strong hand 

shall he drive them out of his land. 
2And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am the LORD: 3and I appeared 

unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name -of God Almighty, but by 
my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them. 4And I have also established my 
covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrim
age, wherein they were strangers. 5 And I have also heard the groaning of the 
children of Israel, whom the Egyptians' keep in bondage; and I have remembered 
my covenant. 6Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I 
will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out 
of their bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great 
judgments: 7and I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and 
ye shall know that I am the LORD your God, which bringeth you out from under 
the burdens of the Egyptians. 8 And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning 
the which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give 
it you for an heritage: I am the LORD. 

9 And Moses spake so unto the children of Israel: but they hearkened not unto 
Moses for anguish of spirit, and for cruel bondage. 10And the LORD spake unto 
Moses, saying, 11 Go in, speak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, that he let the chil
dren of Israel go out of his land. 12 And Moses spake before the LORD, saying, 
Behold, the children of Israel have not hearkened unto me; how then shall Pha
raoh hear me, who am of uncircumcised lips? 13 And the LORD spake unto Moses 
and unto Aaron, and gave them a charge unto the children of Israel, and unto 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt. 

Moses' resistance in chap. 4. 6:1 With a strong hand: forcibly; alternatively, "by a strong hand" 
(God's own); cf. 3:19-20. 

6:2-7:7 The mission renewed; Moses and Aaron. Coming as the sequel to Moses' failed mis
sion (chap. 5), this parallel to the call narrative of chaps. 3-4 continues the line of verbal assurances 
offered by God to his hesitant prophet. Expansions aside, scholars usually ascribe it to the Priestly 
author, whose interests are evident in the central genealogy (6:14-25), which lists the descendants of 
Aaron while ignoring the line of Moses. The opening verses, where God reveals his personal name 
as though for the first time (cf. 3:13-15), are part of a larger program illustrating the stages of the 
sacred history and linking its two most important traditions: the promise to the patriarchs and the 
deliverance from Egypt. The concluding treatment of Moses' protest (6:30-7:5) contains a program
matic statement of the "hardening" motif (cf. 3:19-20; 4:21-23), thus doubling as an introduction to 
the plagues that follow. 6:3 I appeared ... God Almighty: see Gen 17:1 note; 35:11. Prior to the 
covenant with Abraham, Priestly passages refer only to "God" (Heb. 'elohim), a generic title based 
on a common noun. By my name JEHOVAH: here as elsewhere in MT the divine name is written yhwh, 
without vowels; KJV mistakenly combines the consonants, elsewhere rendered "the LORD," with the 
vowels from 'elohim (God). Contrast Gen 4:26, where use of the divine name goes back to the time 
of Seth and Enos (cf. Gen 15:7). 6:4 Established ... strangers: echoing Gen 17:2-8 (the echo contin
ues in vv. 7-8). 6:5 Heard the groaning ... covenant: resuming 2:24. 6:7 I will take ... be to you 
a God: traditional covenant formula (cf. Lev 26:12; Jer 31:33; Hos 2:23). Shall know . .. the LORD: the 
same lesson the Egyptians will learn from the plagues (see 7:5; 12:12 notes). 6:9 Hearkened not: 
again linking Israel and Egypt (e.g., 7:4, 13, 22). 6:12 Of uncircumcised lips: verbally awkward or 
inarticulate (as in 4:10), but now with a suggestion of impurity (in Isa 6:5-7 the prophet's "unclean lips" 
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6:14-7:4 

14These be the heads of their fathers' houses: The sons of Reuben the firstborn of 
Israel; Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi: these be the families of Reuben. 
15And the sons of Simeon; Jemuel, and Jamin, and Ohad, and Jachin, and Zohar, 
and Shaul the son of a Canaanitish woman: these are the families of Simeon. 

16 And these are the names of the sons of Levi according to their generations; 
Gershon, and Kohath, and Merari: and the years of the life of Levi were an hun
dred thirty and seven years. 17The sons of Gershon; Libni, and Shimi, according 
to their families. 18 And the sons of Kohath: Amram, and Izhar, and Hebron, and 
Uzziel: and the years of the life of Kohath were an hundred thirty and three 
years. 19 And the sons of Merari; Mahali and Mushi: these are the families of Levi 
according to their generations. 

20And Amram took him Jochebed his father's sister to wife; and she bare him 
Aaron and Moses: and the years of the life of Amram were an hundred and thirty 
and seven years. 21And the sons of lzhar; Korah, and Nepheg, and Zichri. 22And 
the sons of Uzziel; Mishael, and Elzaphan, and Zithri. 23And Aaron took him 
Elisheba, daughter of Amminadab, sister of Naashon, to wife; and she bare him 
Nadab, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 24And the sons of Korah; Assir, and 
Elkanah, and Abiasaph: these are the families of the Korhites. 25 And Eleazar 
Aaron's son took him one of the daughters of Putiel to wife; and she bare him 
Phinehas: these are the heads of the fathers of the Levites according to their fami
lies. 26These are that Aaron and Moses, to whom the LORD said, Bring out the 
children of Israel from the land of Egypt according to their armies. 27 These are 
they which spake to Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring out the children of Israel 
from Egypt: these are that Moses and Aaron. 

28And it came to pass on the day when the LORD spake unto Moses in the land of 
Egypt, 29that the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, I am the LORD: speak thou unto 
Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I say unto thee. 30And Moses said before the LORD, 
Behold, I am of uncircumcised lips, and how shall Pharaoh hearken unto me? 

7 And the LORD said unto Moses, See, I have made thee a god to Pharaoh: and 
Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet. 2Thou shalt speak all that I command 

thee: and Aaron thy brother shall speak unto Pharaoh, that he send the children 
of Israel out of his land. 3And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and multiply my signs 
and my wonders in the land of Egypt. 4But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, 
that I may lay my hand upon Egypt, and bring forth mine armies, and my people 

must be cauterized before he can prophesy). The same figure is used elsewhere with "ear" and 
"heart" (Jer 6:10; 9:26; cf. Deut 10:16; 30:6). 6:16-28 The genealogy of Moses and Aaron creates 
a narrative pause before the unleashing of the ten plagues. The ages in vv. 16-20 accord with the 
norms for the patriarchal era (but see 12 :40 note). Following the rebellion of the exodus generation 
at Kadesh, the normal life span will be confined to sixty years (Num 14:29, 33). 6:20 ]ochebed: 
"YHWH is glorified," the first biblical name in the Bible to use a form of the divine name (see v. 3). 
Father's sister: a marriage that would have been forbidden after Sinai (like several of the patriarchal 
unions); cf. Lev 18:12; 20:19. 6:23-25 Eleazar: Aaron's successor as high priest (Num 20:25-28). 
Moses' second son has almost the same name (18:4). 6:29-30 The Lord spake . .. hearken unto 
me?: a reverse echo of vv. 12-13, marking the end of the interpolated genealogy. 7:1-2 God to 
Pharaoh: meant metaphorically; but see the theomorphism of 34:29-35, where Moses' face actually 
radiates divine glory. Aaron ... shall speak unto Pharaoh: rather than to the Israelites as in 4:14-16. 
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the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great judgments. 5 And the Egyp
tians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch forth mine hand upon Egypt, 
and bring out the children of Israel from among them. 6 And Moses and Aaron 
did as the LORD commanded them, so did they. 7 And Moses was fourscore years 
old, and Aaron fourscore and three years old, when they spake unto Pharaoh. 

8 And the Lo RD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 9When Pharaoh 
shall speak unto you, saying, Shew a miracle for you: then thou shalt say unto 
Aaron, Take thy rod, and cast it before Pharaoh, and it shall become a serpent. 

10 And Moses and Aaron went in 'unto Pharaoh, and they did so as the LORD 

had commanded: and Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and before his 
servants, and it became a serpent. 11Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and 
the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their 
enchantments. 12For they cast down every man his rod, and they became ser
pents: but Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods. 13 And he hardened Pharaoh's 
heart, that he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said. 

7:5 Shall know . .. the LORD: the declared motive behind God's program (cf. 5:2); versions of the 
phrase (used frequently by Ezekiel) accompany six of the ten plagues and the victory at the Red 
Sea (e.g., 7:17; 8:10; cf. 14:4, 18). Israel struggles at the same lesson (6:7; 16:12; 31:13); see 12:12 
note. 7:7 Fourscore years: followed by 40 years in the wilderness for a total of 120 years (Deut 34:7; 
cf. Gen 6:3). (The duration of the plagues is never specified.) Though Moses is mentioned first, 
Aaron's greater age reflects the preeminence of the priesthood in the eyes of the writer (contrast 
4:14-16). 

7:8-11:10 The ten plagues. The dramatic center of the exodus narrative owes much of its 
power to its juxtaposition of two conflicts: in the passages indebted to the Lay author (see the intro
duction to the Pentateuch), it is Moses who confronts Pharaoh in a contest of wiles foreshadowing 
the rivalry of prophet and king in the monarchical period (compare especially the prophetic legends 
involving the miracle workers Elijah and Elisha; 1 Kgs 17-19; 2Kgs 2-4, 6); whereas in the Priestly 
passages, in which Aaron plays a prominent role, God himself is the protagonist, opposing the power 
of Pharaoh and his magicians by means of "signs and wonders." These two strains have been skill
fully merged within a cycle of ten plagues, arranged in three rounds of three, with the climactic 
slaughter of the firstborn incorporated into the instructions for Passover. An overlapping pattern 
divides the episodes into five pairs: plagues involving the Nile (7:14-8:15), insects (8:16-32), disease 
(9:1-12), destruction of crops (9:13-10:20), and two versions of de-creation-return to darkness and 
extinction of life (I0:21-11:10; 12:29-30). The entire cycle is driven by the "hardening" of Pharaoh's 
heart after each plague, a motif that has challenged generations of exegetes to ponder the issues of 
predestination and free will (cf. Rom 9:17-20). (Plague traditions preserved in Pss 78:44-51 and 
105:28-36 differ from Exodus and one another in number, order, and content.) 

7:8-13 Aaron's rod. The Aaronic counterpart to the sign performed by Moses (4:2-5), this pre
liminary competition with Pharaoh's magicians (cf. Gen 40:8) poses the problem of miracles divinely 
appointed to fail. At the same time it bears out the prediction of Pharaoh's refusal (4:21), providing a 
motive for the plagues that follow, where the same pattern will be repeated. 7:9 Serpent: Heb. tannim, 
"sea serpent" (or possibly "crocodile"; cf. Ezek 29:3-4), more impressive than the common snake 
(nahash) of 4:3. 7:13 He hardened Pharaoh's heart: rather "Pharaoh's heart hardened" (also v. 22; 
8:19; 9:7, 34, 35). Of the twenty occurrences of the hardening motif, exactly half are transitive with 
God as the active subject (4:21; 7:3; 9:12; 10:1, 20, 27; 11:10; 14:4, 8, 17); in the other ten, clustered 
toward the beginning, the hardening is uncompelled. This opens a window in the logic of strict predes
tination by making God's judgment responsive to man's: "Thus it was that God hardened him by his 
just judgment and that Pharaoh hardened himself by his own free will" (Augustine, Grace and Free 
Will 45). ("Hardening" in KJV translates verbs from three different roots: q-sh-h, "hard"; ~-z-q, "strong"; 
and k-v-d, "heavy.") As the LoRD had said: prophetic fulfillment formula (cf. v. 22; 8:15, 19; 9:12, 35). 
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14And the LORD said unto Moses, Pharaoh's heart is hardened, he refuseth to 
let the people go. 15Get thee unto Pharaoh in the morning; lo, he goeth out unto 
the water; and thou shalt stand by the river's brink against he come; and the rod 
which was turned to a serpent shalt thou take in thine hand. 16And thou shalt say 
unto him, The LORD God of the Hebrews hath sent me unto thee, saying, Let my 
people go, that they may serve me in the wilderness: and, behold, hitherto thou 
wouldest not hear. 17Thus saith the LORD, In this thou shalt know that I am the 
LORD: behold, I will smite with the rod that is in mine hand upon the waters 
which are in the river, and they shall he turned to blood. 18 And the fish that is in 
the river shall die, and the river shall stink; and the Egyptians shall lothe to drink 
of the water of the river. 

19And the LORD spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and stretch 
out thine hand upon the waters of Egypt, upon their streams, upon their rivers, 
and upon their ponds, and upon all their pools of water, that they may become 
blood; and that there may be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in ves
sels of wood, and in vessels of stone. 20 And Moses and Aaron did so, as the LORD 
commanded; and he lifted up the rod, and smote the waters that were in the river, 
in the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his servants; and all the waters that were 
in the river were turned to blood. 21 And the fish that was in the river died; and the 
river stank, and the Egyptians could not drink of the water of the river; and there 
was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. 22And the magicians of Egypt did so 
with their enchantments: and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, neither did he 
hearken unto them; as the 'LORD had said. 23 And Pharaoh turned and went into his 
house, neither did he set his heart to this also. 24And all the Egyptians digged round 
about the river for water to drink; for they could not drink of the water of the river. 
25 And seven days were fulfilled, after that the LORD had smitten the river. 

8 And the LORD spake unto Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus 
saith the LORD, Let my people go, that they may serve me. 2And if thou 

refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite all thy borders with frogs: 3and the river 
shall bring forth frogs abundantly, which shall go up and come into thine house, 
and into thy bedchamber, and upon thy bed, and into the house of thy servants, and 
upon thy people, and into thine ovens, and into thy kneadingtroughs: 4and the frogs 
shall come up both on thee, and upon thy people, and upon all thy servants. 

7:14-25 The first plague: blood. Stories of water turned to blood were current in ancient Egypt 
and Mesopotamia, which may explain the easy success of Pharaoh's magicians. 7:14 Hardened: 
from the root k-v-d, meaning "heavy" when it is applied to Moses (4:10 note; 17:12) or the plagues 
(e.g., 8:24 [KJV "grievous"]), but "glory" when it signifies God's manifest presence following the exodus 
(e.g., 16:7; 24:16; 33:18; 40:35). 7:15 In the morning ... stand: the same formula introduces the first 
plague of each triad (8:20; 9: 13). The river: lit. "the· Nile" (repeated twice seven times). 7:17 I will 
smite: the intended subject is probably Moses; such shifts from the divine first person are conventional 
in prophetic speech. 7:20 He ... smote: in the (composite) text as it stands the subject here must be 
Aaron (cf. v. 19), though it is Moses in vv. 15-17 and God in v. 25. (A rabbinic legend presents Moses 
as reluctant to strike the river that had saved his life.) 7:22 And the magicians ... enchantments: 
where the magicians found water to work on remains a puzzle (cf. v. 24). 7:23 Set his heart. 
also: take this to heart. 

8:1-15 The second plague: frogs. MT 7:26-8: I I. If blood connotes ritual pollution to the initi
ate, frogs are the mass-cultural equivalent. 8:1 Go unto Pharaoh: the same formula introduces the 
middle plague of each triad (9:1; 10:1). 8:3 Bring forth ... abundantly: lit. "swarm with" (cf. Gen 
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5And the LORD spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch forth thine hand with 
thy rod over the streams, over the rivers, and over the ponds, and cause frogs to 
come up upon the land of Egypt. 6 And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters 
of Egypt; and the frogs came up, and covered the land of Egypt. 7 And the magicians 
did so with their enchantments, and brought up frogs npon the land of Egypt. 

8Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, lntreat the LORD, that 
he may take away the frogs from me, and from my people; and I will let the peo
ple go, that they may do sacrifice unto the LORD. 9 And Moses said unto Pharaoh, 
Glory over me: when shall I intreat for thee, and for thy servants, and for thy 
people, to destroy the frogs from thee and thy houses, that they may remain in 
the river only? 10 And he said, To morrow. And he said, Be it according to thy 
word: that thou mayest know that there is none like unto the LORD our God. 
11 And the frogs shall depart from thee, and from thy houses, and from thy ser
vants, and from thy people; they shall remain in the river only. 12And Moses and 
Aaron went out from Pharaoh: and Moses cried unto the LORD because of the 
frogs which he had brought against Pharaoh. 13 And the LORD did according to 
the word of Moses; and the frogs died out of the houses, out of the villages, and 
out of the fields. 14And they gathered them together upon heaps: and the land 
stank. 15But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his heart, 
and hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said. 

16And the LORD said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch out thy rod, and 
smite the dust of the land, that it may become lice throughout all the land of 
Egypt. 17And they did so; for Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod, and 
smote the dust of the earth, and it became lice in man, and in beast; all the dust 
of the land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt. 18 And the magicians 
did so with their enchantments to bring forth lice, but they could not: so there 
were lice upon man, and upon beast. 19Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh, 
This is the finger of God: and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he hearkened 
not unto them; as the LORD had said. 

20 And the LORD said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and stand 
before Pharaoh; lo, he cometh forth to the water; and say unto him, Thus saith 

1:20); also used of the Israelites at Exod 1:7 (KJV "increased abundantly"). 8:7-8 The magicians .. 
Moses and Aaron: the skill of the magicians here reaches its limit; apparently they can call up the 
frogs but not remove them. I will let the people go: genuine concession, or guileful ruse? (cf. v. 28; 
9:28; 10:17); the "hardening" motif would best accord with the former, Moses' own (corresponding) 
wiliness with the latter. 8:9 Glory over me: i.e., "command me." 8:12 Because of: concerning. 
8:15 He hardened his heart: rather "his heart was hardened" (as in 7:22). 

8:16-19 The third plague: gnats (Heb. uncertain; KJV's "lice" are unknown in Egypt). MT 
8:12-15. The third plague in each triad is sent without warning (cf. 9:8-10; 10:21-22). 8:16 Smite 
the dust: like the first two plagues, the third arises from the earth (water or land); the plagues of the 
third cycle come from the sky. 8:17 Became lice in: or "gnats came on." 8:18 But they could not: 
cf. 7:11, 22; 8:7. The gradual defeat of the magicians is one of the secondary schemes that help struc
ture the larger narrative; their failure here at the fourth trial conforms to the conventional pattern of 
three plus one (cf. Amos 1:6-2:6; Prov 30:15-29). 8:19 Finger of God: cf. 31:18. 

8:20-32 The fourth plague: flies. MT 8:16-28. The obscure Hebrew word 'arov ("swarms," 
repeated seven times) occurs only with reference to this plague; in Ps 105:31 it is synonymous with 
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the LORD, Let my people go, that they may serve me. 21 Else, if thou wilt not let 
my people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies upon thee, and upon thy ser
vants, and upon thy people, and into thy houses: and the houses of the Egyptians 
shall be full of swarms of flies, and also the ground whereon they are. 22And I 
will sever in that day the land of Goshen, in which my people dwell, that no 
swarms of flies shall be there; to the end thou mayest know that I am the LORD 
in the midst of the earth. 23 And l will put a division between my people and thy 
people: to morrow shall this sign be. 24And the LORD did so; and there came a 
grievous swarm of flies into the house of Pharaoh, and into his servants' houses, 
and into all the land of Egypt: the land was corrupted by reason of the swarm of 
flies. 

25 And Pharaoh called for Moses and for Aaron, and said, Go ye, sacrifice to 
your God in the land. 26 And Moses said, It is not meet so to do; for we shall sac
rifice the abomination of the Egyptians to the LORD our God: lo, shall we sacri
fice the abomination of the Egyptians before their eyes, and will they not stone 
us? 27 We will go three days' journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice to the 
LORD our God, as he shall command us. 28And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, 
that ye may sacrifice to the LORD your God in the wilderness; only ye shall not go 
very far away: in treat for me. 29 And Moses said, Behold, I go out from thee, and 
I will intreat the LORD that the swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh, from 
his servants, and from his people, to morrow: but let not Pharaoh deal deceitfully 
any more in not letting the people go to sacrifice to the LORD. 30And Moses went 
out from Pharaoh, and intreated the LORD. 31 And the LORD did according to the 
word of Moses; and he removed the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his ser
vants, and from his people; there remained not one. 32And Pharaoh hardened his 
heart at this time also, neither would he let the people go. 

9 Then the LORD said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh, and tell him, Thus 
saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may serve 

me. 2For if thou refuse to let them go, and wilt hold them still, 3behold, the hand 
of the LORD is upon thy cattle which is in the field, upon the horses, upon the 
asses, upon the camels, upon the oxen, and upon the sheep: there shall be a very 
grievous murrain. 4And the LORD shall sever between the cattle of Israel and the 
cattle of Egypt: and there shall nothing die of all that is the children's of Israel. 
5 And the LORD appointed a set time, saying, To morrow the LORD shall do this 
thing in the land. 6 And the LORD did that thing on the morrow, and all the cattle of 

"gnats" (KJV "lice"). 8:22-23 I will sever: this is the first time God sets the Israelites apart from 
the Egyptians-a division (lit. "redemption") that fOTeshadows the Passover (12:23; cf. 9:4, 26; 10:23; 
11:7). 8:25 The land: namely Egypt. This is the second of Pharaoh's apparent concessions (cf. 8:8); 
as the plagues become more severe, the offers become more generous. 8:26 The abomination of 
the Egyptians: presumably cattle, proscribed by Egyptian dietary laws-perhaps with a mocking 
glance at Egypt's own animal gods (abominable to the Israelites). Moses' pretext here, like the fol
lowing "three days' journey" (v. 27), is as specious as Pharaoh's consent. 

9:1-7 The fifth plague: murrain. An infectious disease like anthrax, fatal to domestic 
animals-ironic sequel to the mocking of Egypt's animal gods in 8:26. 9:6 All the cattle: another 
inconsistency, since livestock figure in the following plagues and horses in chap. 14. 
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Egypt died: but of the cattle of the children of Israel died not one. 7 And Pharaoh 
sent, and, behold, there was not one of the cattle of the Israelites dead. And the 
heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people go. 

8 And the LORD said unto Moses and unto Aaron, Take to you handfuls of 
ashes of the furnace, and let Moses sprinkle it toward the heaven in the sight of 
Pharaoh. 9 And it shall become small dust in all the land of Egypt, and shall be a 
boil breaking forth with blains upon man, and upon beast, throughout all the 
land of Egypt. 10 And they took ashes of the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh; 
and Moses sprinkled it up toward he'aven; and it became a boil breaking forth 
with blains upon man, and upon beast. 11 And the magicians could not stand 
before Moses because of the boils; for the boil was upon the magicians, and upon 
all the Egyptians. 12And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he heark
ened not unto them; as the LORD had spoken unto Moses. 

13 And the LORD said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and stand 
before Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, Let 
my people go, that they may serve me. 14For I will at this time send all my plagues 
upon thine heart, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people; that thou mayest 
know that there is none like me in all the earth. 15For now I will stretch out my 
hand, that I may smite thee and thy people with pestilence; and thou shalt be cut 
off from the earth. 16 And in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for to 
shew in thee my power; and that my name may be declared throughout all the 
earth. 17As yet exaltest thou thyself against my people, that thou wilt not let them 
go? 18Behold, to morrow about this time I will cause it to rain a very grievous 
hail, such as hath not been in Egypt since the foundation thereof even until now. 
19Send therefore now, and gather thy cattle, and all that thou hast in the field; for 
upon every man and beast which shall be found in the field, and shall not be 
brought home, the hail shall come down upon them, and they shall die. 20He that 
feared the word of the LORD among the servants of Pharaoh made his servants 
and his cattle flee into the houses: 21 and he that regarded not the word of the 
LORD left his servants and his cattle in the field. 

22 And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch forth thine hand toward heaven, that 
there may be hail in all the land of Egypt, upon man, and upon beast, and upon 

9:8-12 The sixth plague: boils. The final plague of the cycle follows the same brief form as the 
third. With Aaron once more taking an active (though collaborative) role, the magicians too make a 
final appearance. 9:9 A boil breaking forth with blains: NJPS "an inflammation breaking out in 
boils"; the exact identity of the disease is uncertain (cf. 2 Kgs 20:7; Job 2:7), but it renders the magi
cians ritually unclean and thus decides the competition (v. 11). 9:12 The LORD hardened: here for 
the first time Pharaoh's stubbornness is explicitly attributed to divine intervention (see 7:13 note); vv. 
14-16 announce a new, more severe phase in the campaign. 

9:13-35 The seventh plague: hail. The word occurs fourteen, or twice seven, times. The three 
digressive passages seem to respond to possible objections: vv. 14-16 explain why an omnipotent 
God should resort to this lengthy ordeal; vv. 19-21 lighten the burden of predestination by provid
ing the Egyptians with a choice; and vv. 31-32 reconcile the total destruction of v. 25 with the sur
vival of plants for the locusts to devour (chap. 10). 9:15 For now . .. shalt be cut off: better rendered 
as past conditional, "for by now I could have stretched out my hand and struck ... and you would 
have been cut off." 9:16 To shew in thee my power: the KJV adds "in" (with LXX); the verse is so 
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every herb of the field, throughout the land of Egypt. 23 And Moses stretched forth 
his rod toward heaven: and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along 
upon the ground; and the LORD rained hail upon the land of Egypt. 24So there 
was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, very grievous, such as there was none like 
it in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. 25 And the hail smote through
out all the land of Egypt all that was in the field, both man and beast; and the hail 
smote every herb of the field, and brake every tree of the field. 260nly in the land 
of Goshen, where the children of Israel were, was there no hail. 

27 And Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses and Aaron, and said unto them, I 
have sinned this time: the LORD is righteous, and I and my people are wicked. 
28Intreat the LORD (for it is enough) that there be no more mighty thunderings 
and hail; and I will let you go, and ye shall stay no longer. 29 And Moses said unto 
him, As soon as I am gone out of the city, I will spread abroad my hands unto the 
LORD; and the thunder shall cease, neither shall there be any more hail; that 
thou mayest know how that the earth is the LORD'S. 30But as for thee and thy 
servants, I know that ye will not yet fear the LORD God. 31 And the flax and the 
barley was smitten: for the barley was in the ear, and the flax was bolled. 32But 
the wheat and the rie were not smitten: for they were not grown up. 33 And Moses 
went out of the city from Pharaoh, and spread abroad his hands unto the LORD: 
and the thunders and hail ceased, and the rain was not poured upon the earth. 
34And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunders were 
ceased, he sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his servants. 35 And 
the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, neither would he let the children of Israel go; 
as the LORD had spoken by Moses. 

1 0 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh: for I have hardened 
his heart, and the heart of his servants, that I might shew these my signs 

before him: 2and that thou mayest tell in the ears of thy son, and of thy son's son, 
what things I have wrought in Egypt, and my signs which I have done among 
them; that ye may know how that I am the LORD. 3 And Moses and Aaron came in 
unto Pharaoh, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, 
How long wilt thou refuse to humble thyself before me? let my people go, that 
they may serve me. 4Else, if thou refuse to let my people go, behold, to morrow 
will I bring the locusts into thy coast: 5and they shall cover the face of the earth, 
that one cannot be able to see the earth: and they shall eat the residue of that 
which is escaped, which remaineth unto you from the hail, and shall eat every 
tree which groweth for you out of the field: 6and they shall fill thy houses, and the 
houses of all thy servants, and the houses of all the Egyptians; which neither thy 
fathers, nor thy fathers' fathers have seen, since the day that they were upon the 

cited in Rom 9:17. 9:23 Ran . .. upon the ground: rather "came down upon the earth." 9:31 Bolled: 
in bud. 

10:1-20 The eighth plague: locusts (mentioned seven times). This is the only episode in 
which Pharaoh's courtiers enco~rage him to yield even before the plague is unleashed (vv. 7-11); cf. 
Joel I; Rev 9:3, 7, where armies of avenging locusts prefigure the Last Judgment. 10:2 Tell . .. thy 
son: see 13:8 note. 10:3 Thus saith the LORD: see 4:22 note; used here by way of variation to specify 
the plague (cf. 11:4). 10:4 Coast: territory (also v. 14). 10:5 The face of the earth: lit. "the land's 
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earth unto this day. And he turned himself, and went out from Pharaoh. 7 And 
Pharaoh's servants said unto him, How long shall this man be a snare unto us? 
let the men go, that they may serve the LORD their God: knowest thou not yet 
that Egypt is destroyed? 8 And Moses and Aaron were brought again unto Pha
raoh: and he said unto them, Go, serve the LORD your God: but who are they that 
shall go? 9And Moses said, We will go with our young and with our old, with our 
sons and with our daughters, with our flocks and with our herds will we go; for 
we must hold a feast unto the LORD. 10 And he said unto them, Let the LORD be 
so with you, as I will let you go, and your little ones: look to it; for evil is before 
you. 11 Not so: go now ye that are men, and serve the LORD; for that ye did desire. 
And they were driven out from Pharaoh's presence. 

12And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the land of Egypt 
for the locusts, that they may come up upon the land of Egypt, and eat every herb 
of the land, even all that the hail hath left. 13 And Moses stretched forth his rod 
over the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought an east wind upon the land all that 
day, and all that night; and when it was morning, the east wind brought the 
locusts. 14And the locusts went up over all the land of Egypt, and rested in all the 
coasts of Egypt: very grievous were they; before them there were no such locusts 
as they, neither after them shall be such. 15For they covered the face of the whole 
earth, so that the land was darkened; and they did eat every herb of the land, and 
all the fruit of the trees which the hail had left: and there remained not any 
green thing in the trees, or in the herbs of the field, through all the land of Egypt. 

16Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in haste; and he said, I have 
sinned against the LORD your God, and against you. 17Now therefore forgive, I 
pray thee, my sin only this once, and intreat the LORD your God, that he may take 
away from me this death only. 18 And he went out from Pharaoh, and in treated 
the LORD. 19 And the LORD turned a mighty strong west wind, which took away the 
locusts, and cast them into the Red sea; there remained not one locust in all the 
coasts of Egypt. 20But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he would not 
let the children of Israel go. 

21 And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand toward heaven, that 
there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even darkness which may be felt. 
22 And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven; and there was a thick 
darkness in all the land of Egypt three days: 23they saw not one another, neither 
rose any from his place for three days: but all the children of Israel had light in 
their dwellings. 

eye"; here with a pun on "see" (also v. 15). 10:7 How long: echoing Moses' words in v. 3. 10:8 
Go, serve: cf. 8:25. 10:10 As I will: if I will. Evil is before you: your intentions are evil (Heb. ra'ah, 
perhaps with a pun on Ra, the Egyptian sun god). 10:11 Go . .. serve: lit. "let the men go and serve"; 
Moses' pretext has become transparent. Driven out: foreshadowing the expulsion of the entire people 
(11:1; 12:39 [KJV "thrust out"]). 10:13 East wind: cf. 14:21. 10:16 I have sinned: a repetition of 
9:27. 10:19 West wind: lit. "sea wind" (as observed from Israel). Red sea: see 13:18 note. 

10:21-29 The ninth plague: darkness. Foreshadowing the final plague "at midnight" (12:29), 
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24And Pharaoh called unto Moses, and said, Go ye, serve the LORD; only let 
your flocks and your herds be stayed: let your little ones also go with you. 25 And 
Moses said, Thou must give us also sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may 
sacrifice unto the LORD our God. 260ur cattle also shall go with us; there shall 
not an hoof be left behind; for thereof must we take to serve the LORD our God; 
and we know not with what we must serve the LORD, until we come thither. 27But 
the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let them go. 28And Pha
raoh said unto him, Get thee from me, take heed to thyself, see my face no more; 
for in that day thou seest my face thou shalt die. 29 And Moses said, Thou hast 
spoken well, I will see thy face again no more. 

11 And the LORD said unto Moses, Yet will I bring one plague more upon 
Pharaoh, and upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go hence: when he 

shall let you go, he shall surely thrust you out hence altogether. 2 Speak now in 
the ears of the people, and let every man borrow of his neighbour, and every 
woman of her neighbour, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold. 3 And the LORD gave 
the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover the man Moses was very 
great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh's servants, and in the sight of 
the people. 

4And Moses said, Thus saith the LORD, About midnight will I go out into the 
midst of Egypt: 5 And all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the first
born of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even unto the firstborn of the maid
servant that is behind the mill; and all the firstborn of beasts. 6 And there shall be 
a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor 
shall be like it any more. 7But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog 
move his tongue, against man or beast: that ye may know how that the LORD doth 
put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel. 8And all these thy servants 
shall come down unto me, and bow down themselves unto me, saying, Get thee 
out, and all the people that follow thee: and after that I will go out. And he went 
out from Pharaoh in a great anger. 

9 And the LORD said unto Moses, Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you; that my 
wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt. 10 And Moses and Aaron did all 
these wonders before Pharaoh: and the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that 
he would not let the children of Israel go out of his land. 

a darkness that will likewise be "felt" (v. 21). 10:28 For in that day . .. thou shalt die: Pharaoh 
seems to be playing at God; compare God's words to Moses on Sinai, 33:20 (and to Adam in the 
garden, Gen 2:17). As though to point up the irony, Moses echoes Pharaoh's threat in apparent sub
mission (v. 29) while transforming it into a prediction of Israel's imminent departure-a triumph of 
casuistry that leaves no doubt as to who has duped whom. 

11:1-10 Announcement of the tenth plague: death of the firstborn. An oracle of judg
ment, resuming the divine word of 4:22-23 and repaying Pharaoh's slaughter of the Hebrew chil
dren in chap. 1. Its fulfillment in 12:29-32 is linked to the institution of the Passover sacrifice. 11: 1 
Plague: from the root n-g-', "toi:ich" (see 4:25 note; not the same word used in 9:14). 11:2 Borrow: 
lit. "ask"; cf. 3:22; 12:35. 11:3 Pharaoh's servants: as opposed to Pharaoh (cf. 10:7). 11:6 Cry: 
balancing the "cry" of Israel (2:23). 11:9-10 Pharaoh shall not hearken . .. hardened Pharoah's 
heart: an inverted repetition of 7:3-4, bracketing all but the tenth plague. 
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12 And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 
2This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the 

first month of the year to you. 3Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, say
ing, In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, 
according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an hoiise: 4and if the household 
be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take it 
according to the number of the souls; every man according to his eating shall 
make your count for the lamb. 5Your_ lamb shall be without blemish, a male of 
the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: 6 and ye shall 
keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly 
of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening. 7 And they shall take of 
the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the 
houses, wherein they shall eat it. 8 And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast 
with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9Eat not 
of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast with fire; his head with his legs, 
and with the purtenance thereof. 10 And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the 
morning; and that which remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with 
fire. 11 And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and 
your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LoRD's passover. 12For 
I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in 
the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgment: I am the LORD. 13 And the blood shall be to you for a token 
upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and 
the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt. 

14And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to 
the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance 
for ever. 15Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye shall 
put away leaven out of your houses: for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the 

12:1-13:16 The first Passover. The festival of Passover combines two originally separate ritu
als: the paschal sacrifice (12:3-13), conceived as a rite of vicarious atonement (cf. 1 Cor 5:7), and the 
feast of unleavened bread (Heb. matsot, 12:15-20), the ancient festival of thanksgiving at the start of 
the spring harvest. (It thus brings the original Priestly legislation into harmony with the Covenant 
Code, 23:15; cf. Lev 23:5-8 note). The two chapters of cultic instruction interrupt the narrative at 
the point of crisis-only to be interrupted in turn by accounts of the last plague and the long
awaited departure from Egypt (12:29-42). Their placement has the effect of subordinating sacred 
history to its endless retelling and making the commemoration a part of the event (see 13:8 note). 
12:2 This month: the month of Abib (13:4 note). 12:4 Make your count: contribute. 12:6 Evening: 
lit. "twilight." 12:8 Unleavened bread: Heb. matsah, a flat, rapidly baked wafer used in ritual offer
ings (cf. 23:18; Lev 2:11). 12:9 Sodden: boiled (see Deut 16:7 note). 12:11 The LORDS passover: 
Heb. pesah, paschal offering (both the rite and the animal killed), associated in v. 13 with the sacri
ficial blood used to ward off the plague (cf. vv. 23, 27). The root meaning is uncertain: "protect" 
according to some scholars (cf. Isa 31:5), "skip" or "limp" according to others-an interpretation 
reflected in the traditional English word coined by William Tyndale (1530). Curiously, LXX supports 
both translations ("protect" in vv. 13, 27, "skip" or "pass over" in v. 23). If the former meaning is cor
rect, the protection offering may have been part of an apotropaic rite, designed to ward off super
natural attacks, before being incorporated into the narrative of the plagues. 12:12 Execute judgment: 
I am the LORD: cf. 6:6-7; 7:4-5; formula reminiscent of Ezekiel, whose God likewise addresses both 
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first day until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel. 16 And in the 
first day there shall be an holy convocation, and in the seventh day there shall be 
an holy convocation to you; no manner of work shall be done in them, save that 
which every man must eat, that only may be done of you. 17 And ye shall observe 
the feast of unleavened bread; for in this selfsame day have I brought your armies 
out of the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day in your generations by 
an ordinance for ever. 181n the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at 
even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until the one and twentieth day of the month 
at even. 19Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your houses: for whoso
ever eateth that which is leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the con
gregation of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or born in the land. 20Ye shall eat 
nothing leavened; in all your habitations shall ye eat unleavened bread. 

21Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw out 
and take you a lamb according to your families, and kill the passover. 22 And ye 
shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the bason, and strike 
the lintel and the two side posts with the blood that is in the bason; and none of 
you shall go out at the door of his house until the morning. 23For the LORD will 
pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, 
and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer the 
destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you. 24And ye shall observe this 
thing for an ordinance to thee and to thy sons for ever. 25 And it shall come to pass, 
when ye be come to the land which the LORD will give you, according as he hath 
promised, that ye shall keej:> this service. 26 And it shall come to pass, when your 
children shall say unto you, What mean ye by this service? 27That ye shall say, It 
is the sacrifice of the LORD'S passover, who passed over the houses of the children 
of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. And 
the people bowed the head and worshipped. 28 And the children of Israel went 
away, and did as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they. 

29 And it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD smote all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the first
born of the captive that was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle. 30 And 
Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and 
there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one 
dead. 31 And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, and get 
you forth from among my people, both ye and the children of Israel; and go, serve 
the LORD, as ye have said. 32 Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, 
and be gone; and bless me also. 33 And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, 
that they might send them out of the land in haste; for they said, We be all dead 

Israel and her enemies, notably Egypt (Ezek 30:19; cf. 11:9-10; 25:11). 12:15 Cut off: see 31:14 
note. 12:19 Stranger: resident alien. 12:22 Hyssop: or marjoram, a brushlike plant (cf. Lev 14:4; 
Ps 51:7). Strike: the same Hebrew verb is used for Moses' ritual circumcision (see 4:25 note [KJV 
"cast at"]). 12:23 Suffer: permit. The destroyer: here presented as a distinct agent (cf. 2 Sam 24:16; 
Prov 28:24; Isa 54:16 [KJV "waster"]), although in vv. 13, 27 the attack comes from YHWH himself. 
12:25 Service: worship, but also servitude-service to God replacing service or bondage to Pharaoh. 
12:29 All the firstborn: "males" is understood (cf. 4:23; 13:12). 12:32 Bless me also: cf. Gen 27:34; 47:7. 
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men. 34And the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneading
troughs being bound up in their clothes upon their shoulders. 35 And the children 
of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they borrowed of the Egyptians 
jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: 36and the LORD gave the people 
favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent -unto them such things as 
they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians. 

37 And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six 
hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside children. 38 And a mixed multi
tude went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even very much cattle. 39 And 
they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they brought forth out of 
Egypt, for it was not leavened; because they were thrust out of Egypt, and could 
not tarry, neither had they prepared for themselves any victual. 

40Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four 
hundred and thirty years. 41 And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred 
and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the 
LORD went out from the land of Egypt. 421t is a night to be much observed unto 
the LORD for bringing them out from the land of Egypt: this is that night of the 
LORD to be observed of all the children of Israel in their generations. 

43 And the LORD said unto Moses and Aaron, This is the ordinance of the pass
over: There shall no stranger eat thereof: 44but every man's servant that is bought 
for money, when thou hast circumcised him, then shall he eat thereof. 45 A for
eigner and an hired servant shall not eat thereof. 46ln one house shall it be eaten; 
thou shalt not carry forth ought of the flesh abroad out of the house; neither shall 
ye break a bone thereof. 47 All the congregation of Israel shall keep it. 48 And when 
a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and will keep the passover to the LORD, let all 
his males be circumcised, and then let him come near and keep it; and he shall 
be as one that is born in the land: for no uncircumcised person shall eat thereof. 

12:36 The Lord gave . .. spoiled the Egyptians: as promised in 3:21-22. 12:37 Rameses: see 1:11 
note. Succoth: Egyptian city in the eastern Delta (not to be confused with Succoth in Transjordan). 
With the exceptions noted below, the locations mentioned here and in the following chapters cor
respond to the itinerary in Num 33. 12:38 Mixed multitude: of foreigners, including perhaps 
children of mixed marriages; see Num 11:4 note. 12:39 Victual: provisions. 12:40 Four hun
dred and thirty years: corresponding to the duration of the temple (by the sum of the dates given 
in Kings; cf. Ezek 4:4-6). In order to reconcile this figure with the promise of four generations 
(Gen 15:16) and with the ages given for Levi, Kohath, and Amram (Exod 6:16-20), some commen
tators begin the count from the date of Abraham's sojourning in Canaan, which produces two 
equal periods of 215 years on either side of Jacob's migration to Egypt (Gen 12:4; 21:5; 25:26; 
47:9). Coordinating all the chronological notices up to this point gives a date for the exodus 
of 2,666 years after the creation (or two-thirds of a "great year" of 4,000 years, the end of which 
corresponds to the rededication of the temple by the Maccabees in 164 B.C.E.). 12:41 Hosts: 
companies. 12:42 It is a night . .. LORD: better "as it was a night of vigil by the Lord, to bring them 
out ... ; so this is a night of vigil to the Lord." 12:43-50 This supplementary collection of regula
tions presupposes Israel's settlement in the land. It distinguishes four categories of non-Israelite: the 
foreigner or temporary resident (v. 43 [KJV "stranger"]), the slave (v. 44), the bound or hired worker 
(v. 45), and the sojourner or permanent resident (vv. 48-49). The decisive criterion for participa
tion is circumcision (cf. 4:24-26; Gen 17:9-14). 12:46 Out of the house: cf. v. 22. Break a bone: 
cf. Ps 34:20 (cited in John 19:36, where the paschal lamb is taken as a figure of Christ's atonement). 
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Exoous 12:49-13:15 

490ne law shall be to him that is homeborn, and unto the stranger that sojourneth 
among you. 50Thus did all the children of Israel; as the LORD commanded Moses 
and Aaron, so did they. 51 And it came to pass the selfsame day, that the LORD did 
bring the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their armies. 

13 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2Sanctify unto me all the first
born, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of Israel, both of 

man and of beast: it is mine. 
3 And Moses said unto the people, Remember this day, in which ye came out 

from Egypt, out of the house of bondage; for by strength of hand the LORD 

brought you out from this place: there shall no leavened bread be eaten. 4This 
day came ye out in the month Abib. 5 And it shall be when the LORD shall bring 
thee into the land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites, which he sware unto thy fathers to give thee, a land 
flowing with milk and honey, that thou shalt keep this service in this month. 
6 Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread, and in the seventh day shall be a 
feast to the LORD. 7Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven days; and there shall 
no leavened bread be seen with thee, neither shall there be leaven seen with thee 
in all thy quarters. 8And thou shalt shew thy son in that day, saying, This is done 
because of that which the LORD did unto me when I came forth out of Egypt. 
9 And it shall be for a sign unto thee upon thine hand, and for a memorial 
between thine eyes, that the LoRD's law may be in thy mouth: for with a strong 
hand hath the LORD brought thee out of Egypt. 10Thou shalt therefore keep this 
ordinance in his season frbm year to year. 

11 And it shall be when the LORD shall bring thee into the land of the Canaan
ites, as he sware unto thee and to thy fathers, and shall give it thee, 12that thou 
shalt set apart unto the LORD all that openeth the matrix, and every firstling that 
cometh of a beast which thou hast; the males shall be the LoRo's. 13 And every 
firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb; and if thou wilt not redeem it, 
then thou shalt break his neck: and all the firstborn of man among thy children 
shalt thou redeem. 14And it shall be when thy son asketh thee in time to come, 
saying, What is this? that thou shalt say unto him, By strength of hand the LORD 

brought us out from Egypt, from the house of bondage: 15and it came to pass, 

12:49 One law: cf. Lev 24:22; Num 9:14. 12:51 By their armies: company by company (echoing v. 41). 
13:2 Sanctify ... the firstborn: the ancient practice of redeeming the firstborn of the mother (see 
22:29-30) is here reinterpreted in light of the exodus (in the larger picture, Israel is YHWH's 
firstborn; cf. 4:22); also vv. 11-15 (postsettlement). 13:3-10 Another version of the ordinances in 
12:14-20, presented now as Moses' words to the people. 13:4 Abib: March-April; also called by the 
Babylonian name Nisan. 13:5 Service: the festival of unleavened bread; cf. 12:25, which refers rather 
to the paschal offering. 13:7 Quarters: better "territory." 13:8 Thou shalt shew [lit. "tell"] thy son: 
the verse that gave rise to the Haggadah (or ''Telling"), containing the readings and rituals repeated 
by Jews on the evening of Passover (cf. v. 14; 12:26-27). This is done: words added by KJV. According 
to the commentary of Rashi (eleventh century), the verse should be read, "It is for the sake of this (the 
crucial 'retelling'] that the Lord did so to me [brought Israel out of Egypt]." 13:9 Upon thine 
hand ... eyes: as constant reminders (see Deut 6:8-9 note; cf. Prov 6:21; 7:3). 13:12 Matrix: womb. 
13:13 Ass: ritually unclean (Lev 11:3-4); breaking the neck rendered an animal unfit for sacrifice (con
trast Lev 27:27). Redeem: ransom. 13: 14 vi/hat is this?: here the ceremony of consecration (vv. 12-13). 

135 



136 EXODUS 13:16-14:2 

when Pharaoh would hardly let us go, that the LORD slew all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man, and the firstborn of beast: therefore I 
sacrifice to the LORD all that openeth the matrix, being males; but all the first
born of my children I redeem. 16 And it shall be for a token upon thine hand, and 
for frontlets between thine eyes: for by strength of hand the LORD brought us 
forth out of Egypt. 

17 And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them 
not through the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for 
God said, Lest peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they 
return to Egypt: 18but God led the people about, through the way of the wilder
ness of the Red sea: and the children of Israel went up harnessed out of the land 
of Egypt. 19 And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him: for he had straitly 
sworn the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you; and ye shall carry 
up my bones away hence with you. 

20And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in the 
edge of the wilderness. 21And the LoRD went before them by day in a pillar of a 
cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to 
go by day and night: 22he took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pil
lar of fire by night, from before the people. 

14 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2Speak unto the children of 
Israel, that they turn and encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdal 

13:15 Would hardly let us go: lit. "hardened [his heart]" (the same verb used in 7:3). 13:16 Frontlets: 
Heb. obscure; NRSV "emblem." This verse resumes vv. 9-10 after the interpolation of vv. 11-15. 

13:17-14:31 Israel's deliverance and the destruction of the Egyptians. The crossing of 
the sea is the great hinge of the Pentateuchal narrative. It presents the culmination of God's plan for 
displaying his power, of which the patriarchal history was a foreshadowing and the ten plagues a 
partial realization. At the same time, it inaugurates the period of wilderness wandering, which extends 
until Moses' death and the crossing of the Jordan (Josh 3-4). Scholars interested in the text's his
tory of composition have made much of minor inconsistencies. In one passage, for example, the sea is 
divided or "split" by Moses; in another, adjacent passage, it is pushed back by an east wind. But such 
contradictions are themselves meaningful, carrying forward the tension, already thematized in chaps. 
7-11, between natural and divine agency, freedom and predetermination. The episode is particularly 
effective for the way it integrates the sea crossing, figure of Israel's passage from bondage to freedom, 
with God's destruction of the Egyptians (elsewhere the two traditions seem to function indepen
dently; cf. Pss 77:16-20; 78:13-14; 114; Isa 63:11-13). Typologically the parting of the sea repeats 
the parting of the waters in Gen 1, so that Israel's deliverance from Egypt becomes its re-creation as 
God's chosen people. (From a different perspective, the victory over Pharaoh reenacts the ancient 
creation myth in which God defeats the forces of chaos and "slays the dragon that is in the sea," 
Isa 27: l; cf. 51:9-10; Ps 74:13-14.) 13:17 Way . .. of the Philistines: the more direct coastal route, 
a journey of two weeks (the name may be an anachronism; see 15:14 note). 13:18 Red sea: rather 
"Reed Sea" (Heb. yam suf); perhaps one of the many lagoons near the Mediterranean coast. The tra
ditional identification with the Red Sea (Gulf of Aqaba) is now generally rejected because of its dis
tance from Goshen and lack of papyrus reeds (contrast 23:31; Num 21:4; Deut 1:40; I Kgs 9:26, where 
"Red Sea" seems accurate). Harnessed: armed for battle. 13:19 The bones of Joseph: see Gen 50:25; 
Josh 24:32. Straightly sworn: required an oath of. 13:20 Succoth ... Etham: resuming the itinerary 
from 12:37. 13:21 Cloud ... fire: complementary manifestations of YHWH's presence (cf. Gen 15: 17; 
Ps 97:2-4), anticipating the fiery revelation at Sinai (Exod 19:18; 24:15-18) and the glorious cloud that 
fills the tabernacle (40:34-38). Its functions, eventually transferred to the ark, are guidance and pro
tection (whence its association in 14:19 with God's "angel"). 14:2 Pi-hahiroth ... Baal-zephon: with 
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and the sea, over against Baal-zephon: before it shall ye encamp by the sea. 3For 
Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They are entangled in the land, the 
wilderness hath shut them in. 4And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, that he shall 
follow after them; and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; 
that the Egyptians may know that I am the LORD. And they did so. 

5And it was told the king of Egypt that the people fled: and the heart of Pha
raoh and of his servants was turned against the people, and they said, Why have 
we done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us? 6 And he made ready his 
chariot, and took his people with him: 7 and he took six hundred chosen chariots, 
and all the chariots of Egypt, and captains over every one of them. 8 And the 
LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued after the 
children of Israel: and the children of Israel went out with an high hand. 9But 
the Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and 
his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them encamping by the sea, beside Pi
hahiroth, before Baal-zephon. 

10 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, 
behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore afraid: and the 
children of Israel cried out unto the LORD. 11 And they said unto Moses, Because 
there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? 
wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? 12Is not 
this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may 
serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than 
that we should die in the wilderness. 13 And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye 
not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will shew to you to 
day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more 
for ever. 14The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. 

15And the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto 
the children of Israel, that they go forward: 16but lift thou up thy rod, and stretch 
out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go on dry 
ground through the midst of the sea. 17 And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of 
the Egyptians, and they shall follow them: and I will get me honour upon Pharaoh, 
and upon all his host, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. 18And the Egyp
tians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten me honour upon Pha
raoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. 19 And the angel of God, which 
went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of 

the repetition in v. 9, a frame for the events set in Egypt. The locations are unknown, though some 
scholars would place them along the northern Sinai coast. (In other contexts the latter name is an 
epithet of the Canaanite storm god.) 14:4 Be honoured upon: lit. "gain glory over." May know . .. 
the LORD: see 7:5 note. 14:8 With an high hand: defiantly (cf. Num 33:3). 14:ll Wherefore hast 
thou dealt thus with us: this protest will be repeated in various forms throughout the wilderness 
period, most notably in 32:1 (cf. 15:24; 16:3; Num 11:4-5; 14:2). 14:12 The word: not recorded, but 
see the complaint at 5:21. 14:13 Still: firm. 14:14 Fight for you: cf. 15:3; Deut 1:30; Josh 23:3. 
14:16 Stretch out thine hand: as before the plagues (e.g., 7:19; 8:5). Divide: lit. "split" (as the hostile 
sea was split to create the world in ancient Near Eastern mythology); the direct agent here is evi
dently Moses (contrast Isa 63:12). Dry ground: as in Gen 1:9; not the same Hebrew word as in v. 21. 
14:17-18 Harden ... honour ... know: repeatingv. 4. 14: 19 Angel [messenger] of God: see 13:21 note. 
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138 Exoous 14:20-15:1 

the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them: 20and it came 
between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud 
and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one came not 
near the other all the night. 

21 And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; arid the LORD caused the sea 
to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and 
the waters were divided. 22 And the children of Israel went into the midst of the 
sea upon the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their right 
hand, and on their left. 23 And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to 
the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 
24And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the LORD looked unto the host 
of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host 
of the Egyptians, 25and took off their chariot wheels, that they drave them heav
ily: so that the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the LORD 
fighteth for them against the Egyptians. 

26And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the 
waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their 
horsemen. 27 And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea 
returned to his strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled 
against it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 28 And 
the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, and all the 
host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there remained not so much 
as one of them. 29But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of 
the sea; and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their 
left. 30Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and 
Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore. 31 And Israel saw that great 
work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the LORD, 
and believed the LORD, and his servant Moses. 

15 Then sang. Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD, and 
spake, saymg, 

14:20 To them ... to these: added by KJV to resolve the puzzle of a darkness that illumines. 
14:24 Morning watch: last of the three watches between dusk and dawn. Troubled: better "brought 
panic on." 14:25 Took off: or perhaps "locked"; an ironic echo of v. 6, where Pharaoh "made ready" his 
chariots (same verb). Heavily: another play on the theme of "glory" (the same root in Hebrew, also used 
as one of the terms for the "hardening" of Pharaoh's heart). 14:28 Not ... one of them: ironic echo 
of 8:31 and 10:19. 14:31 His servant Moses: a title of distinction peculiar to Moses-and to those 
whom the text would thereby liken to Moses; this is its first appearance. On Moses' preeminence, see 
Num 12:7-8; Deut 34:10. 

15:1-21 The Song of the Sea is an ancient victory hymn (cf. the Song of Deborah, Judg 5), 
which most scholars consider an independent composition. Its incorporation at this point brings the 
story of Israel in Egypt to a poetic close. In contrast to the prose version (chap. 14), it omits any mention 
of Israel's crossing, ignores the role of Moses, and integrates the conquest tradition (vv. 14-16), while 
prophetically redefining the goal of the exodus as God's holy mountain (vv. 13, 17)-in context both 
Sinai and Zion. The basic themes-God's victory, "habitation," and kingship-all draw on ancient Near 
Eastern myth. (Because of the difficulty of the Hebrew, the translation is sometimes conjectural.) 
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15:2 -15:15 

I will sing unto the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously: the 
horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 

2 The LORD is my strength and song, and he is become my 
salvation: he is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation; 
my father's God, and I will exalt him. 

3 The LORD is a man of war: the LORD is his name. 
4 Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea: his 

chosen captains also are drowned in the Red sea. 
5The depths have covered them: they sank into the bottom as a stone. 
6 Thy right hand, 0 LORD, is become glorious in power: thy right 

hand, 0 LORD, hath dashed in pieces the enemy. 
7 And in the greatness of thine excellency thou hast overthrown 

them that rose up against thee: thou sentest forth thy wrath, 
which consumed them as stubble. 

8 And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were gathered 
together, the floods stood upright as an heap, and the depths 
were congealed in the heart of the sea. 

9 The enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the 
spoil; my lust shall be satisfied upon them; I will draw my 
sword, my hand shall destroy them. 

10Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them: they sank 
as lead in the mighty waters. 

llWho is like unto thee, 0 LORD, among the gods? who is like 
thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? 

12 Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, the earth swallowed them. 
13Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou hast redeemed: 

thou hast guided them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation. 
14The people shall hear, and be afraid: sorrow shall take hold on 

the inhabitants of Palestina. 
15 Then the dukes of Edom shall be amazed; the mighty men of 

Moab, trembling shall take hold upon them; all the inhabit
ants of Canaan shall melt away. 

15:1 I will sing: cf. Deut 32:2-3; Judg 5:3 (and the epic incipits of Homer and Virgil). The LORD: 

God's name occurs ten times in the Song, continuing the stress on knowledge of the name intro
duced in chapters 3 and 6. 15:2 The LORD ... salvation: cf. Ps 118:14; Isa 12:2. Song: alterna
tively, "might." Prepare him an habitation: cf. v. 13. In Mesopotamian and Canaanite epic, the gods 
similarly prepare a palace or temple for their newly chosen king following his victory over the forces 
of Sea or chaos. 15:3 Man of war: cf. 14:14; Judg'5:4-5; Hab 3:3-15. 15:5 The depths ... as a 
stone: cf. vv. 10, 16, where similar phrases make up a kind of refrain, followed each time by a direct 
address to God. 15:9 Lust: appetite. 15:7 Excellency: majesty. 15:8 Heap: cf. 14:22 ("wall"); 
repeated at the crossing of the Jordan River (Josh 3:13, 16). 15:11 The gods: of other nations 
(cf. 12:12); alternatively, the angels of the celestial court (see note to Ps 82). 15:13 Thy holy habita
tion: in the context of Exodus this could be Sinai (cf. 3:1, 12); in the context of the larger history of 
Israel, the Temple Mount (cf. v. 17; Ps 74:2). 15:14 Palestina: Philistia, along the Mediterranean coast 
(named for the Philistines, one of the migrating Sea Peoples who began settling in Canaan some 
time in the thirteenth century B.C.E.). 15:15 Edom: southernmost part ofTransjordan. Moab: to 
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140 Exoous 15:16-15:23 

16Fear and dread shall fall upon them; by the greatness of thine 
arm they shall be as still as a stone; till thy people pass over, 
O LORD, till the people pass over, which thou hast purchased. 

17Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of 
thine inheritance, in the place, 0 LORD, which thou hast 
made for thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, 0 Lord, which 
thy hands have established. 

18The LORD shall reign for ever and ever. 
19For the horse of Pharaoh went in with his chariots and with his horsemen into 
the sea, and the LORD brought again the waters of the sea upon them; but the 
children of Israel went on dry land in the midst of the sea. 

20 And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand; 
and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dances. 21 And 
Miriam answered them, Sing ye to the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously; 
the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 

22So Moses brought Israel from the Red sea, and they went out into the wilder
ness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, and found no water. 
23 And when they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, 

the east of the Dead Sea. 15:16 Fear and dread: cf. Num 22:2-3; Josh 2:9-11; 10:1-2. Till thy people 
pass over: the Red Sea but also the Jordan, as the exodus becomes a type of the conquest. Purchased: 
bought back, redeemed (v. 13); alternatively, "begotten." 15:17 Plant: settle permanently (cf. 2 
Sam 7:10; Amos 9:15). Mountain of thine inheritance: simultaneously the holy land and its theologi
cal center, the Temple Mount, where God has his Sanctuary. 15: 18 Reign for ever: first appearance 
in the Bible of the theme of divine kingship-a climax that again recalls Mesopotamian and 
Canaanite epics, where similar proclamations crown the victories of Marduk and Baal. 15: 19 But the 
children . .. sea: repeating 14:29 (a redactional frame). 15:20 Miriam: "beloved," perhaps from Egyp
tian mer; rabbinic exegesis identified her as the sister who looked out for the infant Moses (2:4, 7-8; 
cf. Num 26:59). If so, her reappearance here helps frame the first half of the book. Prophetess: see 
Num 12. All the women ... with dances: conventional after a victory; cf. Judg 11 :34; I Sam 18:6. A 
timbrel is a kind of portable drum. 15:21 Answered them: rather "sang to them." 

15:22-18:27 Crises in the wilderness. The remainder of the Pentateuch tells the story of Israel's 
forty-year journey from the shores of the Red Sea to the banks of the Jordan on the verge of the 
promised land. The defining event will be the covenant with God and the revelation of the law at 
Sinai, recounted in detail in the second half of Exodus and in the book of Leviticus. The two 
extended narratives that precede and follow this event illustrate the ingratitude of the people, who 
regularly "murmur" in protest against the leadership of Moses. The individual episodes overlap but 
are not identical. Before Sinai they are presented as "tests": Israel murmurs as a result of some par
ticular hardship, which God then alleviates in response to a petition from Moses. Following Sinai 
and the giving of the Law, the murmurings arise without explicit provocation, and Moses must inter
cede to allay God's wrath. At a structural level, Israel's movement here from Egypt to Sinai repeats 
the solitary movement of Moses in chap. 2. 

15:22-27 The waters of Marah ("bitterness," with a pun on the Hebrew homonym meaning 
"rebellion"). As God heals the bitterness of the water, so he can heal the rebelliousness of the Israel
ites (cf. 2Kgs 2:19-22). Rabbinic tradition identified the miraculous tree (v. 25) as the Torah (the 
"tree of life" of Prov 3:18), a reading supported by references to God's statutes and commandments 
(vv. 25-26) and by the call for obedience. 15:22 The wilderness of Shur: on the border of Egypt 
(cf. Num 33:8 note). Three days: cf. 5:3; Num 10:33. 
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for they were bitter: therefore the name of it was called Marah. 24And the people 
murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink? 25 And he cried unto the 
LORD; and the LORD shewed him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, 
the waters were made sweet: there he made for them a statute and an ordinance, 
and there he proved them, 26and said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice 
of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear 
to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases 
upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that 
healeth thee. 

27 And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water, and threescore and 
ten palm trees: and they encamped there by the waters. 

16 And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the 
children of Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim 

and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departing out of the 
land of Egypt. 2 And the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured 
against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness: 3and the children of Israel said unto 
them, Would to God we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, 
when we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the full; for ye have 
brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger. 

4Then said the LORD unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for 
you; and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may 
prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no. 5 And it shall come to pass, 
that on the sixth day they "shall prepare that which they bring in; and it shall be 
twice as much as they gather daily. 6 And Moses and Aaron said unto all the chil
dren of Israel, At even, then ye shall know that the LORD hath brought you out 
from the land of Egypt: 7 and in the morning, then ye shall see the glory of the 
LORD; for that he heareth your murmurings against the LORD: and what are we, 
that ye murmur against us? 8 And Moses said, This shall be, when the LORD shall 
give you in the evening flesh to eat, and in the morning bread to the full; for that 
the LORD heareth your murmurings which ye murmur against him: and what are 
we? your murmurings are not against us, but against the LORD, 

9 And Moses spake unto Aaron, Say unto all the congregation of the children of 
Israel, Come near before the LORD: for he hath heard your murmurings. 10And it 
came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the whole congregation of the children of 
Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and, behold, the glory of the 
LORD appeared in the cloud. 11 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 121 have 

15:25 Shewed: from the same Hebrew stem as "Torah" (God's teaching or law). Proved: tested (cf. 
16:4; 20:20). The subject of the clause can only be· God. 15:27 Twelve ... palm trees: perhaps a 
reminder of the twelve tribes and seventy clans, or of the seventy souls that went down to Egypt; cf. 
1:2-5. 

16:1-36 Manna and quails. Compare the similar episode in Num 11:4-35, where the rain of 
quails comes after the manna as punishment for the people's grumbling. Here the story is associated 
with the institution of the Sabbath, another sign of God's grace (vv. 22-30). 16:l Sin: location 
unknown. 16:4 Prove: in light of vv. 22-30, the test will be twofold: first, to trust in God's providence 
(cf. Deut 8:2-3); second, to keep the Sabbath. My law presupposes the commandment given at Sinai 
(20:8-11; cf. 31:12-17). 16:5 Sixth day ... twice as much: in preparation for the Sabbath, when 
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142 Exoous 16:13-16:32 

heard the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak unto them, saying, At 
even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye 
shall know that I am the LORD your God. 13 And it came to pass, that at even the 
quails came up, and covered the camp: and in the morning the dew lay round 
about the host. 14And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the face 
of the wilderness there lay a small round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the 
ground. 

15 And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is manna: 
for they wist not what it was. And Mose's said unto them, This is the bread which 
the LORD hath given you to eat. 16This is the thing which the LORD hath com
manded, Gather of it every man according to his eating, an omer for every man, 
according to the number of your persons; take ye every man for them which are 
in his tents. 17 And the children of Israel did so, and gathered, some more, some 
less. 18And when they did mete it with an omer, he that gathered much had noth
ing over, and he that gathered little had no lack; they gathered every man accord
ing to his eating. 19 And Moses said, Let no man leave of it till the morning. 
20Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses; but some of them left of it 
until the morning, and it bred worms, and stank: and Moses was wroth with 
them. 21And they gathered it every morning, every man according to his eating: 
and when the sun waxed hot, it melted. 

22 And it came to pass, that on the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, 
two omers for one man: and all the rulers of the congregation came and told 
Moses. 23And he said unto them, This is that which the LORD hath said, To mor
row is the rest of the holy sabbath unto the LORD: bake that which ye will bake to 
day, and seethe that ye will seethe; and that which remaineth over lay up for you 
to be kept until the morning. 24And they laid it up till the morning, as Moses bade: 
and it did not stink, neither was there any worm therein. 25 And Moses said, Eat 
that to day; for to day is a sabbath unto the LORD: to day ye shall not find it in the 
field. 26Six days ye shall gather it; but on the seventh day, which is the sabbath, in 
it there shall be none. 27 And it came to pass, that there went out some of the 
people on the seventh day for to gather, and they found none. 28 And the LORD said 
unto Moses, How long refuse ye to keep my commandments and my laws? 29See, 
for that the LORD hath given you the sabbath, therefore he giveth you on the sixth 
day the bread of two days; abide ye every man in his place, let no man go out of 
his place on the seventh day. 30So the people rested on the seventh day. 

31 And the house of Israel called the name thereof Manna: and it was like cori
ander seed, white; and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey. 32And 
Moses said, This is the thing which the LORD commandeth, Fill an omer of it to 

gathering (and, in later Jewish law, cooking) is forbidden (v. 29; Num 15:32-36). 16:13 Quails came 
up: contrast Num 11:31-33. 16:15 It is manna: lit. "What is this?" (Heb. man hu'), an explanation 
of the name in v. 31. In Deut 8:3, manna symbolizes the word of God; in John 6:32, the body of Jesus 
(compare the rhapsodic description of its more tangible qualities in Wis 16:20-21). Naturalists have 
compared the "honey-dew" secreted by insects in the desert (called mann by Bedouins, who collect it 
as a sweetener). 16:16 Omer: a tenth of an ephah (v. 36), roughly 2 quarts (originally a sheaf) of grain. 
16:23 Sabbath unto the LORD: God's day of rest following the six days of creation (Gen 2:2; cf. Exod 
20:11; 31:17). Seethe: boil. 16:29 Abide ye: basis for the traditional Jewish law against traveling on the 
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be kept for your generations; that they may see the bread wherewith I have fed 
you in the wilderness, when I brought you forth from the land of Egypt. 33 And 
Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot, and put an omer full of manna therein, and 
lay it up before the LORD, to be kept for your generations. 34As the LORD com
manded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the Testimony, to be kept. 35 And the 
children of Israel did eat manna forty years, until they came to a land inhabited; 
they did eat manna, until they came unto the borders of the land of Canaan. 
36Now an omer is the tenth part of an ephah. 

17 And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from the wil
derness of Sin, after their journeys, according to the commandment of the 

LORD, and pitched in Rephidim: and there was no water for the people to drink. 
2Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said, Give us water that we may 
drink. And Moses said unto them, Why chide ye with me? wherefore do ye tempt 
the LORD? 3And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured 
against Moses, and said, Wherefore is this that thou hast brought us up out of 
Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst? 4And Moses cried 
unto the LORD, saying, What shall I do unto this people? they be almost ready to 
stone me. 5And the LORD said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and take with 
thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take in 
thine hand, and go. 6Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; 
and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people 
may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the 
name of the place Massah; and Meribah, because of the chiding of the children of 
Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or not? 

8Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 9 And Moses said 
unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to morrow I will 

Sabbath. 16:34 The Testimony: the ark of the covenant (see 25:10-22; 37:1-9). Verses 32-35 look 
beyond Sinai to a future time when the manna will be kept as a memorial of God's love; compare 
Aaron's rod, similarly preserved but as "a token against the rebels" (Num 17:10). 16:35 Until ... 
Canaan: cf. Josh 5:12. 16:36 Ephah: about half a bushel. 

17:1-7 Water from the rock, presented as a test or trial of God's power, much like the plagues 
recalled in v. 5. At the same time, the people's "chiding" of Moses is a test or "tempting" (v. 2) of 
God's patience and benevolence. This double venture is commemorated in the double naming at the 
close. (Contrast the version in Num 20:2-13, where it is rather Moses who is tested.) 17:1 Rephi
dim: the last station before Sinai/Horeb (19:2; but see v. 6). Control by hostile Amalekites (v. 8) could 
explain the lack of water. 17:6 The rock in Horeb: implying that Moses and the elders (witnesses) 
must have "gone on" (v. 5) from Rephidim. If struck from the mountain of revelation itself, the 
springs might again be a figure for Torah (like the tree of 15:25); cf. Ps 1 :3, and Paul's reading of the 
rock as Christ (the new Torah) at 1 Cor 10:4. 17:7 Massah: from Heb. nasah, "to test" (KJV "tempt," 
v. 2); cf. 15:25; 16:4 (KJV "prove"). Meribah: from H~b. rib, "to contend" or "quarrel" (KJV "chide"). 

17:8-16 War with Amalek. The testing of Israel's faith at Massah-Meribah was preceded by 
the institution of the Sabbath. It is followed by a story instituting the practice of holy war, in which 
the enemy is devoted to utter destruction as a sign that God, not man, has triumphed (cf. 1 Sam 15). 
Early commentators inferred that Amalek's attack was punishment for Israel's disbelief (v. 7); others 
stressed the careful balancing of human activity and divine control. The passage has even been cited 
in defense of a succession of "just" wars by commentators who replace Amalek, Israel's perennial 
foe, with the enemy of the hour. Within the context of Israel's wanderings, Joshua's victory here 
foreshadows his victory in the struggle for the promised land. 17:9 Joshua: Moses' loyal "minister" 
and designated successor, who leads the Israelites into the promised land (see Num 27:15-23; Josh 

~--~---------

143 



144 Exoous 17:10-18:4 

stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand. 10So Joshua did as 
Moses had said to him, and fought with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur 
went up to the top of the hill. JI And it came to pass, when Moses held up his 
hand, that Israel prevailed: and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 
12But Moses' hands were heavy; and they took a stone~ and put it under him, and 
he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, 
and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down 
of the sun. 13 And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the 
sword. 14And the LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, and 
rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put out the remembrance of 
Amalek from under heaven. 15And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it 
Jehovah-nissi: 16for he said, Because the LORD hath sworn that the LORD will 
have war with Amalek from generation to generation. 

18 When Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' father in law, heard of all that 
God had done for Moses, and for Israel his people, and that the LORD had 

brought Israel out of Egypt; 2then Jethro, Moses' father in law, took Zipporah, 
Moses' wife, after he had sent her back, 3and her two sons; of which the name of 
the one was Gershom; for he said, I have been an alien in a strange land: 4and the 
name of the other was Eliezer; for the God of my father, said he, was mine help, 

1:1-8). His presence is again taken for granted at 24:13 and 32:17. 17:10 Hur: grandfather of Beza
leel who builds the tabernacle (31:2) and a member of David's ancestral family (I Chr 2:18-20); together 
he and Aaron (the monarchy and the priesthood) support Moses against Amalek and govern the people 
in his absence (24:14). 17:11-12 Hand . .. hands: the singular ~uggests martial encouragement, the 
plural religious supplication. Christian exegesis inevitably views the spreading of Moses' arms as a sign 
of the cross. 17:12 Heavy: cf. 4:10 (KJV "slow"); 7:14 note. 17: 13 Discomfited: overwhelmed. The 
collaboration here of Moses and Joshua, together yet apart, reflects the ongoing balance of divine and 
human activity: "In vain shall Moses be upon the hill, if Joshua be not in the valley" (Joseph Hall, 
Contemplations). 17:14 Write this ... in a book [or "scroll"]: the first time writing is mentioned in 
the Bible (it is omitted in Gen 4 from the list of cultural inventions); cf. 34:27-28 and note. For I will 
utterly put out [lit. "blot out"] the remembrance of Amalek: proclamation and promised fulfillment of 
the sacred ban (cf. Deut 25:19). In its most basic sense, the verb "blot out" usually refers to a piece of 
writing, such as a name or a curse inscribed in God's book (Exod 32:32-33; Deut 9:14; 29:20; 2 Kgs 
14:27). God's decision to "blot out" (KJV "destroy") man "from the face of the earth" (Gen 6:7; 7:4, 23) 
relies on the same usage (cf. Num 5:23). 17:15 Jehovah-nissi: "the Lord is my banner," with a play on 
the word "test" (Heb. nes) featured in the three previous episodes. On the English invention "Jehovah," 
see 6:3 note. 17:16 Because the Lord . .. that: rather (emending MT slightly) "a hand upon the ban
ner of the Lord," apparently a kind of oath; here it explains the name in v. 15. 

18:1-27 The visit of Jethro. The first half of the chapter (vv. 1-12) recounts the visit of Jethro, 
Moses' father-in-law (a title repeated seven times; see 2: 16 note); the second half, the establishment 
of a decentralized judiciary under Mosaic authority (cf. Deut 1 :9-18 and the expansion of the prophetic 
office in Num 11:14-17, 24-30). The anomalous placement of the chapter after the battle with Ama
lek seems designed to contrast the prototypical ally (Midianite/Kenite) with the prototypical enemy 
(cf. I Sam 15:6)-a contrast reinforced by the repetition in reverse order of the keywords "choose" 
(17:9; 18:25), "heavy" (17:12; 18:18), and "sat" (17:12; 18:13). (Num 25 and 31 give a more negative 
picture of Midian, as does Judg 6, where Midian and Amalek are bracketed together.) 18:2 Sent her 
back: Heb. shilla~. a keyword in the exodus narrative (e.g., 4:23; 8:1; 13:17 [KJV "let go"]), repeated at 
the end of the chapter (v. 27) with Jethro as direct object (KJV "let depart"); used in a technical sense, 
it means "divorce" (Deut 24:1). The passage may register a certain ambivalence about Moses' Midianite 
alliance (see note to Num 25). 18:3 Gershom: see 2:22 note. 18:4 Eliezer: "God is my help" (com-
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and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh: 5and Jethro, Moses' father in law, 
came with his sons and his wife unto Moses into the wilderness, where he 
encamped at the mount of God: 6and he said unto Moses, I thy father in law 
Jethro am come unto thee, and thy wife, and her two sons with her. 7 And Moses 
went out to meet his father in law, and did obeisance, and kissed him; and they 
asked each other of their welfare; and they came into the tent. 8 And Moses told his 
father in law all that the LORD had done unto Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for 
Israel's sake, and all the travail that had come upon them by the way, and how the 
LORD delivered them. 9 And Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness which the LORD 

had done to Israel, whom he had delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians. 
10And Jethro said, Blessed be the LORD, who hath delivered you out of the hand 
of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pharaoh, who hath delivered the people 
from under the hand of the Egyptians. 11 Now I know that the LORD is greater than 
all gods: for in the thing wherein they dealt proudly he was above them. 12And 
Jethro, Moses' father in law, took a burnt offering and sacrifices for God: and 
Aaron came, and all the elders of Israel, to eat bread with Moses' father in law 
before God. 

13And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses sat to judge the people: and 
the people stood by Moses from the morning unto the evening. 14And when 
Moses' father in law saw all that he did to the people, he said, What is this thing 
that thou doest to the people? why sittest thou thyself alone, and all the people 
stand by thee from morning unto even? 15And Moses said unto his father in law, 
Because the people come unto me to inquire of God: 16when they have a matter, 
they come unto me; and I judge between one and another, and I do make them 
know the statutes of God, and his laws. 17 And Moses' father in law said unto him, 
The thing that thou doest is not good. 18Thou wilt surely wear away, both thou, 
and this people that is with thee: for this thing is too heavy for thee; thou art not 
able to perform it thyself alone. 19Hearken now unto my voice, I will give thee 
counsel, and God shall be with thee: Be thou for the people to God-ward, that 
thou mayest bring the causes unto God: 20and thou shalt teach them ordinances 
and laws, and shalt shew them the way wherein they must walk, and the work 
that they must do. 21 Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, 
such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them, 
to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of 
tens: 22and let them judge the people at all seasons: and it shall be, that every 
great matter they shall bring unto thee, but every small matter they shall judge: 
so shall it be easier for thyself, and they shall bear the burden with thee. 23If thou 

pare Eleazar, the son of Aaron, 6:23-25 note). 18:5 At the mount of God: Sinai, which Israel will reach 
only in chap. 19 (compare the order of events in Deut 1:6-16). 18:11 Now I know: recalling God's 
professed reason for staging the plagues (see 7:5 note). KJV adds "he was" to the next clause, which is 
incomplete (or misplaced) in 1\JT. 18:12 Jethro . .. sacrifices for God: anticipating the fulfillment of 
God's promise that Israel will "serve God" on Sinai (3:12; cf. 24:4-5). Commentators have puzzled 
over the question of Jethro's religion and the absence of a proper altar. 18:15 To inquire: to seek 
an oracle. 18:16 Statutes . .. laws: like the "burnt offering" in v. 12, an indication that this epi
sode once followed the giving of the law at Sinai (cf. Deut I :9-17). 18:19 God shall be with thee: 
rather "may God be with thee" (cf. v. 23). Be thou ... God-ward: represent the people before God. 
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shalt do this thing, and God command thee so, then thou shalt be able to endure, 
and all this people shall also go to their place in peace. 

24So Moses hearkened to the voice of his father in law, and did all that he had 
said. 25 And Moses chose able men out of all Israel, and made them heads over 
the people, rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of 
tens. 26 And they judged the people at all seasons: the hard causes they brought 
unto Moses, but every small matter they judged themselves. 27 And Moses let his 
father in law depart; and he went his way into his own land. 

19 In the third month, when the children of Israel were gone forth out of the 
land of Egypt, the same day came they into the wilderness of Sinai. 2For 

they were departed from Rephidim, and were come to the desert of Sinai, and had 
pitched in the wilderness; and there Israel camped before the mount. 3 And Moses 
went up unto God, and the LORD called unto him out of the mountain, saying, 
Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel; 4Ye have 
seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and 
brought you unto myself. 5Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep 
my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all 

18:27 And he went: contrast Num 10:29-32, where the departure is still under discussion more 
than a year later, thus framing the entire sojourn at Sinai-an episode superimposed, according to 
one hypothesis, on an older version of the wilderness tradition (cf. Judg 11:14-18; Pss 105, 106). 

19:1-24:18 The theophany and covenant at Sinai. The larger epic of which Exodus is a part 
moves from Israel's birth as a nation to the conquest of the land first promised to the patriarchs. For 
over half the Pentateuch, however, this movement is suspended to accommodate a vast body of 
social and ritual law. The six chapters that follow epitomize the distinctive Israelite interweaving of 
law and history which is at the heart of Old Testament religion. Two chapters of narrative-the 
theophany (divine self-manifestation) in chap. 19 and the ratification of the covenant in chap. 24-
frame two collections of law: the universal imperatives of the Decalogue, conveyed by God directly 
to the people (20:1-17), and the specific statutes and ordinances of the Covenant Code (20:22-
23:19), conveyed indirectly through Moses. This outline conforms to the order in Deuteronomy, but 
the text shows traces of an earlier arrangement, which may not have included a decalogue at all. 
Although the effect is partially lost in translation, verbal symmetries frame the final arrangement 
(e.g., the root y-r-d, "go/come down," occurs seven times in chap. 19; the root '-l-h, "go/come up," 
seven times in chap. 24; and the root d-b-r, "word," "speak," seven times in both). 

19:1-25 God appears to the people. The defining event in the history of Israel. The Lord, who 
revealed himself in the burning bush to Moses alone (see 3:2 note), now reveals himself in terrifying 
splendor to the entire nation. Gaps and inconsistencies suggest an unusually complex history of 
composition, with Moses shuttling up and down the mountain no less than three times (vv. 3/7; 
[10]/14; 20/25) and God now dwelling on the mountain (vv. 3, (12]), now descending from heaven 
(vv. 11, 18, 20; 20:22), now assuming the likeness of a storm cloud (vv. 9, 16), now emitting smoke 
like a volcano (v. 18). Verses 3-8, in which the covenant depends on obedience to the law, are prob
ably secondary, along with vv. 20-25, which introduce the figure of Aaron but delay the divine 
speech announced at v. 19. 19:1 In the third month ... Sinai: elsewhere called "Horeb" (see 3:1 
note); Israel will camp at the foot of the mountain for close to a year before the signal to move on is 
given in Num 10:11. 19:3 Out of the mountain: like the Canaanite Baal, YHWH is frequently 
represented as a mountain god (cf. vv. 11-12; Deut 33:2; Hab 3:3). For the contrasting notion that 
God dwells in heaven, "coming down" to communicate with men, see Deut 26:15; 1 Kgs 8:27, 30. 
19:4 On eagles' wings: a figure for God's adoption of Israel (eagles were thought to carry their young 
on their wings; cf. Deut 32:11-12). 19:5 If you will obey my voice . .. my covenant: conditional for
mula characteristic of Deuteronomy (e.g., 11:27; 28:9; 30:10). Peculiar treasure: treasured possession, 
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19:6-19:21 

the earth is mine: 6and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy 
nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. 

7 And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before their 
faces all these words which the LORD commanded him. 8 And all the people 
answered together, and said, All that the LORD hath spoken we will do. And 
Moses returned the words of the people unto the Lo RD. 9 And the LORD said unto 
Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I 
speak with thee, and believe thee for ever. And Moses told the words of the peo
ple unto the LORD. 

10And the LORD said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them to day 
and to morrow, and let them wash their clothes, 11and be ready against the third 
day: for the third day the LORD will come down in the sight of all the people upon 
mount Sinai. 12And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, saying, 
Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border of 
it: whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death: 13there shall not 
an hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it be 
beast or man, it shall not live: when the trumpet soundeth long, they shall come 
up to the mount. 14And Moses went down from the mount unto the people, and 
sanctified the people; and they washed their clothes. 15And he said unto the 
people, Be ready against the third day: come not at your wives. 

16 And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thun
ders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the 
trumpet exceeding loud; ~o that all the people that was in the camp trembled. 
17 And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; and 
they stood at the nether part of the mount. 18 And mount Sinai was altogether on 
a smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof 
ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly. 19 And 
when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, 
Moses spake, and God answered him by a voice. 

20And the LORD came down upon mount Sinai, on the top of the mount: and 
the LORD called Moses up to the top of the mount; and Moses went up. 21 And the 
LORD said unto Moses, Go down, charge the people, lest they break through unto 

always with reference to Israel (cf. Deut 14:2; 26:18). 19:6 Kingdom of priests: consecrated to God's 
service, hence specially privileged (cf. Isa 61:6). 19:7-8 Laid before their faces: set before them. All 
these words ... we will do: cf. 24:3, where the same language refers to the covenant law (chaps. 20-23). 
19:9 A thick cloud: anticipating the theophany of vv. 16-18 (cf. 24:15-18; 40:34-38; and the "pillar of 
cloud," 13:21). That the people may hear: without bei'ng blinded. 19:12-13 Whosoever toucheth . .. 
not live: paradoxically, the sanctity of the mountain defiles those who touch it; and since defilement 
is contagious (cf. 29:37; 30:29), violators are to be killed without direct contact (stoned, or shot). The 
taboo will eventually be transferred to the "holy things" of the tabernacle-above all, the ark (Num 
4:15; 2 Sam 6:6-7). When the.. trumpet [ram's horn] soundeth: marking the end of the revelation (in 
contrast to vv. 16, 19); see notes on the ram's horn at Josh 6:4-5. 19:18 Quaked: "trembled" (as in 
v. 16); cf. Ps 18:7-8. 19:19 By a voice: alternatively, "in thunder," reflecting a basic ambiguity about 
the nature of the theophany: was it a verbal communication or an ineffable event to which the words 
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the LORD to gaze, and many of them perish. 22 And let the priests also, which 
come near to the LORD, sanctify themselves, lest the LORD break forth upon 
them. 23 And Moses said unto the LORD, The people cannot come up to mount 
Sinai: for thou chargedst us, saying, Set bounds about the mount, and sanctify it. 
24And the LORD said unto him, Away, get thee down, and thou shalt come up, 
thou, and Aaron with thee: but let not the priests and the people break through 
to come up unto the LORD, lest he break forth upon them. 25So Moses went down 
unto the people, and spake unto them. 

2 0 And God spake all these words, saying, 
21 am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 
3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
4Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing 

that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth: 5thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I 

that follow only allude? The theme continues at 20:18-20 (see Deut 4:12 note). 19:22 The priests 
also: anachronistic, since the priesthood is established only in Lev 8. 19:23 For thou chargedst us ... 
the mount: in v. 12. Like many readers, Moses seems to find the new command redundant; his ques
tioning of God's word recalls his resistance in the call narrative (3:11, 13; 4:10, 13; compare his pro
test against the blotting out of Israel, 32:ll-14). 19:24 And Aaron with thee: not previously 
mentioned; Moses' role as prophetic mediator will be merged with the cultic leadership of Aaron in 
chaps. 25-31. 19:25 So Moses . .. spake unto them: although this verse refers back to the prohibi
tion against touching the mountain, it has the effect of setting the Ten Commandments, which follow, 
free from all narrative context. 

20:1-17 The Decalogue, commonly known as the 'Ten Comm<}ndments," though this expres
sion never appears in the Bible. The scriptural phrase, found only in Exod 34:28 and Deut 4: 13; 
10:4, is "ten words" or "sayings," Greek deka logoi. There are various ways of counting them, but 
most modern scholars treat v. 2 as a preamble, linking law to history, and v. 3 as the first com
mandment. (The traditional rabbinic division takes vv. 2-6 as the first commandment and divides 
v. 17 into two.) Another disagreement bears on the postbiblical division into "two tables" (see Exod 
34:4 note; Deut 5:22). The most common model divides the four "religious" commandments partic
ular to Israel from the five "ethical" commandments shared by all societies and treats the command
ment to honor one's parents as a bridge. In contrast to the first table, where the commandments 
are justified or explained, commandments six through ten stand unadorned. The unit as a whole 
floats free of its immediate setting, beginning and ending abruptly. Although it is the first explicit 
law the reader encounters, it probably represents a late abstraction-a distillation from, rather 
than a model for, the laws that follow. Like its double in Deuteronomy 5:6-21, it offers not a statu
tory code but a covenantal ideal or statement of principles, addressed in the second-person singu
lar to each hearer (or reader) individually. 20:1 And God spake: but to whom? (Moses alone? 
Moses in the people's hearing? the people directly?) Jewish tradition cleverly resolves the ambigu
ity by proposing that vv. 2-6, spoken in the first person, are addressed to the people, while the 
rest, where God figures in the third person, are mediated by Moses (see note to vv. 18-21). This is 
the only instance in the Hebrew Bible where the verb "speak" is used without an indirect object. 
20:2 I am the LoRD ... house of bondage: a preamble linking God's authority as lawgiver to his 
historical role as Israel's redeemer (contrast 3:6). 20:3 No other gods: the first commandment is 
not an assertion of monotheism-or even of YHWH's preeminence-but a demand for exclusive 
loyalty (cf. 22:20; 34:14). Before me: "beside me." 20:4 Graven image: the second commandment 
prohibits not only images of God (cf. Deut 4:12; 27:15) but visual representations of any kind and 
epitomizes the biblical warning against worshipping one's own creations. In the expansion that 
follows in vv. 5-6, however, the emphasis is on the worship of other gods rather than on images as 
such ("them" in v. 5 is ambiguous, referring to the "other gods" of v. 3 as well as to the idols of v. 4). 
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20:6-20: 17 

the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; 6and shew
ing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. 

7Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will 
not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

8Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9Six days shalt thou labour, and do 
all thy work: 10but the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou 
shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy 
maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: 11for in six 
days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested 
the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

12Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land 
which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 

13Thou shalt not kill. 
14Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
15 Thou shalt not steal. 
16Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 
17Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neigh

bour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor 
any thing that is thy neighbour's. 

20:5 Jealous: or "impassioned"; a metaphor that builds on the analogy between covenant and mar
riage. Visiting ... upon the childr(!n: an assertion of collective responsibility (rejected in Jer 31:29-30; 
Ezek 18:1-4, 20), but with punishment, in contrast to reward, limited to descendants the offender 
could know in the course of a lifetime; cf. 34:6-7 note. 20:6 Shewing mercy: or "keeping faith." 
20:7 Take the name ... in vain: take an oath (lit. "take up the name") falsely. Construed narrowly, 
the prohibition protects the integrity of the public sphere, including markets and courts (cf. 23: I); 
construed broadly, it covers any misuse of the divine name (cf. Lev 19:12; 24:16). 20:8-ll 
Remember the sabbath ... hallowed it: the extended text of the fourth commandment again shows 
signs of secondary expansion (see the shorter forms in 23:12; 31:13-17; 34:21). 20:ll For in six 
days: the motive clause now links God's authority to the creation (cf. Gen 2:2-3) rather than to the 
exodus (contrast Deut 5:15). By keeping the Sabbath (Heb. shabbat, associated by the text with the verb 
shabat, "to rest"), Israel commemorates or imitates God's own rest on the seventh day. 20:12 Honour 
thy father and thy mother: the fifth commandment provides a bridge to the universal laws of the sec
ond table; it is the only commandment that contains no negative component, the last to mention the 
name of God, and the only one that promises a reward; cf. 21:15, 17; Lev 19:3 (where it stands with 
Sabbath observance at the head of the Holiness Code); Deut 21:18-21; Prov 19:26. That thy days 
may be long upon the land: the same reward promised elsewhere for obedience to God (Deut 6:2; 
11:9; 25:15). Parents seem to figure here as God's representatives, inverting the anthropomorphic 
logic by which God is presented in the guise of a parent (cf. 4:22-23; Jer 31:20; Mal 1:6). 20:13 
Kill: rather "murder" or "slay" (with or without premeditation; see Num 35), not a prohibition of war or 
of capital punishment; compare the first presentation of the law in Gen 9:6, where the sanctity of 
human life is based on the sanctity of God's image, 20:14 Adultery in ancient Israel referred to 
sexual relations with a married woman (or one engaged to be married); if proven, both parties were 
subject to execution by stoning (see Lev 20:10, where adultery is grouped with other sins against God; 
elsewhere in the ancient Near East it was considered an offense against the husband, who could 
choose to pardon it). Relations with an unmarried woman, by contrast, carried a monetary penalty, 
payable to her father (22: 16-17;-cf. Deut 22:22, 28-29). 20:15 Steal: some commentators, following 
the early rabbis, suggest that this refers only to kidnapping-a capital offense (21:16); however, the 
brevity of the commandment favors a more general reading. 20:16 False witness: including false 
accusation as well as false testimony; see Deut 19:16-21 for the statutory version. 20:17 Covet: in 
Hebrew the term may refer to thoughts or actions; cf. Prov 6:25 for the former (KJV "lust after"); Exod 

149 



150 Exoous 20: 18-20:26 

18 And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of 
the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, 
and stood afar off. 19 And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will 
hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die. 20And Moses said unto the peo
ple, Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and that his. fear may be before your 
faces, that ye sin not. 21 And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near unto 
the thick darkness where God was. 

22And the LORD said unto Moses, Thus thou shalt say unto the children of 
Israel, Ye have seen that I have talked with you from heaven. 23Ye shall not make 
with me gods of silver, neither shall ye make unto you gods of gold. 24An altar of 
earth thou shalt make unto me, and shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt offerings, 
and thy peace offerings, thy sheep, and thine oxen: in all places where I record 
my name I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee. 25 And if thou wilt make me 
an altar of stone, thou shalt not build it of hewn stone: for if thou lift up thy tool 
upon it, thou hast polluted it. 26Neither shalt thou go up by steps unto mine altar, 
that thy nakedness be not discovered thereon. 

34:24 for the latter (though KJV obscures the relation by replacing "covet" with "desire"; see Deut 5:21 
note). The psychological reading would underline the ideal status of the Decalogue as a set of prin
ciples rather than a practical code. House: "household," including everything itemized in the list that 
follows (KJV misleadingly repeats the verb, which occurs only once in MT). 

20:18-21 The people's response. Terrified by the "noise" (Heb. qol, variously "thunder" or 
"voice"; see 19: 19 note), the people call on Moses to intervene, preparing the way for his subsequent 
role as lawgiver and covenant mediator in the rest of the book. As the sequence now stands, the com
mandments are communicated directly to all Israel, while the statutes and ordinances that follow 
are transmitted by Moses (cf. Deut 4:10-13; 5:22-31). If, however, 'the request for a mediator origi
nally followed 19: 19, the current order poses a theological dilemma: did all Israel hear the command
ments directly? and if so, did they hear all ten? The answer hinges on the timing of the people's 
request-whether before, after, or in the course of God's speech. 20:18 Saw: lit. "were seeing," 
whence the uncertainty over how much of the Decalogue was public. The thunderings: perhaps the 
people simply "witnessed" them, but the synesthesia augments the sense of ineffability, much like 
Bottom's dream in Shakespeare ("The eye of man hath not heard, the ear of man hath not seen ... "; 
A Midsummer Night's Dream 4.1). 20:20 To prove [test] you: contrast 19:9, where God's purpose 
was to support Moses. His fear: "fear of him" (obedience, as opposed to the subjective "fear" of the 
first clause). Before your faces: ever with you. 

20:22-23:33 The Covenant Code or "Book of the Covenant" (so called from 24:7), generally 
considered the oldest collection of laws in the Bible, presupposes a settled agrarian society. The 
"judgments" or ordinances in the first half (21:2-22:17) use the conditional third-person syntax typi
cal of ancient Near Eastern case law (which they sometimes follow word for word), whereas the 
prohibitions and commandments that follow (22:18-23: 19) are in the imperative or apodictic second
person style characteristic of the Decalogue. The opening section concerning the altar (20:22-26) 
seems intended as a preface. Since the final unit (23:10-19) relates to the festival calendar, the rules 
governing civil and criminal behavior at the heart of the code are surrounded by a cultic frame. The 
epilogue (23:20-33) contains promises and warnings reminiscent of ancient Near Eastern vassal 
treaties (see Appendix, p. 1752; cf. Lev 26; Deut 28). 20:22-26 Proper worship. 20:24-26 Altar 
of earth ... discovered thereon: reflecting conditions prior to the centralization of worship described in 
Deut 12 and 2 Kgs 23. Note that the Deuteronomic laws and the Holiness Code in Leviticus also 
begin with regulations governing sacrifice (Deut 12:2-28; Lev 17:1-9). 20:25 Tool: specified as iron 
in Deut 27:5 (cf. 1 Kgs 6:7). The Mishnah refers to weapons of destruction; other commentators think 
the prohibition was directed against the pagan practice of decorative carving. 20:26 Nakedness: 
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20:26 Nakedness: 

21 Now these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. 2If thou 
buy an Hebrew servant, six years he shall serve: and in the seventh he 

shall go out free for nothing. 3If he came in by himself, he shall go out by himself: 
if he were married, then his wife shall go out with him. 4If his master have given 
him a wife, and she have born him sons or daughters; the wife and her children 
shall be her master's, and he shall go out by himself. 5 And if the servant shall 
plainly say, I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free: 
6then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him to the 
door, or unto the door post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an 
aul; and he shall serve him for ever. 

7 And if a man sell his daughter to be a maidservant, she shall not go out as the 
menservants do. 8If she please not her master, who hath betrothed her to himself, 
then shall he let her be redeemed: to sell her unto a strange nation he shall have no 
power, seeing he hath dealt deceitfully with her. 9 And if he have betrothed her unto 
his son, he shall deal with her after the manner of daughters. 10If he take him 
another wife; her food, her raiment, and her duty of marriage, shall he not diminish. 
11 And if he do not these three unto her, then shall she go out free without money. 

12He that smiteth a man, so that he die, shall be surely put to death. 13 And if a 
man lie not in wait, but God deliver him into his hand; then I will appoint thee 
a place whither he shall flee. 14But if a man come presumptuously upon his 
neighbour, to slay him with guile; thou shalt take him from mine altar, that he 
may die. 

15And he that smiteth hi:; father, or his mother, shall be surely put to death. 
16 And he that stealeth a man, and selleth him, or if he be found in his hand, he 

shall surely be put to death. 
17 And he that curseth his father, or his mother, shall surely be put to death. 
18 And if men strive together, and one smite another with a stone, or with his 

fist, and he die not, but keepeth his bed: 19if he rise again, and walk abroad upon 
his staff, then shall he that smote him be quit: only he shall pay for the loss of his 
time, and shall cause him to be thoroughly healed. 

20 And if a man smite his servant, or his maid, with a rod, and he die under his 
hand; he shall be surely punished. 21 Notwithstanding, if he continue a day or 
two, he shall not be punished: for he is his money. 

cf. 28:42; ritual nakedness may have been current in Mesopotamia. 21:1-11 Concerning slav
ery (placed first, as the narrative context demands); cf. Lev 25:39-46; Deut 15:12-18. Female 
slaves (vv. 7-11) often served their master as concubines. 21:1 Judgments: ordinances or legal 
decisions, as opposed to commandments and prohibitions. 21:6 Unto the judges: KJV follows the 
ancient versions; MT reads "before God" (to the sanctuary). To the door . .. his ear: perhaps bind
ing him by blood to the household; "hear" and "obey" are the same word in Hebrew. For ever: 
contrast Lev 25:39-42. 21:10 Duty of marriage: conjugal rights, a stipulation without parallel 
in ancient law; alternatively, "shelter." 21:12-17 Capital offenses; cf. 20:12-15. In contrast to 
the surrounding "judgments," these articles are formulated categorically. 21:13 A place . .. flee: 
other texts specify six "cities of refuge" (see Num 35:9-28; Josh 20). 21:14 Mine altar: see 1 Kgs 
1:50-53; 2:28-34. 21:15 Smiteth his father ... death: Mesopotamian law omits the mother 
and limits the punishment to amputation. 21:17 Curseth: cf. Lev 20:9. 21:18-36 Cases of 
bodily injury. 21:20 Be surely punished: lit. "suffer vengeance." 21:21 Money: i.e., property. 
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152 Exoous 21:22-22:3 

22If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit depart from her, 
and yet no mischief follow: he shall be surely punished, according as the woman's 
husband will lay upon him; and he shall pay as the judges determine. 23 And if any 
mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for life, 24eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand 
for hand, foot for foot, 25burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe. 

26 And if a man smite the eye of his servant, or the eye of his maid, that it perish; 
he shall let him go free for his eye's sake. 27 And if he smite out his manservant's 
tooth, or his maidservant's tooth; he shall let him go free for his tooth's sake. 

28If an ox gore a man or a woman, that they die: then the ox shall be surely 
stoned, and his flesh shall not be eaten; but the owner of the ox shall be quit. 
29But if the ox were wont to push with his horn in time past, and it hath been 
testified to his owner, and he hath not kept him in, but that he hath killed a man 
or a woman; the ox shall be stoned, and his owner also shall be put to death. 30If 
there be laid on him a sum of money, then he shall give for the ransom of his life 
whatsoever is laid upon him. 31Whether he have gored a son, or have gored a 
daughter, according to this judgment shall it be done unto him. 32If the ox shall 
push a manservant or a maidservant; he shall give unto their master thirty shek
els of silver, and the ox shall be stoned. 

33 And if a man shall open a pit, or if a man shall dig a pit, and not cover it, and 
an ox or an ass fall therein; 34the owner of the pit shall make it good, and give 
money unto the owner of them; and the dead beast shall be his. 

35 And if one man's ox hurt another's, that he die; then they shall sell the live 
ox, and divide the money of it; and the dead ox also they shall divide. 360r if it be 
known that the ox hath used to push in time past, and his owner hath not kept 
him in; he shall surely pay ox for ox; and the dead shall be his own. 

22 If a man shall steal an ox, or a sheep, and kill' it, or sell it; he shall restore 
five oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a sheep. 

2If a thief be found breaking up, and be smitten that he die, there shall no 
blood be shed for him. 3If the sun be risen upon him, there shall be blood shed 

21:22 No mischief: no harm to the woman. Although the taking of human life is a capital offense (vv. 
12, 20), the unborn child is not legally a person and so not entitled to legal protection (cf. Num 3:15 
note); hence the financial compensation, to be limited by the judges. 21:24 Eye for eye, tooth for tooth: 
the principle of talion (reciprocal punishment in kind), though harsh in appearance, was intended to 
set a limit on retribution and ensure equal justice for rich and poor; cf. Lev 24:19-21; Deut 19:21. In 
contrast to Mesopotamian law, the Bible forbids placing a price on human life or limb (cf. Gen 9:6); it 
also shuns the Mesopotamian practice of vicarious talion (e.g., killing the son of a man who has caused 
the death of another man's son; see the Code of Hammurabi 116, 210, 230; Middle Assyrian Laws 55; 
Appendix, pp. 1741, 1743, 1750). Judging from the law on homicide (vv. 12-13), talion applied only if 
the injury was intentional; however, many scholars doubt that it was ever applied literally. Early Juda
ism restricted it to monetary compensation, while the NT rejected it altogether (Matt 5:38-39). 
21:26-27 If a man smite the eye . .. let him go free: this sequel has been cited as evidence that the 
law of talion was meant to govern compensation, not punishment; however, cases involving a slave 
(KJV servant) may have fallen into a different category. 21:28 If an ox gore . .. surely stoned: since 
violating the sanctity of human life is an offense against God. (In Mesopotamian parallels there is no 
punishment for the ox.) 21:30 If there be laid on him . .. money: if the penalty is commuted to mone
tary compensation. 21:31 Unto him: to the owner and not, as in Mesopotamia, to his son or daugh
ter. 22:1-17 Laws of restitution. 22:2 Breaking up: breaking in. 22:3-4 If the sun be risen: in the 
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Exoous 22:4-22:20 

for him; for he should make full restitution; if he have nothing, then he shall be 
sold for his theft. 4If the theft be certainly found in his hand alive, whether it be 
ox, or ass, or sheep; he shall restore double. 

5If a man shall cause a field or vineyard to be eaten, and shall put in his beast, 
and shall feed in another man's field; of the best of his own field, and of the best 
of his own vineyard, shall he make restitution. 

6If fire break out, and catch in thorns, so that the stacks of corn, or the stand
ing corn, or the field, be consumed therewith; he that kindled the fire shall surely 
make restitution. 

7If a man shall deliver unto his neighbour money or stuff to keep, and it be 
stolen out of the man's house; if the thief be found, let him pay double. 8If the 
thief be not found, then the master of the house shall be brought unto the judges, 
to see whether he have put his hand unto his neighbour's goods. 9 For all manner 
of trespass, whether it be for ox, for ass, for sheep, for raiment, or for any manner 
of lost thing, which another challengeth to be his, the cause of both parties shall 
come before the judges; and whom the judges shall condemn, he shall pay double 
unto his neighbour. 

10If a man deliver unto his neighbour an ass, or an ox, or a sheep, or any beast, 
to keep; and it die, or be hurt, or driven away, no man seeing it: 11then shall an 
oath of the LORD be between them both, that he hath not put his hand unto his 
neighbour's goods; and the owner of it shall accept thereof, and he shall not 
make it good. 12And if it be stolen from him, he shall make restitution unto the 
owner thereof. 13If it be torn in pieces, then let him bring it for witness, and he 
shall not make good that which was torn. 

14And if a man borrow ought of his neighbour, and it be hurt, or die, the owner 
thereof being not with it, he shall surely make it good. 15But if the owner thereof 
be with it, he shall not make it good: if it be an hired thing, it came for his hire. 

16 And if a man entice a maid that is not betrothed, and lie with her, he shall 
surely endow her to be his wife. 17If her father utterly refuse to give her unto him, 
he shall pay money according to the dowry of virgins. 

18Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live. 
19Whosoever lieth with a beast shall surely be put to death. 
20He that sacrificeth unto any god, save unto the LORD only, he shall be utterly 

destroyed. 

previous case (v. 2), killing the thief is excusable on the grounds of self-defense; by contrast, a premedi
tated slaying-one committed after sunrise-is punishable by death. He should make ... restore 
double: these clauses probably belong with 22:1. 22:5 Cause afield ... to he eaten: use a field ... for 
grazing. 22:6 Corn: grain. 22:9 Raiment: clothing (also v. 26). 22:16-17 If a man entice: seduc
tion is here grouped among the laws relating to property damage; by contrast, adultery with an engaged 
or married woman carries the death penalty (cf. Deut 22:22-27). Maid: technically still part of her 
father's household; although the word is often translated "virgin," the concern is with legal status, not 
sexual purity. Endow her: pay the dowry or bride-price (cf. Deut 22:28-29). 22:18-31 Laws governing 
religious and social life. 22:18 Witch: grammatically feminine (cf. I Sam 28; Ezek 13:17-23); see the 
general proscription on sorcery in Deut 18:9-14. 22:19 Whosoever lieth with a beast: in the present 
context, understood as a cultic transgression; cf. Lev 18:23; 20:15-16; Deut 27:21. 22:20 The LORD 

only: compare the first commandment (20:3). Utterly destroyed: or "proscribed"; see Lev 27:29 note. 
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21 Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor oppress him: for ye were strangers in 
the land of Egypt. 

22Ye shall not afflict any widow, or fatherless child. 23If thou afflict them in 
any wise, and they cry at all unto me, I will surely hear their cry; 24and my wrath 
shall wax hot, and I will kill you with the sword; and your wives shall be widows, 
and your children fatherless. 

25If thou lend money to any of my people that is poor by thee, thou shalt not be 
to him as an usurer, neither shalt thou lay upon him usury. 26If thou at all take 
thy neighbour's raiment to pledge, thou shalt deliver it unto him by that the sun 
goeth down: 27for that is his covering only, it is his raiment for his skin: wherein 
shall he sleep? and it shall come to pass, when he crieth unto me, that I will hear; 
for I am gracious. 

28Thou shalt not revile the gods, nor curse the ruler of thy people. 
29Thou shalt not delay to offer the first of thy ripe fruits, and of thy liquors: the 

firstborn of thy sons shalt thou give unto me. 30Likewise shalt thou do with thine 
oxen, and with thy sheep: seven days it shall be with his dam; on the eighth day 
thou shalt give it me. 

31 And ye shall be holy men unto me: neither shall ye eat any flesh that is torn 
of beasts in the field; ye shall cast it to the dogs. 

23 Thou shalt not raise a false report: put not thine hand with the wicked to 
be an unrighteous witness. 

2 Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil; neither shalt thou speak in a cause 
to decline after many to wrest judgment: 3neither shalt thou countenance a poor 
man in his cause. 

4If thou meet thine enemy's ox or his ass going astray, thou shalt surely bring it 
back to him again. 5If thou see the ass of him that hateth thee lying under his 
burden, and wouldest forbear to help him, thou shalt surely help with him. 

6 Thou shalt not wrest the judgment of thy poor in his cause. 7Keep thee far 
from a false matter; and the innocent and righteous slay thou not: for I will not 
justify the wicked. 8 And thou shalt take no gift: for the gift blindeth the wise, and 
perverteth the words of the righteous. 

9 Also thou shalt not oppress a stranger: for ye know the heart of a stranger, see
ing ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. 

10 And six years thou shalt sow thy land, and shalt gather in the fruits thereof: 
11but the seventh year thou shalt let it rest and lie still; that the poor of thy people 

This prohibition of foreign cults marks the center of the collection. It also contains the first occurrence 
of the root h-r-m, which in other contexts refers to persons and property (typically enemies and 
spoils of war) condemned or set apart under the ban (see Deut 7:2 note). 22:21 Stranger: resident 
alien; cf. 23:9. 22:25 Lay upon him usury: demand interest; cf. Lev 25:36-37; Deut 23:19-20. 
22:26 To pledge . .. goeth down: cf. Deut 24:13. 22:28 Revile the gods: rather "curse God" (Hebrew 
'elohim may be singular or plural); the parallel with ruler reflects a view of political authority as 
analogous to divine authority. 22:29 The firstborn . .. unto me: cf. 13:2, 11-16. 22:31 Holy: cf. 
Lev 19:2. Flesh that is torn: cf. Lev 17 on the proper slaughtering of animals. 23:1-9 Against legal 
abuses. 23:2 Multitude: the majority; alternatively, the mighty (in contrast to v. 3). Wrest judgment: 
pervert justice. 23:3 Countenance [favor] a poor man in his cause: a warning against reverse dis
crimination; cf. Lev 19:15. 23:6 Wrest the judgment of: pervert the justice due to. 23:8 Gift: 
bribe. 23:10-19 The cultic calendar. 23:11 The seventh: the sabbatical year; cf. 21:2; Lev 25:1-7; 
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EXODUS 23:12-23:20 

may eat: and what they leave the beasts of the field shall eat. In like manner thou 
shalt deal with thy vineyard, and with thy oliveyard. 

12Six days thou shalt do thy work, and on the seventh day thou shalt rest: that 
thine ox and thine ass may rest, and the son of thy handmaid, and the stranger, may 
be refreshed. 13 And in all things that I have said unto you be circumspect: and make 
no mention of the name of other gods, neither let it be heard out of thy mouth. 

14Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto me in the year. 15Thou shalt keep 
the feast of unleavened bread: (thou shalt eat unleavened bread seven days, as I 
commanded thee, in the time appointed of the month Abib; for in it thou earnest 
out from Egypt: and none shall appear before me empty:) 16and the feast of har
vest, the firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field: and the 
feast of ingathering, which is in the end of the year, when thou hast gathered in 
thy labours out of the field. 

17Three times in the year all thy males shall appear before the Lord Goo. 
18 Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacrifice with leavened bread; neither 

shall the fat of my sacrifice remain until the morning. 
19The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring into the house of the 

LORD thy God. 
Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother's milk. 
20Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring 

Deut 15:1-12. 23:12 The seventh day: cf. 20:8-11; 31:12-17; 34:21. 23:13 Circumspect: attentive. 
23: 14-17 Three times ... in the rear: the annual festivals were originally tied to the agricultural cal
endar; they were later given historical meanings and celebrated as pilgrimage festivals (occasions of 
worship and sacrifice, originally at local shrines, subsequently in Jerusalem; cf. 34:18-24; Lev 23; 
Deut 16:1-17). 23:15 Feast of unleavened bread: celebrated in April or May at the beginning of the 
barley harvest; it was eventually assimilated to Passover (cf. 34:25; Deut 16:1-8). Abib: see 13:4 note. 
Appear before me: see v. 17 note. Empty: empty-handed (since the holiday preceded the harvest; see 
34:18 note). 23:16 Feast of harvest: celebrated in June at the completion of the wheat harvest, fifty 
days or seven weeks after Passover; hence also known as the Festival of Weeks (Shavuot or Pentecost; 
Lev 23:15-22; Deut 16:9-12). Postbiblical tradition associated it with the giving of the Torah at Sinai. 
Feast of ingathering: elsewhere known as Sukkot or Tabernacles, from the custom of building booths in 
the fields and vineyards (cf. Lev 23:33-43; Deut 16: 13-15), celebrated in September after the grape 
and olive harvest. It was later associated with the wanderings in the wilderness. 23:17 Appear 
before: or, revocalizing the Hebrew, "see the face of" (so throughout, e.g., 34:20; Deut 16:16; Ps 42:2), 
a reading that undercuts God's transcendence-whence perhaps the more cautious reading of MT. 
The Lord Gov: lit. "the lord YHWH." KJV reflects the traditional oral reading dating from the Sec
ond Temple period, when, to avoid pronouncing (and so potentially defaming) the divine name, yhwh 
was replaced by the honorific title "my lord" (see Gen 2:4 note). In the rare cases where the title and 
the name appeared in apposition, as here, the latter was replaced by "God" to avoid duplication. 
23:19 Thou shalt not seethe a kid . .. milk: origin of the Jewish prohibition against mixing meat and 
milk. Goats born in the early spring would have been slaughtered in early summer, whence the asso
ciation here and in 34:26 with the feast of harvest. (E>eut 14:21 includes the same prohibition among 
the dietary laws.) Of the many attempts, traditional and modern, to explain this odd prohibition, 
three have garnered the most support: it is directed against a pagan fertility rite (though no such rite 
has ever been attested); it is driven by the same humanitarian motives found in laws against slaugh
tering cattle, or taking female birds, together with their young (Lev 22:28; Deut 22:6); or it expresses 
the systematic reluctance, evident throughout the ritual law, to mingle life and death-milk in this 
view being the substance that sustains the young animal's life. 23:20-33 Epilogue. Although the 
preceding laws assumed a fixed agricultural society, the hortatory epilogue looks to thf impending 
conquest, a theme last mentioned in 13:5. The language here recalls Deuteronomy. 23:20-23 Like 
the pillar of cloud and fire, the Angel ("messenger") is a figure of divine guidance and protection 
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thee into the place which I have prepared. 21 Beware of him, and obey his voice, 
provoke him not; for he will not pardon your transgressions: for my name is 
in him. 22But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all that I speak; then I 
will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and an adversary unto thine adversaries. 
23For mine Angel shall go before thee, and bring thee in unto the Amorites, and 
the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites: and I will cut them off. 24Thou shalt not bow down to their gods, nor 
serve them, nor do after their works: but thou shalt utterly overthrow them, and 
quite break down their images. 25 And ye shall serve the LORD your God, and he 
shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will take sickness away from the midst 
of thee. 26There shall nothing cast their young, nor be barren, in thy land: the 
number of thy days I will fulfil. 271 will send my fear before thee, and will destroy 
all the people to whom thou shalt come, and I will make all thine enemies turn 
their backs unto thee. 28And I will send hornets before thee, which shall drive 
out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite, from before thee. 291 will not drive 
them out from before thee in one year; lest the land become desolate, and the 
beast of the field multiply against thee. 30By little and little I will drive them out 
from before thee, until thou be increased, and inherit the land. 31 And I will set 
thy bounds from the Red sea even unto the sea of the Philistines, and from the 
desert unto the river: for I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your hand; 
and thou shalt drive them out before thee. 32Thou shalt make no covenant with 
them, nor with their gods. 33 They shall not dwell in thy land, lest they make thee 
sin against me: for if thou serve their gods, it will surely be a snare unto thee. 

24 And he said unto Moses, Come up unto the LORD, thou, and Aaron, 
Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders. of Israel; and worship ye 

(cf. 14:19; Gen 24:7), identified by some traditional commentators with Moses himself in his role as 
God's prophet (cf. Hos 12:13; Hag 1:13). (KJV, inferring a reference to Christ, capitalizes the word.) 
23:23 Amorites ... ]ebusites: elsewhere the list runs to seven nations, and more (e.g., Deut 7:1; Gen 
15:18-21). 23:24 Bow down ... serve: cf. 20:5. Images: more specifically "sacred pillars." 23:26 There 
shall nothing cast their young: none shall miscarry. 23:28 Hornets: Heb. obscure (some versions 
translate "pestilence"); a feature of holy war, like divinely inspired "fear" or panic (v. 27; cf. Deut 
7:20; Josh 24:12). 23:29-33 I will not drive ... snare unto thee: a theological explanation for the 
failure of the people to eradicate the Canaanites; cf. Deut 7:22; Judg 3:1-6. 23:31 I will set . .. the 
river [the Euphrates]: the ideal boundaries of Israel, never actually attained; cf. Gen 15:18; 1 Kgs 4:21. 
Red sea: lit. "Reed Sea"; here the Gulf of Aqaba. Sea of the Philistines: the Mediterranean. The desert: 
lit. "the wilderness"; perhaps the Negev. The river: the Euphrates. (This verse has been cited by funda
mentalists, Jewish and Christian, as proof of modern Israel's right to the whole of Palestine.) 

24:1-18 Ratification of the covenant. The chapter has two panels, each of which combines 
two narrative strands in an ABA pattern. In the first panel, two groups, the priests and the elders, are 
summoned up the mountain and accorded a vision of God (vv. 1-2, 9-11). Between the call and the 
vision, the entire nation pledges to uphold the laws in a ratification ceremony (vv. 3-8) that juxtaposes 
literary testimony and oral revelation after the manner of Deuteronomy. In the second panel, two 
narrative motifs that set the stage for the golden calf episode-the stone tablets and the forty days 
(vv. 12, 18b)-bracket a description of the "glory of the Lord" that prepares for the tabernacle instruc
tions (chaps. 25-31) and foreshadows God's ultimate "abidance" in the midst of Israel (40: 34-38; 
see 25:8 note). As a response to chap. 19, the chapter effectively balances Deuteronomic with Priestly 
views of revelation, highlighting the two central themes of covenant and tabernacle, or law and 
holiness. 24:1 Come up: Moses has been at the top of the mountain since 20:21; there has 
been no mention of his descent (see v. 12 note). Nadah, Ahihu: Aaron's eldest sons; cf. 6:23. 
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afar off. 2 And Moses alone shall come near the LORD: but they shall not come 
nigh; neither shall the people go up with him. 

3And Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD, and all the 
judgments: and all the people answered with one voice, and said, All the words 
which the LORD hath said will we do. 4 And Moses wrote all the words of the 
LORD, and rose up early in the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and 
twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 And he sent young men of 
the children of Israel, which offered burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace offer
ings of oxen unto the LORD. 6And Moses took half of the blood, and put it in 
basons; and half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. 7 And he took the book of 
the covenant, and read in the audience of the people: and they said, All that the 
LORD hath said will we do, and be obedient. 8 And Moses took the blood, and 
sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the 
LORD hath made with you concerning all these words. 

9Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders 
of. Israel: 10and they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were 
a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clear
ness. 11 And upon the nobles of the children of Israel he laid not his hand: also 
they saw God, and did eat and drink. 

12And the LORD said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and be there: 
and I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and commandments which I have 
written; that thou mayest teach them. 13 And Moses rose up, and his minister 
Joshua: and Moses went up into the mount of God. 14And he said unto the elders, 

24:2 Moses alone: according to this account, the holy mountain may be divided into three zones of 
decreasing sanctity, parallel to the three divisions of the Priestly tabernacle (see 26:33 note): the sum
mit, reserved for Moses (analogous to the holy of holies, reserved for the high priest); the slope of the 
mountain, assigned to Aaron and his associates (analogous to the sanctuary or "holy place"); and the foot 
of the mountain, occupied by the people (like the tabernacle courtyard). 24:3 The words: the "ten 
words" or commandments (Deut. 4:13; cf. Exod 34:28), which together with the (interpolated?) judg
ments or ordinances of the Covenant Code (20:23-23:19) form the basis of the covenant. 24:4 And 
Moses wrote all the words: the same words he has just relayed orally, including the "judgments" (see v. 12 
note). (A similar emphasis on the identity of oral teaching and written testimony is found in Deuteron
omy; see Deut 31:9 note.) Twelve pillars: as witnesses to the covenant; cf. Josh 24:26-27. 24:5 Burnt 
offerings, peace offerings: two kinds of animal sacrifice, the latter of which was shared by the worship
pers; see Lev I and 3. 24:6 Sprinkled on the altar: cf. Lev. 1:5; 3:8; here the sacrificial blood, divided 
into equal portions, binds both parties to the covenant. 24:7 Book of the covenant: presumably the 
words written by Moses in v. 4 (although the phrase is Deuteronomic-a reflex of the Mosaic "book of 
the law" to which Israel recommits itself in the time of Josiah; cf. Deut 31 :26; 2 Kgs 22:8, ll; 23:2, 21). 
24:8 Behold the blood of the covenant: words eventually taken up in the eucharistic formula (cf. Matt 
26:28; Mark 14:24 [KJV "of the new testament"]). 24:10 They saw the God of Israel: a parallel to the 
prophetic throne visions (I Kgs 22:19; Isa 6:1; Ezek l:l'-28); to be distinguished from the face-to-face or 
unmediated vision reserved for Moses (see 33:11 note). 24:11 And did eat and drink: cf. 18:12, where 
Moses, Aaron, and the elders (together with Jethro) already share a meal "before God"; the wording, 
however, recalls the "covenant" meal at Gen 26:28-30-a modification that reconciles the Sinai vision 
with the covenant theme of vv. 3-8. 24:12 Come up ... into the mount: as in v. I, God's command 
acknowledges a hiatus (Moses' descent) and inaugurates a new section. Tables of stone: elsewhere called 
"tables of the testimony" or "of the covenant"; portable tablets inscribed by God himself with the 
text of the Ten Commandments (see 31:18 note; 32:15-16; Deut 4:13), as distinct from the "book 
of the covenant" (v. 7), written by Moses. (The confusion is cleared up in Deuteronomy, where 
Moses' "book of the law" is placed alongside the sacred tablets bearing the commandments; see Deut 
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Tarry ye here for us, until we come again unto you: and, behold, Aaron and Hur 
are with you: if any man have any matters to do, let him come unto them. 15 And 
Moses went up into the mount, and a cloud covered the mount. 16 And the glory 
of the LORD abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days: and the 
seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17 And the sight of 
the glory of the LORD was like devouring fire on the top of the mount in the eyes 
of the children of Israel. 18 And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat 
him up into the mount: and Moses was in the mount forty days and forty nights. 

2 5 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2Speak unto the children of 
Israel, that they bring me an offering: of every man that giveth it will

ingly with his heart ye shall take my offering. 3 And this is the offering which ye 
shall take of them; gold, and silver, and brass, 4and blue, and purple, and scarlet, 

31:9, 26.) Law and teach have the same Hebrew root. 24:14 Tarry ye here . .. unto you: cf. Gen 22:5. 
The appointment of Aaron points ahead to the golden calf episode in chap. 32, although Hur (see 17:10 
note) has no role there. 24:15-18 A cloud covered ... midst of the cloud: cf. 40:34-38, where the 
same imagery is transferred from the mountain to the tabernacle. Glory: Heb. kavod, from the same root 
previously used for the "heaviness" of Moses (and the plagues) and the "hardness" of Pharaoh (see 7:14 
note). 24:18 Forty days . .. nights: a detail withheld from the people, who will lose patience a day too 
soon (32:1-6). 

25:1-31:18 Directions for the tabernacle. Most of the rest of Exodus contains a detailed descrip
tion of the wilderness sanctuary, which, like a portable Sinai, will be the site of God's manifest pres
ence once Israel leaves the mountain. Although these chapters lack the verve of the exodus story, they 
are integral to the Priestly view of Israel's liberation-an insight captured by the medieval commenta
tor Nachmanides, who called them the "book of redemption." Viewed mythically, Exodus is the story of 
God's creation of the nation Israel through his victory over the "great dragon" of Egypt. From this per
spective, the tabernacle corresponds to the divine palace or sanctuary built to celebrate the triumphs 
of Marduk and Baal in the epics of the ancient Near East (see Appendix, pp. 1700, 1706-07), and 
YHWH's descent to inhabit it at the end of the book is the climax of the Priestly narrative. The section 
that follows comprises instructions given to Moses during the forty days on Sinai (compare the instruc
tions given to Noah, Gen 6:14-22). The sequence of topics is spatial, moving outward from the descrip
tion of the ark at the sacred center. By contrast, chapters 36-39, which describe the actual work; follow 
the temporal order of construction. Within the Bible's overall chronology, the tabernacle prefigures the 
temple of Solomon, to which it lends religious legitimacy-though in order of composition it is more 
likely a projection backward of the later, historical structure onto the traditional "tent of meeting." Thus 
its measurements (roughly 45 x 15 X 15 feet) come to half the length and width of Solomon's temple and 
one-third its height (cf. I Kgs 6:2). Divided into the "holy" and the "holy of holies" (again like the tem
ple), it consists of a wooden frame covered by a four-layer tent with an eastern entrance lying along the 
midline of the surrounding "court" (see diagram). The inner shrine, constituting the rear third, is sepa
rated off by a veil and contains nothing but the ark, which stands at the precise center of both the room 
and the western half of the court. At the corresponding center of the eastern half, symmetrically oppo
site the ark, stands the sacrificial altar. From the former, "God reaches out to Israel"; from the latter, 
"the Israelites reach out to God" (Nahum Sarna, The JPS Torah Commentary). Along with the design 
for the tabernacle and its furnishings, Moses also receives instructions for its staff, service, and main
tenance, including the design for the priestly vestments (chaps. 28-29). Every detail of this divine 
blueprint has been subject to centuries of elaborate interpretation, much of it symbolic. 

25:1-9 Request for donations. By beginning with the request for voluntary donations, the text sug
gests that the tabernacle will belong to the entire people. 25:1 The LORD spake unto Moses: a formula 
that occurs seven times, consistent with the Sabbath symbolism that pervades the final chapters (see 
30:11, 17, 22, 34; 31:1, 12). Here it puts the plans for the tabernacle on the same level as the covenant 
laws (cf. 20:22). 25:3 Brass: rather "bronze" (so throughout). 25:5 Badgers' skins: Heb. obscure; more 
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and fine linen, and goats' hair, 5and rams' skins dyed red, and badgers' skins, and 
shittim wood, 6oil for the light, spices for anointing oil, and for sweet incense, 
7 onyx stones, and stones to be set in the ephod, and in the breastplate. 8 And let 
them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them. 9 According to all that 
I shew thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the instru
ments thereof, even so shall ye make it. 

10 And they shall make an ark of shittim wood: two cubits and a half shall be 
the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a 
half the height thereof. 11 And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, within and 
without shalt thou overlay it, and shalt make upon it a crown of gold round about. 
12And thou shalt cast four rings of gold for it, and put them in the four corners 
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likely goat skins treated with a yellow ocher dye (according to one talmudic opinion, the hide of the 
mythic unicorn). Shittim wood: acacia (so throughout). 25:7 Stones: gems. Ephod, breastplate: see 28:4-
30. 25:8 That I may dwell: from the root sh-k-n (24:16; 40:35 [KJV "abide"]), whence Heb. mishkan, 
"tabernacle," and shekhinah, the postbiblical word for the divine presence, often represented as femi
nine. 25:9 The pattern: the heavenly form or archetype revealed to Moses on the mountain; mentioned 
again in v. 40, 26:30, and 27:8, but notably absent from the account of the work itself (chaps. 35-40). 

25:10-22 The ark (Heb. 'aron, not to be confused with the "arks" of Noah and the infant Moses). 
A portable wooden chest (approx. 45 x 27 x 27 inches) built to house the tables of the law or "testimony" 
(v. 16; cf. Deut 10:1-5, which credits its construction to Moses). As God's throne or footstool (a motif 
adopted from the Near Eastern iconography of kingship; cf. Ps 132: 7), it guides Israel in its wanderings and 
battles before coming to rest in the shrine at Shiloh (cf. Num 10:33-36; I Sam 4:4). After David finally 
installs it in Jerusalem, Solomon builds the temple as its permanent home (2 Sam 6:2; I Kgs 8:1-11). 
25:10 Cubit: from the word for forearm; about 18 inches. 25:11 Crown: ornamental molding. 
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thereof; and two rings shall be in the one side of it, and two rings in the other 
side of it. 13 And thou shalt make staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with 
gold. 14And thou shalt put the staves into the rings by the sides of the ark, that 
the ark may be borne with them. 15The staves shall be in the rings of the ark: they 
shall not be taken from it. 16 And thou shalt put into the ark the testimony which 
I shall give thee. 17 And thou shalt make a mercy seat of pure gold: two cubits and 
a half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof. 
18And thou shalt make two cherubims of gold, of beaten work shalt thou make 
them, in the two ends of the mercy sear. 19 And make one cherub on the one end, 
and the other cherub on the other end: even of the mercy seat shall ye make the 
cherubims on the two ends thereof. 20 And the cherubims shall stretch forth their 
wings on high, covering the mercy seat with their wings, and their faces shall 
look one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubims be. 
21 And thou shalt put the mercy seat above upon the ark; and in the ark thou shalt 
put the testimony that I shall give thee. 22And there I will meet with thee, and I 
will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from between the two cher
ubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give 
thee in commandment unto the children of Israel. 

23Thou shalt also make a table of shittim wood: two cubits shall be the length 
thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the height thereof. 
24And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, and make thereto a crown of gold 
round about. 25 And thou shalt make unto it a border of an hand breadth round 
about, and thou shalt make a golden crown to the border thereof round about. 
26And thou shalt make for it four rings of gold, and put the rings in the four cor
ners that are on the four feet thereof. 270ver against th(, border shall the rings be 
for places of the staves to bear the table. 28 And thou shalt make the staves of shit
tim wood, and overlay them with gold, that the table may be borne with them. 
29 And thou shalt make the dishes thereof, and spoons thereof, and covers thereof, 
and bowls thereof, to cover withal: of pure gold shalt thou make them. 30And 
thou shalt set upon the table shewbread before me alway. 

31 And thou shalt make a candlestick of pure gold: of beaten work shall the 
candlestick be made: his shaft, and his branches, his bowls, his knops, and his 
flowers, shall be of the same. 32And six branches shall come out of the sides of it; 

25:15 The staves ... from it: poles used to transport the ark without violating its sanctity (cf. 2 Sam 
6:6-7); they were never removed (I Kgs 8:8), in token of God's unrestricted mobility. 25:17 Mercy 
seat: the cover of the ark, so named from its role in the expiatory rites of the Day of Atonement (Lev 
16:2, 13-16). 25:18 Cherubims: properly "cherubim" without "s"; carved guardian figures, they 
resemble winged lions or bulls with human heads (similar images of monumental proportions have 
been found throughout the Near East). With their outstretched wings, they sustain and transport 
God's invisible throne while protecting the ark (vv. 20-22; cf. 1 Kgs 6:23-29). 

25:23-30 The table for the shewbread (lit. "bread of the presence"), twelve loaves placed before 
God as an offering and eventually consumed by the priests (Lev 24:5-9; cf. 1 Kgs 7:48). 

25:31-40 The menorah or branched lampstand (not mentioned among the furnishings 
of the temple; compare the ten lamps of 1 Kgs 7:49) is related in form to the stylized 
tree-of-life motif common throughout the ancient Near East; the floral decorations suggest 
Egyptian influence. 25:31 Knops: flower buds. Flowers: petals. Of the same: of one piece. 
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Exoous 25:33-26:12 

three branches of the candlestick out of the one side, and three branches of the 
candlestick out of the other side: 33three bowls made like unto almonds, with a 
knop and a flower in one branch; and three bowls made like almonds in the other 
branch, with a knop and a flower: so in the six branches that come out of the 
candlestick. 34And in the candlestick shall be four bowls made like unto almonds, 
with their knops and their flowers. 35 And there shall be a knop under two branches 
of the same, and a knop under two branches of the same, and a knop under two 
branches of the same, according to the six branches that proceed out of the can
dlestick. 36Their knops and their branches shall be of the same: all it shall be one 
beaten work of pure gold. 37 And thou shalt make the seven lamps thereof: and 
they shall light the lamps thereof, that they may give light over against it. 38 And 
the tongs thereof, and the snuff dishes thereof, shall be of pure gold. 390f a talent 
of pure gold shall he make it, with all these vessels. 40And look that thou make 
them after their pattern, which was shewed thee in the mount. 

2 6 Moreover thou shalt make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine twined 
linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet: with cherubims of cunning work 

shalt thou make them. 2The length of one curtain shall be eight and twenty cubits, 
and the breadth of one curtain four cubits: and every one of the curtains shall have 
one measure. 3The five curtains shall be coupled together one to another; and 
other five curtains shall be coupled one to another. 4And thou shalt make loops of 
blue upon the edge of the one curtain from the selvedge in the coupling; and like
wise shalt thou make in the uttermost edge of another curtain, in the coupling of 
the second. 5Fifty loops shalt thou make in the one curtain, and fifty loops shalt 
thou make in the edge of the curtain that is in the coupling of the second; that the 
loops may take hold one of another. 6 And thou shalt make fifty taches of gold, and 
couple the curtains together with the taches: and it shall be one tabernacle. 

7 And thou shalt make curtains of goats' hair to be a covering upon the taber
nacle: eleven curtains shalt thou make. 8 The length of one curtain shall be thirty 
cubits, and the breadth of one curtain four cubits: and the eleven curtains shall 
be all of one measure. 9 And thou shalt couple five curtains by themselves, and six 
curtains by themselves, and shalt double the sixth curtain in the forefront of the 
tabernacle. 10 And thou shalt make fifty loops on the edge of the one curtain that 
is outmost in the coupling, and fifty loops in the edge of the curtain which cou
pleth the second. 11 And thou shalt make fifty taches of brass, and put the taches 
into the loops, and couple the tent together, that it may be one. 12And the rem-

25:33 Bowls: or decorative "cups," stacked vertically beneath the lamps at the end of each branch. 
Almonds: almond blossoms. 25:34 The candlestick: here the central column. 25:37 Seven lamps: 
including the central column. 25:39 A talent: about 75 lbs. Shall he make it: rather "shall it be made." 

26:1-37 The tabernacle. Successor to the traditional tent of meeting (33:7), its features and 
functions anticipate those of Solomon's temple (1 Kgs 8). The four-layered tent of linen, hair, and 
leather (vv. 1-14) is supported by a wooden framework (vv. 15-30). Two linen veils separate off 
the holy of holies (the western third of the structure) and cover the entrance from the outer court 
to the east (vv. 31-37). 26:l Gurtains: or "panels." Of cunning work: with a cherubim design worked 
into them (cf. I Kgs 6:29). 26:4 Selvedge: outer border. 26:6 Taches: clasps (so throughout). And 
it shall be one tabernacle: better "so that the tabernacle shall be one." 26:7 Covering: lit. "tent"; 
this second layer, larger than the first, covers it completely, leaving only the silver sockets exposed. 
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