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1510 Laws Laws VI
The detailed' supervision qf the n}ark"et- must.naturally be in the hands twenty. years. the d _ ‘ 1511
of the,Market—Wardens. Their first.job is to ensure that no one does any even a small bnc‘)en(la ;r : gtct)e ofb regls?ratlon.-(d) He need-pay.no alien-tax
damage to the temples rognd tf}e ma.rketplacg; secondly; to see wh.et.her chase or sale. (e) Whpen-his tin ehaving himself), nor.any tax.on any pur:
peop.le are conducting' their business in an ordgrly or disorderly fashion, : and depart. (9) If during me I}aS expired,-he is to.collect his possessionis
and-inflict pun.lshment_o_n anyone wh(.)vneeds it. They ‘must ensure that ‘ notable service to the vftate?'peél?d he has distinguished himself for some
every commodity Fhe citizens are requlre'd. to sell. to the a%lens is solcl in [ and, the asseniblfy'to rant ﬂ.an is'confident he can persuade the council
b the'manner prescribed by law. The law will be simply this. On-the first ¢ either temporarily orgfor‘l‘f lshrequest‘ for an official extension of his stay
day 'of the month the agents (the foreigners or slaves V\{ho ‘act for the F case; and he must be ol 1e, he should present himself ang make .out hi:;
citizens) must produce the share that has to be sold to the.aliens, beginning B the state grahté him. )Oé;g;:l to enjoy to- the, full whatever concessions
with the twelfth part of corn. At this first market an alien must buy corn ’ and (h) their period -.ofgr ‘dl dren of resident aliens must be craftsmen
and reIatec.I commpdities to last him the whole month. On the ten.th,c.:lay they reach the age of fi &eem Snce must be _d.eemed to have started ‘When,
the respective parties must buy and sell a whole month’s supply of liquids. : years, after which thev en. N these conditions they-may stay for twenty
¢ The third" market should be on the twentieth, when they should hold a FVARCN they must depart. to, whatever destination they like, If

sale of the livestock that individuals they need to buy or sell, and also of
all the equipment or goods sold by the farmers, and which aliens cannot
get except by purchase—skins, for example, and all clothing, woven mate-
rial, felt, and all that sort of thing. But these goods (and barley and wheat
ground into flour-and every other kind of-food) should never be bought
d by, or sold to, a citizen or. his slave throuigh retail channels. Theproper
place for ‘retail’ trading (as it's generally-called) in corn and wine is the
foreigners’ market, where foreigners are to sell these goods to craftsmen
and their slaves; and when the butchers have cut up the animals, it'is to
foreigners, craftsmen and their slaves; and -when the butchers have cut up
the ariimals, it is to:foreigners, craftsmen and their slaves:that they must
dispose of the meat. Any foreigner who wishes may buy any kind of
firewood wholesale any day from the-district agents and .sell it to other
e foreigners whenever he likes and in whatever quantity he. pleases.

. All other goods and equipment needed by various people should be
brought to the general market-and put up for $ale in the.place.allotted
them. (The Guardians of .the Laws and the Market-Wardens, in conjunction
with the City-Wardens, will have marked: out-suitable spaces and decided
where. each article is to be sold.) Here they must exchange money for
goods and goods for money, and never hand over anything without getting
something in-return; anyone who doesn’t bother about this and trusts the
‘ other party must grin and bear it whether or not he gets what he’s owed,
350 because for such transactions there will be no legal remedy. If the-amount
or value of the object bought or sold is greater than-is allowed by the law
which forbids increase or.diminution'6f a man’s property above or below
a given limit,the excess must immediately be registered with the Guardians
of the Laws; but if there is a deficiency, it must be ‘cancelled.: The same

rules are to apply to .the registration.of the property of resident aliens.
Anyone who wishes may come to live.in the state on specified conditions.
(a) There will be a community of foreigners open to anyone willing and
b able to join it: (b) The alien must have a skill and (c) not stay longer than

gLINIAS:'?Thét'S~:righf:f o
"ATHENIAN: The. very:é(')rh dsitio - of -
of framing is, in a. way,’;  disgrace: aftor o e,
state which-will bé run.a f

;oo ety -

0sitior we are on the point
a disgrace: , : ing We: have .
Sgrace: after all, we're assuming we;have,a

in other countries, so th i
1 other countries, at the legis]at ici i
by threats—this; as I'saids is i aomsg s Q2 ticipate his appearance

down Iaws»argainst these people,

humankingd' e eI e world
<, /SOOS eak a/t h , L ,v~_> D f
will b . hayilad’ . 9Peax, a “tough egg’, whose
they. rIelaso--n}(:il~r‘t§i b%lled as to resist SOftening? Pow'effil as our ’f:l\'}i'ls‘agiir ‘
h o e able to-tame such people, just as. heat has. ho, effect or[

14 Rending i 5. tough bez;_ns. ‘For their dismal sake, the first law. Ishal] produce will. deal
e firs e proc will. dea
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i ' dares to. commit this crime.
i v from- temples, in case anyone dares to ‘
with 10D o rect. ducation our citizens' will have received, we

in view of the correct e Hizens : receive
l\;(Z)‘/A\Iulilnhardly‘war’lt any of them:to catch this disease, nor is there much

‘that 1. Their slaves, however, as well as foreigners
reaSOK}\l‘tO TX\PI):sC tc:? ?2:2%};2;151’1 rrfmy -well make frequent attempts at such
e er a'their sake principally—‘—but still with an eye on the general
Crlml‘f&- ?i)f human nature—T'1l spell out the law about.rc.)bbery from
‘t/\é;aplr:eissa;nd-about‘ all the other similar crimes which’ are difficult or even
1m§(§)lizlvt\)/1iiéot}$: l;r.actice,we agreed earlier, we must first c;)nﬁ)ct)}ie I;rf:vr:s-
blés i1 the briefest possible terms, to stand at the head of aht.besan we.
Tak’e a man who is incited by day and Kept -arwafke a; rug»m.1 Kftan( i
impulse- which drives him-to steal some holy Qb]gct; You ght e

i i ' ws, L P .
hlI‘Ilt)lar}ccllé::lfl;f(t)v}\’;utr;lizsei(ﬁli(;npulse that at present drives you to 80 F,(,),bbmgt
L }11 comes frc;m a source that is neither human nor divine: It is'a ?}?Yt
tenflp i d goad, innate in mankind as a result of crimes of long ago . a
of re_nzlg u§1ex ,iated- it travels around working dqom andi desﬁrulc\I ion,
rergami shoulg mak,e every effort to take precautions agamsthtt. ct)g;zs,,
Etlar:ke }rlgte what these precautions are. When any of t}rlgse ﬁh&tgshiiigs s
our head, seek the rites that free'a man frorni‘gullt, sge e
t d v:/ho'f'av'ert evil, and- supplicate them; seelf.the compa }L of men
the 8(1)1 2 a reputation in your community for being virtuous. - is gnt
‘tﬁ;?n aasvtehey'ssythat every man should honor what'is fine and ]usgf—t}rl}é
to bring yourself. to say it too. But run away -frpmh.the c:nfl;g;r:}):at o
wicked, with never a backwarcll1 glagcefolé(?yi?igtg" :h;snygou e
i : hat, well an ; of," the U shou
dlseas?l ikt)ﬁtg: tskcx)én ;:Zferable alternat;gve, and rid yogrself of lhfe.. o all
up’l?}?es: ate the overtures we-make to those yvho think of C(;/I\I]l}?;itlani 2
these impious deeds that bring about the ruin -?f thfe. Stat(:;"éé T et
bevs us, we should silently omit the actual law; bgt in ca o i
zniz we’ must change our tune-after the overture and sing t is T
ing strain: Ce 3 L |
] emple and is (a) a foreigner or
zlz‘r,;rllﬁrbf\ his misfortune, shall befr{lac}lle Q? hti fgzgigxgg E;n}illss, ja:\éigilz
' whippe number of laghes to e e
’Sl“};’zll 1}):3; ;ﬁfﬁﬁhﬁgﬁm out beyond the boundaries of the land, nakgd-

: ying thi ' 1 toach him restraint and make him 2
L ing this penalty will teach him res : d make B
g:ei::ra Ir)if'arlz:a the% all, no penalty imposgd by 1av:vlhas an evil V\};}?;PQ:;Q e
enerally achieves one of two effects: 1 makes the person p "

) }g)ér{alty either more virtuous or less wicked.) . ‘
| ' i ime—to have
(b)If a citizen is ever shown to be responsible for such a crim e

. NS
- perpetrated, that is, some great and unspeakable offense again
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gods or his parerits or the state,
the penalty is death.

The judge should consider him as already beyond cure; he should bear in
mind the kind of education and upbringing the man has enjoyed from his
earliest years, and how after all  this he hasstill not abstained from acts
of the greatest evil: But the. very tiniest of evils will be what the offender
suffers, indeed, he will be of service to others, by béing-a lesson to them
when he is ignominiously banished from sight beyond the borders of the
state. And if the children and family escape taking on the character of the
father, they should be-heldin honor and win golden opinions for the spirit
and persistence with which they have shunned evil and embraced the good.
- In a state where the size and number of the farms are to be kept perma-
hently:unaltered, it would not be. appropriate.for the state to confiscate
the property.of any of these criminals. But if a man commits a crime and
is thouglit to deserve: a-penalty-in'money, then-provided he possesses a
surplus over and above the basic equipment of his farm, he must pay his
fine. The Guardians of the Laws must scrutinize the registers and discover
the precise facts:in these cases,.and make an exact report to the court on
each occasion, so as to:prevent any farm becoming unworked because of
a shortage of money. If a'man.appears-to.deserve a stiffer fine, and if some
of his friends are not prepared to bail him out by contributing the money
to set him free, his punishment should take the form of a prolonged period
of imprisonment:(which should:be open. to public view), and. various
humiliations. But-no one; no matter what his.offense, is ever to be deprived
of his_citizen rights'completely, not ever if he has:gone into exile beyond
our frontiers for it The penalties we:impose will-be death, imprisonment;
whipping, or various degrading-postures (either standing .or sitting), or
being rusticated .and made to stand before temples on the boundaries of
the state; and payments-of money may be made in certain cases which we
have just meéntioned; whére such a punishmént is appropriate. In cases
involving the death penalty.the judges are:to be the Guardians of the
Laws,-sitting ‘in ‘conjunction with the court whose members are selected
by merit from-the officials of the previeus-year. The method. of bringing
these cases to couit, the serving of the summonses and similar procedural
details must be:the concern of .the.legislators: whe succeed us; what we
have to.do is legislate about:the voting. The vote:should be taken openly,
but before this our judges should have.ranged themselves according to
seniority and sat down close together facing the prosecutor and defendant;
all citizens who have'some spare time should attend and listen carefully
to such trials. First, the-prosecutor should deliver a single speéch, then the
defendant; the most senior judge should follow.these:addresses by cross-
questioning, and continue until he has gone into the arguments in sufficient
detail. One by one, the other judges should follow the most senior and
work through any points on which either litigant has left him dissatisfied
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1514 Laws

should hand on the interrogation to his colleague. All the judges should
endorse those arguments that appear pertinent by appending their signa-
tures and then depositing the documents on the altar of Hestia. The next
day they must reconvene in the same place, and after similar interrogation
and examination again append their signatures to the depositions. Having
followed this procedure three times, after giving due.consideration to the
evidence and witnesses, each judge should cast a sacred vote, swearing
in the name of Hestia to give, as far -as lies in him, a judgment just and
true. In this way they should conclude this category of trial.- g
We come next; after these matters of religion, to cases.of political subver-
sion: We should treat as the biggest enemy of the entire state the man who
makes-the-laws.into slaves, and the state into the servant of a particular
interest, by subjecting them to the diktat of mere men. This transgressor
of the law uses violence in all that he does and stirs up sedition.:Second
in the scale of wickedness, in our estimation, should come the holder of
some high state office,-who while not an- accessory to any such crimes,
nevertheless fails to detect them and exact the vengeance of his fatherland
(or, if he does detect them, holds back through .cowardice). Every man
who is any good at all must denounce the plotter to the authorities. and
take him to court on'a-charge of violently and illicitly overthrowing the
constitution. - The court should consist of the same judges as.for robbers
from temples, and the procedure of the entire trial should be the same as
it was for them, a'majority vote-being sufficient for the death penalty.
As-a rule, penalties and disgrace incurred by 4. father should not be
passed.on to any of his children; except where a man’s father, grandfather
and great-grandfather have all in turn been sentenced to death. The.state
should deport such cases to the state -and city from which their family
originally came; and they-should take their property with them; apart from
all the basic equipment of their farm. Next, sons of citizens who have more
than orne son over ten years of age should be hominated by their father
or grandfather on either ‘the mother’s or the father’s side. Ten of them
should -be ‘chosen by lot, and the names of those whom: the lot ‘selects
should be reported to Delphi. The god’s choice should then be installed
as heir to the abandoned property—and he, we hope, will have better luck:
CrLmnias: Splendid. .~ - = . - o - :
ATHENIAN: The same: regulations about the judges that should try the
case, and the procedure to be followed at the trial, will apply inyet a third
instance, when.a manis brought to court on a charge of treason. In theé
same way, a single law should apply to all three cases and. decide whether
the- children of these criminals (traitor, temple-robber, and the .violent
wrecker of the laws of the state) should remain in their fatherland or leaveit.
Again; a single law and legal penalty should: apply. to every thief, no
matter whether his theft is great or small: - : ,

42. (a) he must pay twice the value of the stolen article, if hé loses t.he
day and has sufficient surplus property over and above his farm with
which to make the repayment.
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(b) if he has, not, N
he must be kept in pri unti or os the o '
prison until he pa
. has had him convicted to let him orf)f.ys' e pees u ades t}}e man who
+43. If a man is convicted of S'teélihg Afr'om‘i?ub"lic sou.rcés? '

he shall be freed from. pri

e sh Arom-prison when he has either persya, te
e, s . u
1 et hlm Off or paid back twice the’amount invblvzd Haded the e to
dgumgs; How on ‘earth can we be serious, ‘
1 : . ifL s e L
gr d :é;\/lg?ther his ;h.evft_nls' >lq]rge or small, or whether it comes from sacred
%S rObbz rs)(’);lg]es lgm_ctl‘wll}at about all the other different circumstances
of a ¢ ohouldn't a legislator Vary the penalties he inflic h
, : 't a legislator ‘v : es he

hg Afan cope with the various categories of: thef}t)? B ' lnﬂlC.tS, "o that
SIeeTHENIéAN: That’s a good question, Clinias: I have ‘beeh-WaAlAk‘ing in my
_ming, gp :. y(}u haye bumped Into me and .woken me Up. You have ; 4
funded me of something that has occurred to me before, that the businé:g

Sir, in'sayirig that it makes no

(C)ISSC:;‘r, a‘gggid“i,glr?;cgately give a tremendous shout of laughter, and his
-, v alOnS. would be precisely those that most ‘d " are alw
ready to frot out.“You ass” he wor f.Mmost “doctors’ are always so
-o @Yt rouass, ould say, ‘you are hot treat )
but tutoring him: Anybody would: thioe 1o oreot treating the patient
- roring im. Anybody ‘would: think P A
rather than get well 'again.y R ink he wanted t0 becomne a doctor
SLINIAS: And wouldn't he be right to'say that? =~ -7
poinTtHillzl‘:zl'\:nP e‘rh?P.Shh?hwogId_—-_if he were to bear in' mind this further
S yone who handles law in the wa " N T
the citizens, not imposing laws o’ them, Waslair, o OWs IS tutorin
; 7 VL > a A I g R
sdy that? © - Posing faws on them. Wouldn't it be equally right fo
“Crintas: Perhaps so. ' ‘
ATHENIAN: However, at the moment. we are.in - SN :
. ! - Flowever, at the mément, : ; e
‘Cuntas: How do you'medn? - o ‘Weare in a fortunate position.
ATHENIAN: T mean the lack of anv nececcito v oo
o NIAN: ' of any hecessity t0 legislate. We are simply
. , . Han - T siate. We are simpl
Carrying out our own review of every kind of political system and tryﬁl g 858
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at the minimum standard we are prepared to put up w1th So we must
take.
choose which course we want to

Cuintas: This is a ridiculous choice to give: ourselves, my frrend it's lnot
as if we were legislators forced by some irresistible necessity to legislate
at a minute’s notice, w1thout being allowed to put the business, off till
tomorrow. We, God wrllmg, cando as bricklayers do, or workmen starting
some other l<1nd of erécting. We can gather our materials i 1;1 r}110 particular

— lect at leisure—the. items which are appro-
order and then select and se -
priate_ for the forthcomlng constructron Our assumptlon should be, :heret
fore that we are constructmg something, but not “under any constrain
we ’worl< at our convenience and spend part of the tlrrctlebpreﬁatrznfil;n:;

it together. So, it would be q
material, part of thé ‘time fitting i
describe o}ur penal code as already partrally la1d down, whlle other materral
for it lies read to'hand.’

ATHENIAN: lzt any rate, Clmras, this ‘will be the more realrstlctwa}; hto
Conduct our review of legislation. Well then _may we please notice this
pomt that concerns legrslators" ‘

CLinias: What oint?

ATHENIAN: Isu}fpose lrterary compos1t10ns and written Speecheslb}tl m’any
other authors are current in our c1t1es, bes1des those of the legls ator?

 CLINIAS; Of Course they are. g

' ATHENIAN: To, whose writings ought we to’ apply ourselves Are vxtze :1(;
read the poets and others who have recorded in profse or vtt;rse com;:;s(r) f1ct>he

live one’s life, to the negle
their advice about how one should
compositions ‘of the legrslators" Or isn’t it prec1sely the latter that deserve

our closest attent1on7 .

" CLINIAS: "Yes, it certainly is.
*ATHENIAN: And [ suppose the legrslator, alone among wrrters, is to be

?
den1ed permrssron to give advice about virtue and goodness an}d ]usttr}e:
Is he alone to be prevented from explammg théir nature ?and ow they
should be reflected in our conduct, if we aim to beé happy?

Curinias: No, of course not. 4
ATHENIAN: Then is it really more scandalous in the case, of Homer an

Tyrtaeus and the other poets to have composed, in wr1tmg2 ﬁad hrulesN fkcl);
the conduct of life, but less so for Lycurgus and Solon, and all ot erstln 0
have turned legrslator and committed their recommenldatli)rtrs to swsrll1 ou%d
ity’s writings on lega opic
The proper view, surely, is this: a'ct o
t and best of all those it has
turn out, on being opened, to be the fines
1d erther sound in harmony
lation; the writings of other men shou
sxlrrr:llf them, or provoke r1d1cule by being out of tune. So wha?t ésht)l:ﬁ ;tﬁi
’ nion?
hich a state’s laws ought to be written, in our opi e
1rregvt\lllatrons appear in thelight of aloving and prudent father anddmotl;e;d
Or ‘should they act, the tyrant and the despot, posting. the1r orders anc

2. For Tyrtaeus see 629a and note. Lycurgus was the traditional founder of the Sal:;a:::;
constitution. Solon legislated for Athens in 594 and wrote poems )ustlfymg his me.

Laws IX 1517
threats on walls and leaving it at that? Clearly, then, at this stage, we must
decide whether we are going.to try to:talk about laws in the right spirit.
Succeed or no, we shall at any rate show our good intentions. If we take
this course and have to face some difficulties e route, then let’s face them.
Good luck to us, and God willing, we shall succeed.
- CLiNiAs: You've put it splendidly. Let's do as you.suggest. . -, |
.. ATHENIAN: In the first place, we must continue the attempt we’ve just
made we must scrutinize our law'aboutrobbers of temples, theft in general,
and every:variety of crime. We should not let it daunt us if.in the full
spate of our legislation we find that although we have settled some matters,
our inquiry into others has still to, be completed. We are still aiming at
the status of legislators, but we haven’t achieved it yet; perhaps eventually
we may succeed. So now let’s look at these topics I've mentioned—if, that
is, you. are-prepared to, look at them in the. way I have explained.
CLINIAS: Certainly we are prepared.;: ' : ’
ATHENIAN: Now, on the whole subject of goodness and ]ustlce, we ought
to try to see quite clearly just where we agree;, and .where there are differ-
ences of opinion between us. Again, how far do ordinary meniagree? What
differences are there between them? (Naturally, we should claim that we
wanted there:to be at. least a small ‘difference between us and ordlnary
men!)

CLiNtAs: What sort of ’d1fferences between us’ have you in mind when
you say that?: ‘

ArHeENIAN: Il try to explam When we tall( about ]ustlce in general—
just men, just actions, just arrangements, we are; after a-fashion, unanimous
that all these things are ‘good’. One might insist-that even if just men
happen to.be shocking in their physical appeararnice, they are still preemi-

nently ‘good’ because of their supremely. just character. No one would
think a man was talking’ nonsense in saying that
-CLiNIAs: Wouldn't that be right? .

: ATHENIAN: Perhaps. But if: everythmg that has- the quahty of ]ustlce is
good' we ought to note that-we include in that ‘everything’ even the

things.done. fo us,-which are about as frequent roughly speakmg, as_the
things we do te others. ... -~ -, ... ; o
;- Cunias: What now, then? . ., S

ATHENIAN: Any just action we. do has the qualrty of bemg good' roughly
in-proportion to the degree to wh1ch it-has the quality of ]ustrce

_Cunias: Indeed. . .

ATHENIAN; So surely; - anythlng done to us, which has the quahty of
justice, is to that extent agreed to be good’? This wouldnt 1nvolve our
argument in any contradrctron : i

- Crinias: True. i S :

ATHENIAN: If we agree that somethmg done to us. is ]ust but at the same
time shocking, the terms %ust’ and.‘good”. will be in conflict with each

other—the reason being that we have termed. ]ust actions.‘most shameful’
CLiNIas: What are you getting at? :

LT RSP
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ATHENIAN: It's not difficult to understand. The ipjunctions of t‘he. laws
we laid down a little while ago would seem to be in flat contradiction to

what we are saying now. |
Cunias: How so? - ‘ '
ATHENIAN: Our ruling was, I think, that the temple-robber and the enerr}:y
of properly established laws would suffer a ‘just deg}tlhidBtlljt tlller;v (()ens:1 vs
i ishi nany ‘such rules, we held back.
nk of establishing -a great many’suc % reld back. 1
gfilrsel‘ves 'becémihg-ginv"ol'ved with penal suffering Qf mﬁmtfe variety and
on‘a grand scale: Of all sufferings, these were particularly just; 'but they
were also the particularly shocking ones.." Thus, surely, one mmutg g\e
shall find ‘just’ and ‘good’ invariably turning out to be the samie, and the
next moment discover they are opposites.
" CuNias: Likely enough: -+ . : o "
- ATHENIAN: Thz; is the source of the inconsistency in th’e lanacgll.;ag,e of the
ordinary man: he destroys the unity of the terms ‘good’ and ‘just’.
Crinias: That 1s indeed how.it looks, sir. . L
ArHeNIAN: Now, Clinias, we ought to examine our own p951t10r1‘ again.
How far is it consistent in this business? o an? SRR
' sister nsistenc u mean? - - - :
Cuinias: Consistent? What consistency do yo ( B o )
- ATHENIAN: Earlier in our discussion I think I have said quite categ9r1
cally—or if I haven’t before, assume I'm saying it now—that =
Cumias: What? : . i
ATHENIAN: ... all wicked men are,-in all respects, unwillingly yvlc-ked.
This being so, my next argument necessarily follows. 2
‘Crnias: What argument? “- .- e : .
-ATHENIAN: That tﬁ: unjust man-is doubtless - wicked; but that Ithe Wﬁ:kted
man is in that state only against his will:. However, to suppose "t atha
voluntary act is performed involuntarily mz?k'es no sense. Therefore, in E
eyes of someone who holds the view that injustice is involuntary, a mad
vglho acts unjustly would seem to be doing so against h:15 .w111.-Her<? ag
now, that is the position I have to accept: I allow that no one acts unjustly
exceiat against. his will. (If anyone With*a'dlsputaﬁmﬁs d1spoiﬁ10n orh g
Sire : ‘noti that although there are those w
desire to attract favorable notice says ere 4 :
are unjust against their will, even so manydmep kd(t) con;nzli :;;]é.l?t Vix;(:etlsl
i j i t and stick to what .
luntarily, I would reject his argumen ic i
:/l?én how-yam I to make my own arguments consistent? _Su.ppqie tth((ei t‘./vz
’ inias and Megillus; were. Kk me, ‘If that's so, sir, what advic
of you, Clinias and Megillus, wereto as : ‘ . dvice
ha\);e you for us about laying down laws for the i:lty’o{, éhe Magrclie;lf;lrllls(.i
ve legislate, "t-we?” ‘Of course we legislate’, I'd say, an
Do we legislate, or don't we? course ‘ ;
ask: ‘Aregyou'-'g’oi'ng to make a distinction for. the I\_/Iagnemar}s betweelr-l
voh.mtary and involuntary acts of injustice? Shall we.m(;pos? 1sltlffer E:]Itliae -
i ' i ts of injustice, and smaller pe
ties on voluntary wrongdoing and ac ! T pe
on-the involuntary? Or shall- we-treat them all on an ;:quiil f(t)qt;rl.g,j f;jz}és
: at there si is no'such thing as an act of voluntary in ¢
rounds that there simply is no such thing ary 1 _
® CriNiAs: You are perfectly right, sir. So what use ;haII we rlnz.ike‘“?f tb1s
position we have just taken up? S .
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- ATHENIAN: That's a good question. First of all, we shall make this use

of it— . ‘ .

CLiNIAS: What? ' , - o :

ATHENIAN: Let’s cast our minds back. A few minutes ago we were quite
right to say that in the matter of justice we were in a state of great muddle
and inconsistency. With that in mind, we may go back to asking questions
of ourselves. ‘We have not yet found a ‘way out of our confusion in these
things. We have not defined the difference between these two categories
of wrongs, voluntary and involuntary. In all states, every lawgiver who
has ever appeared treats them as distinct, and the distinction is reflected
in his laws. Now, is the position we took up'a moment ago to overrule
all dissent, like a- decision handed down'from .God? Shall we make just
this one assertion and dismiss the topic, without adducing any reasons to
show that our position is correct?” Impossible. What we must do, before

‘we legislate, is somehow make clear that there are two categories, but that

the distinction between them is a different one: Then, when one imposes
the penalty on either, everybody will be able to appreciate the arguments
for it, -and make some kind of judgment whether it is the appropriate

penalty to have imposed or not. N B

CLiNtas: We think you state the position fairly, sir. We must do one of
two things, either stop insisting that unjust acts are always involuntary,
or, before going any further, demonstrate its Vahfdity by means of a prelimi-

nary distinction. =~ . o . . o

- ATHENIAN: .The first of the two alternatives, denying the proposition
when I be_lieve it to represent the truth, is abs,olutely‘unacceptarble to me.

I'should be breaking the laws of both,God_-and-man.,But if the two things
do not differ by virtue of being ‘voluntary’ and ‘“involuntary’; how do they
differ? What other factor is involved? That is what we have to try, somehow
Qro_ther,,tosh_ow_..r_.,; ST oo N

CLinias: It is surely. impossible, sir, to approach the. problem in any way.

- ATHENIAN: So this is what we shall try to do. Look: when citizens come
together and associate with each other, they obviously inflict many injuries;
and to these the terms ’voluntary’ and ’involuntary’ can be_freely_applied.

CLiNias: Of course. . C - o o
" ATHENIAN: But no one should describe all these injuries asacts of injustice,
and conclude that therefore the unjust acts committed in these cases of
injury fall into two categories, (a) involuntary (because if we add them all
Up, you see, the involuntary injuries are no less numerous-and no. less
great than the voluntary ones), and (b)-voluntary as well. Rather than do
that, consider the next step I am going to take in my argument:.aim I on
to something or just driveling? My position, Clinias and- Megillus, is not
that, if someone hurts soméone else involuntarily and without intending
it, he is acting unjustly butinvoluntarily. I will not legislate so as to make
this an involuntary act. of injustice. Ignoring'its relative seriousness or
triviality, I shall refuse to.put down such an injury under the heading of
‘injustice” at all. Indeed, if my view i5 sustained, we s_,halloften‘-,say of a
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benefactor that “he is committing the injustice of conferring a benefit’—an
improper benefit. You see, my friends, in effect we should not simply call
it ‘just’ when one man bestows some object on another, nor simply “unjust’
when correspondingly he takes it from him. The description ‘just” is appli-

‘cable only to the benefit conferred or injury inflicted by someone with a
just character and outleok. This is the point the lawgiver -has to:watch; he
‘must keep his eyes on these two things, injustice and injury. He must use

the-law to-exact-damages for damiage done, as: faras he can; he must
restore losses, and if anyone has knocked something:down, put it back
upright again; in place of anything killed or wounded, he must substitute
‘something in a sound condition. And when atonement has been made by
compénsation, he must try by his laws to make the ctiminal and the victim,
in each separate case of injury, friends instead-of enemies:- T

. CunIas: So far, so good. e SR

. Atnenian: Now to deal with unjust injuries (and gains too, as when one
man’s unjust ‘act results in a gain for someone else). The cases that are
curable we must cure, on the assumption that the-soul has beén infected
by disease. We must, however, state what general: policy we pursue in
our cure for injustice. T

CrLiNias: What is this policy? = @ o S

_ ATHENIAN: ‘This: ‘when anyone commits an’dct of injustice, sérious -or
trivial, the law will combine instruction and-constraint, so'that in the future
either the criminal will never again dare to commit such a crime voluntarily,
or he will do it a very great deal less often; and in addition, he will pay
compensation” for the damage he has done: This is-something’ we can
achieve only by laws of the kighest quality. We may take action, or simply
talk to the criminial; we may grant him pleasures, or make him suffer; we
may honor hiim, we may disgrace him; we can fine him, of give him gifts.
We may use absolutely any means to make him hate injustice and embrace
titie justice-—of at any rate not hate it. But suppose-the lawgiver finds a
man who's beyond cure—what legal penalty will he-provide for this case?
He- will recognize that the best'thing for all such people is to cease to
Jive—best even for themselves. By passing on they will help-others, too:
first, they will constitute a warning against injustice, and secondly they
will- leave ‘the state- free of scoundrels: That is why the lawgiver should
prescribe the death penalty in such cases, by wayof punishment for their
crimes——but in no other case whatever. .~ = .- oo B
*- CLiNIAs: In one way, what you have said seems emineritly reasonable.
However, we shotld be glad to hear a'clearer explanation of two points:
first, the difference between injustice’and injury; and secondly the"various
senses of “voluntary’ and ‘involuntary’ that you distinguished so elabo-
rately in the course of your argument. - .~ ° a S
. ATHENIAN: I mitst try. to meet your requést and explain these “points.
Doubtless in the course.of conversation you make at least this point to
each other about the soul: one of the constituent eleménts (whether ‘part’
or-‘state’ -is‘not important) to be found' in:it is ‘anger’, and ‘this innate

. A
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impul iffi i it i
by};ts si:;alzgl?;{fiigefhfﬁcult to flght a§ it is, causes a good deal of havoc
CLiNIAS: Yes, indeed. » ; . g
A'I:HENIAN: The next point is the distinction we make between “p]. sure’
apd anger’. We say Pleasure wields her power on the basis of anp posit.
kmd_of force; she achieves whatever her will desires b o oceit
that is irresistibly compelling.? - - Y persuasive decelt
CLiNtas: Quite right. ; Lo | |
ATHENIAN: Thirdly, we would be saying nothing but the truth if
gzn;egelt%norakr)m; e}lls adcause of wrongdoing. The lawgiver would in1 fe::te
a better job if he divided ignorance into two: (1) ‘simple’ ign y
szﬂicc:ﬁ getmogi(;lotrrzz;taa;the ca}?sg of trivial faults, (2) ’dougle’ igﬁs;:x:'

, > an who is not.only in- i i ¢

on'top of that is convinced of his. own wils):ii)r;rf;hge%irésir?f lt%g(t)rﬁgcﬁ out

thorough kr}owledge of matters of ‘which, in fact, his igngorance is t:ts la

When sugh ignorance is backed up by strength and power, the lawegi er

will treat it as the source of serious and barbarous wrongdo’in ; but gll:,er

it lacks power, he will treat the resultant faults as the pec%édillbvg ef;

ch1ldrgn anc} old men. He will of course regard these deeds as offens .

and will legislate against these people as offenders, but the law: 'IIS%SI

of the most gentle character, full of understanding.’ Se
ELINIAS: Your proposals are perfectly reasonable.

. .THIENIAN: Most of us agree that some people‘are ‘conquerors of their
esire for pleasure and feelings of anger; while.others are ‘conquered’ b
them. And that is in fact the situation. . - : ey

CLiNIas: It certainly is. e
'CoﬁTiiTéAN: ]?'utth we have never heard anyone say that some people are

x SNIAS;I?/ (ce)ry tr’il; ignorance, \ixrzhlnlt‘e»'.o“th(.ers arey’gf)r}ql'le}'ed by’ 1t
evx;TyHI}ii\ggNt.o lz:lt( g\;ﬁ ed(c))l sagSitthat' each of these influences often prompts
ohich he vt st tg};lke.encvourjse to the c:)ng which attracts him and
* CLiNIAS: Yes, times without number: '

}?TI—}ENIAN: May I now clearly distinguish for you, without elaboration
what in my ylew-the terms ‘just’ and ‘unjust’ mean. My general descri tior{
of injustice is this: the miastery of the soul by anger; fear, pleasure pain
envy and desires, whether they lead to any actual d,amag,e or not 1’31}11 no
matter }_10w states or individuals think they can achieve the 00(;1 itis a
conception of what the good is that should govern every magn and hold
sway in his soul, even if he is a little mistaken. If it does, every action
don.e In accordance with it, and any part of a man’s nature that gecomes
subject to such control, we have to call just’, and best for the entire life
of marll.kmd—and this in spite of the popular belief that damage done in
such circumstances is an ‘involuntary’ injustice. However, we are not

3.-Reading biaiou in b8.
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‘engaging now. in acaptious.dispute about terminology. But since it has

become clear that there are three kinds of basic faults, we ought first to
impress these upon our.memory even more firmly. Our first kind is a

‘painful one, and we call it anger and fear. ™ -

.CLiNIAS: Yes. - : e . .
.. AtHeEniAN: ‘The second kind consists of pleasures and desires: The third,

which is a distinct category, consists of hopes and. opinion-—a mere shot
at the truth about the supreme good.* If we divide this last category twice,?
we get three types; and that makes, according to our present argument,
.a total of five in all. We must enact different laws for the five kinds, and
we must have two main categories. BFIR '

- Cuinias: And what are'these? .~ i :
-~ ATHENIAN: The: first category :covers ‘every occasion when crimes are
committed openly with violence; secondly, we:have crimes that take place
under cover of darkness, involving secrecy and fraud. Sometimes we find
a combination’ of - both methods, in which case our laws'will have to be
very harsh indeed, if they are going to do their job. SRR

Cumias: Of course. ~ 0 - . o oo T

AtrENIAN: Now let’s go back to tlhie point where we started: to"digress,
and carry on with our enactment of thelegal code: Our regulations about
those who pillage from the gods, and'about traitors, had, I'think, already
been made; we had also dealt with'those who do violence to the laws in
order.to-subvert ‘the existing constitution."A man who commits one of
these: crimes might be suffering:from insanity, or be as:'good as insane
either because of disease, or the effects of advanced senility, or because

he is still in the years of childhood. T o

C

44. (a) If clear proof of any of these states is ever shown to the judges

selected in each case, on the submission of either the criminal or his
. .counsel, and in the opinion of, the court-the man was-in that condition
 -when he committed his crime,. .. . .- . 4 S

he must pay, without fail, simple recompense for any damage he may

have inflicted on anyone, but the other details of the-penalty should be
... waived,.. .. G :

" (b):if he has killed' s:dméoné?ﬁafhi-s‘haﬁds"é\reipbllutéd.by murder,

-ihe must depart.to ‘a place in another country -and live there in exile for
.a year. ' . T S

; 45 If ‘hé":co'xlhles b‘aék'befo‘ré the ieégily aﬁlp'ointédl, time, or even puts a

" foot into any"part of his native country,

4. Réading .. . kai doxes, tou alethoiis peri to ariston ephesis, triton. .. inb7. "'
"5, ‘Assuming that the ‘third’ category hefe is "équivalie,nt to that of “ignorance’ as a/cause
of- wrongdoing (863c-d), the reference here is to the ‘simple” and “double’ forms of
ighorance there noted, of which the latter was divided into that ‘with power” and that
‘without power’. That would yield ‘three types’, as the Athenidn goes on to say here.
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he must be impri ; S
prisoned in the public iaj] b i
- for two years, after which he shall be] relea)alsg:f Cuardians of the Laws

t . need n
o lay down a comprehensive set of laws that will cover everyOtc:tCeré1 -
tha Ory

46 A. If anyone has uhintentionally i ] |
; ntionally killed a man who § i
1 0 is not
l(a) i a contest or public games—whether death occurs im) cEIm el o
ater as a result of the wounds, o : mediately, or
(b) in war similarly, o -
t(lcc)) rtll) ;r:ilrﬁlgz tor:I‘fvu}I\lg, whethe;‘in Javelin-exercises without the protec
4 | hen some ¢ bei ied in imifati P
wartiitie usage, - - | Weap?n? are pglng Carngd in imitation of
the offender shall be fres volluticn wl b 4
ee of pollution when he ified j
?g)cqgclilagce'with the relevant law from Delphi: : ha's been purfied in
loctors, if their i i : i
treatment patient dies as'an unintended result of their

are to'be free of pollution according to law.

B. If onhe man kills’ er’ i uni
() by foeoon h;ﬁ g?qthgr by hls ?wn act, !?gt.ujlnteqtionally,
(1) without weapons, or '
(ii) by tool weapon, administrati ‘
. 1) by tool, - , : tration of food" ink, - icati
.~ fire or cold, or deprivation of air, whether - °r cink 2pplication of
(@) ('1_) he*does the deed himself, or ‘
‘ 21) through-the agency of others, ™ "~ -~ :
it all cases it must be ; is own 'z ! ; A
ol case A e{rec'lfgpefi his ow‘n’act. zlxr}d he must pay penalties
If he kills
(a) a slave, » ‘ '
he must indemnify the dead man’ inst the danag
I's master against the'damage. i
what the lf)ss would be if his own slave hagd': been Eiﬁ:gl age" r'eﬂecnng
. }? If he fails to indemnify-the master ‘ S
. ne must pay a penalty of tivice the valxlue' of
: ay a of ’ the dead man, the i
;x:;k}l)r:ﬁ ia;in ets'tlmat(}e1 of 1ti'rl and he'must resort to greater and nmoreelggri%is
cations than those who have killed in ; o
o phica : _ contgsts,_ and such ex-
| gons- are chosen by the oracle are to be in charge of thesg purifica-
‘;Bt ant. (b) If he kills ‘a slave of his own .
et ntm purify himself, and be quit of the ' ing to law
(c) If he kills a free man, inad\?ertently, ® murder éCCOFd!ng folaw
he must undergo the same purifications as the killer of a slave. -

iec ii}:ztic}er;o;ttiii light;yI 1an old story that Eoﬁes from our,colleétion of
: . 5 as tollows: Having lived in the full proud spirj
freedom, the man murdered by violence, freshly dead, tur};s lI{us S;}ljllrr;toc;f
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i : i d loathing -at his

n responsible. The dead man is full of fgar an ]
:)k\‘/\e;np\?irc?ferr\ltrSuI;ferings; he abominates the sighit of his own.murderer going
about localities once familiar to himself; to the full limit of his powers he

‘visits his own anguish o the perpétrator of thé crime, the man and his

deeds; and his allies are the‘memories that haunt the nivulj(ﬁiérér“‘.‘ Therefore
B 4 ller s A is victim for ‘all the séasons of an
. (a) A killer must keep clear of his victim / |
Enti(?; year, by staying.away from the dead man’s usual haunts a‘nfi the
" whole of his native country. ‘
(b) If the deceased is a foreigner, .. . -
ghi killer should keep clear of the foreigner’s homeland: as well for an
identical period. .., 0w L Lo
" i?innt;i fbeyé this law without demur, the deceased’s next of kin, ‘V}:'ho
will take note of his compliance with these requirements,-will gr.aﬁth.xm
pardon.and will be entirely correct to live on peaceable terms with him.
If the Killer disobeys, ... .. ... - oo
?a)l’gy c(;arilng to enter(ytempleksi and perform sacrifices, polluted as he is,

en . . i
?;dbt;refusing to complete ,theuabc.)ve,—mevntlgp‘ed Pepzd aprg?i;urder
- the deceased’s next of kin must prosecute.the killer.on a charge.o! urder.
In case of conviction, all penalties aret tc;l?e d.oﬁtizled. ’

xt of kin does not prosecute the crime, . -, . .
f};eli ;%;Lett;; must be deemed to have arrived at.his own, doqr,h oyv,“lr?sghzc;
' the murdered man’s supplications for.atonement. Anﬁf_opi vs{( ec; ishe

may bring a charge against the next of kin and force him to keep away
from his native country for five years, accprc!;r}g to la\};v. ;) t _
G. (a) If a foreigner kills a foreigner-who is living in tl e state,
énybne who wishes should prosecute under the same aws..,:
(b) If the killer is :

(1) a resident alien,
he must go abroad for a year; .

(i) a non-resident alien,

he must keep away, for the whole of hxs ,I‘ife}'\f'fgm th.(e‘coqntr}f that .Ia}t/s
down these laws, in addition to. performing the, pqu_fllcat;;‘q\r}sv,.thlis is to
. hether he kills (1) a non-resident alien, .(2) a residént alien, or

apply, w o0 (2) 3 resident e
(3)‘2:1 ctizen.- . . - R L T N AL vrv, ‘
CHIfhereturns, - gt s e s i et

(a) illegally,

the Guardians of the Laws must punish him by death, and if he has any

property, they must present it to, his vi(;tirAr}f‘s,hearest:rerla(t‘i’v,e‘; L

(b) unintentionally, RS "
(i) being shipwrecked on the coast, -

he must camp out where the sea washes by his feet. and. awal

. nity to sail away;. .. S |
o ’}.I(ii) being forcibly brought in overland by someone,

- the first official of the state that comes-across him must set him free and

dispatch him unharmed beyond the border.

tan opportu—
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If someone kills a-free man by his own hand, but the deed is done in
anger;, we must first make an internal distinction within this type of crime.
Anger is.common to (1) those who kill a man ‘by blows or similar means,
.owing to a sudden impulse: here the action is immediate, there is no
previous intention to kill, and regret for the deed follows at once;-(2) those
who have been stung by insults or opprobrious actions and who pursue
their vengeance until, some time latet, they kill somebody: they intend to
kill, and the deed causes no repentance. So it Iooks as if we have to establish
two categories of. murder; broadly speaking, both are done in anger, but
a proper description would be ‘falling somewhere midway between “vol-
untary” and “involuntary” ’; however, each ‘type comes closer to one or
other of these extremes. The man who nurses his anger and takes his
vengeance later—not suddenly, on the spur of the moment, but with
premeditation—approximates to the voluntary murderer. The man whose
anger bursts forth uncontrollably; whose action is instant, immediate, and
without' premeditation, resembles the involuntary killer. Yet even so, he

. Is not an entirely involuntary killer: he only resembles one. It is therefore

sometimes difficult to categorize murders done-under ‘the influence of
anger, and to know whether to treat them in law as voluntary or involun-
tary. The best-course, which .corresponds most closely to reality; is to
classify ‘them both under .what they most resemble, and to distinguish
them by the presence or absence of ‘premeditation. We should lay down
‘comparatively severe penalties for those who have killed in_anger and
with:premeditation, and lighter ones for.those who have killed on the spur
of the momertt without previous intent. Sornething which resembles a
greater evil should attract a greater punishment, whereas a lesser penalty
should be visited on that which:resembles_a lesser evil.:This, then, is the
course our laws should take. .. - : S

. - CLinias: Indeed it is. . A o o

ATHENIAN: Then let's go back to our subject-and -carry on &s. follows:

47 A. 1f someone kills a free man with his own hand, and the deed is
"done in:a fit of anger, without previous intent, - -
his penalty should in general be that appropriate to a man who has killed
without anger; but in addition he should be obliged to go into exile for
fwo years, by way of a curb for his anger. . S
B. If a man kills in anger, but with premeditation, L

- his penalty should in general be- that inflicted in the previous instance;
but his exile should be for three years as against -the. other’s two, the
period of punishment being longer because of the- greater violence of
his passion. - . . . ..~ o r .

In such cases, regulations for the return from exile should run as follows.
(It is not easy to make hard and fast rules: sometimes the. fiercer ¢riminal
as. defined by the law may turn out easier .to manage, whereas the
man who, is_suppesedly more manageable may turn. out to be a more
difficult case, having committed a murder with some savagery; the other,
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«+ he must ;purify himself.” =« ¢

i) their discretioni”™ - - o
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conversely; may have dispatched his-victim without! brutality. However,
myi account- does describe.the cases you'll find -are typical.) - e
. The Guardians of the Laws should ‘act as assessors of all these points,
and-when'the period of exile prescribed for «either-catégory has come to
an end, they.should'send twelve of their number, as judges, to the borders
of the country. During the time thathas elapsed these twelve should have
made: a. still more exact investigation into - what the: exiles did, 'so asto
decide whether. to grant pardon-and ‘permission to-return; and: the exiles
are bound to acquiesce in the judgment iof these authorities. *- ="~ " <~

v oF

C. (a) If-a returned «exile of either category is ever ‘again overcome by
.angér:and'commits the same offense, Lo NE

‘he must go-into:exile and never come back. -

. «(b) If he does come back,

. his:penalty will be the same as that imposed-on thé foreigner who re-
turns [46H]- ST R

D-(a) If a‘man kills-his own slave, P

i

(b) If he kills another’s slave, in anger, "
he must pay double damages.to the owner: 7

. B.Af a killer in:any tategory flouts the law: and in his unpurified state
.. pollutes' the market-place, the sports stadium, and other-holy places,
- anyone who wishes should prosecute both:the killer and the relative of
~.the:dead man - who allows the Killer to. do-this,’and compel the-relative
. to exact payment:of twice the fine ‘and the other expenses; and the

prosecutor shall'be legally-entitled to'take for himself the'money so paid.

:F. () If a.slave kills-his-own master, in-anger,

the relatives of the deceased shall treat the'killet in whatever way they
like (except that under no circumstances whatever may they let‘him’go
‘on"liVi‘ng)j and be free of pollution: -+ * - R
(b) If a slave murders a free man who is not his master, in anger,

his master shall deliver him up to the relatives of the:deceased, who
will be obliged to kill him, the -manner- of the execution being within

G..(This is arare occlifrenée, -but not unknown.) - © gt
(a) If a father or mother kills.a son'of daughter in anger by beating them
or by using some other form of violence;, " . Tt
 the murderers must undergo the same purifications as apply in the éther
cases, and-go' into exile for three years: A
(b) When they come back; the female Killer-must be separated from: her
husband and the male from his wife, and they must have no more
children; and they must never again share hearth and home with those
whom they have robbed. of a'son or brother, or join inreligious ceremon-
- ies with them. i ¢ "7 T SRR R
. H.'If someone is impious enough:to disobey these regulations,
he shall be liable to-a charge of impiety at the hands of anyone who wishes.
1. (a) If a mankills his wedded wifeina fitof anger, ora wife her husband,
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they must under ificati
' go the same purifications and spend three years i d|
;F) Or} his return, a person who has done such a deed m1}17$t ;Seg:e: )'((1>1ie‘
is children in religious ceremonies nor eat at the same table with th] y

{1. If hthe parent or the child disobeys, . - : o

e shall equally be liable to ge of impiety: s 0

he sh Wig}?es_ y a charge of impiety-at the-hands of anyone

K. If in anger .. - . . St

@ a b.rotherv'kills-a brother or.a sister-,-br

(Z) a sister kills a brother or a sister,

the same purifications and periods of exile as i

. nd as applied to parent
cﬁlldlrgn should be specified as applying in these c.fses too.'(E[)“hatnisS t;I:ed
3 e;L:iv rcliev?rt;ha}refhﬁarth and home with the brothers whom they,havz
ed of their;fellow: brothers nor with- parent whom |
deprived of children, nor join i eligi etomonics with ooy v
, join in religious i
, E If anyone disobeys this law, & ceremontes with them)

e will be subject to the relevant law-of impi ty: i '
oy ot nd propen wof 1.r‘np1et.y< alFeady »1a1d down, as
M. If anyone gets'into such an un able“tempr :
| ) into su governable temper with his.

; ?ar;d. b;egtett;efrs that in his insane fury he dares to kﬁl one of tﬁstega'r::és
. (a) is let off responsibility for murder b ;

e o yA nur i‘er y é ‘vo'luntary stgtement pf the
he must perform the same purifi ations as thd L hu

. ‘ purifications as those who commit involunt
‘murder; and when he has followed the rest-of the procedure pr'escrit?;(}:{
for those cases; he may be-considered purified. . S

(b) If hé is not let off,. IR

the perpetrator of such a ‘crime will: be ihdictable’ur-\der y I
will be subject: to- the -most: huge perialties for assault, arIT::lgrlli}]:cgst;’ssé Iff)i
rlm;,nety for temple-robbery—he has plundered:the' shrine that is his par-
ent’s bgdy, and. déprived. it .of -life: :Consequently if. one man: couldpdie
many times, the murderer of his father-or mother who has actea in anger
woluld' deserve to die the death over and -over again. To this one killergno
law-will allpw- the plea of self-defenise; no law will permit him to kill his
{?thetr or mother,“ who brought.him into the: world. Thé: law will instruct
Blm o put up. with-all' manner of suffering before he does such a thing.
utvw..hat .ot}}er penalty than death could ‘the law appropriately: lay down
for this. ;rlmlnal? The law, then, should'run:.- .** = - y y
(b):cont. . SR , o
the penalty for the murderer of a father 6r. mother is to b de
-N. (a) If a brother kills his own brother in a political bi;i;?{ltél; some

. similar circumstances, in:self-defense when his victim had struck first,

he should be d e :
o enemmy), regarded ‘as free of pollution: (as though he had killed

(b) The same applies if
(1) a citizen kills a citizen, or
(i) a foreigner kills a foreigner.
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. (0) If in self-defense
: (i).a citizen kills a: foreigner; or
. . (ii) a foreigner Kkills a citizen, A
the culprit should be in the same position with regard to the freedom
from pollution, and likewise if R ' o
(iii) a slave kills a slave.
O. If however a slave, in self-defense, kills a free man,
he should be subject to the same-laws as the: parricide [47ML.: . -
P. The regulations stated about. the: acquittal from responsibility for
.. murder granted by-a fatherare to apply to every acquittal in' such cases
. (when, that .is, one man ‘voluntarily absolves another of responsibility,
: on‘thé:grounds that.the' murder has been committed involuntarily):
.. the criminal must undergo- the purifications and:spend one year away
front the countryaccording.to law: - S e T

as a description of involuntary murders, which
involve violence and anger. Our next task is to speak of voluntary murders,
.which are premeditated and spring from sheer injustice—the lack of control
over thé désire for pleasure: and: over one’s lusts and jealous feelings.
Cumias: Trues - —iie o0 0 0w o s
ArvueniaN: First of all, we ought again to m
possible of: these sources of crime: T
- The.chief cause:is lust, which tyrannizes a soul that has gone wild with
desire. This lust is most -usually- for 'money; the- object -of - most. men’s
strongest and most frequent longing. Because of the innate depravity of

men and their misdirected education, money has the power to produce

in them a million cravings that are imipossible to satisfy—all centering on
education is

the endless acquisition of wealth. The. cause of this incorrect.
the pérnicious praise-given to-wealth by the-public opinion of Greeks-and
qon-Greeks; alike.:In fact, wealth takesionlyi third- place in the. scale of
goodness;*but they ‘make:it preeminent, to' the ruination of posterity and

d the noblest policy. for all:cities to follow is to tell

themselves.-The best an
the truth about wealth, namely that it existsto serve.the body, just as the

body.should be the servant of ithe: soul. Although the -ends which wealth
naturally serves are indeed ‘good’, wealth itself will: take third place,

coming. after’ the perfection of .the soul and the body. Taking, therefore,
this argument as our guide,-we:s‘h’all,find.that the man who means to-be
happy should not seek simply to be wealthy, but to be wealthy in a way
consistent with justiceand self-control. Murders needing still more murders
in expiation would not occur in cities that had taken this lesson to heart.
But.as things are;. as we said when we embarked on: this topic, we have
here one cause, and an extremely pr-ominent cause .at that, of the most

serious charges.of deliberate murder.

Let-this more or less suffice

ake-as complete a list as

6. See the lists at 697b ff. and 743e.

Laws IX
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Second, an ambitious cast of mind: this breeds feelings of jealousy, which -

are dangerous compani i i i
panions to live with, particularly f ’
actually feels jealous, but. potential 7 ¢ teads (e person who
actually fecls P ially harmful to the leading citizens of the
fe:f-; tg? ;hglc}ﬂ}zlace, ma‘rll\;rha murder has been prompted by the cowardl
Yy man. en a man is committing so i :
; il an. When, \ , some
Ia{‘re;i.dy CPm.m{tt?‘El it, he wants no one to know abog(xt it anccir;?}? o
e 1¥Enate a possible informer in any other way, he mur’d'ers hime et
- ;g;et ;(?r?li,f,l;s' ;1}'1’01:1? ;:f)n}ftitute the preface applying to all these crimes
, ust tell the story which is so strongl i '
: , b
g}ar}y hpgoplg ‘wh.ep‘the.y hear it from those who have fngd}; aeslési\ged oy
of ‘s,qlc | matters in Jthe;r_, ‘mystic ceremonies. It is this: ussady
remtraggetantc; is exdcted fo‘r these crimes in the after-life, and when a
turms cc)1 bls world again he is ineluctably obliged to pay the enmlin
Einiéélf (;n ét’e}cli tc})’ll?t 1;:/\;1 \:o_lf Sa:ure—_t; undergo the same tréa't'men}t) asa hz
- It to his victim, arid fo conclude his i
gn;:fouptermg a similar fate at the hands of someone :iasl:hly existence by
i gvgietlgrob?}}{s aqd hea{tily 'd;eads such ‘a:p_enalty after merely hearin:
e o d_;e,. lere 1s‘nolr}§e¢d to play over the relevant law. But in ca s
sobedience Atvl}ef»ollovymg'law should be stated in ‘writing; e
48 A. (2) If a-man by his own hand vici sa l
. own h i iti
vemeiation y) ‘ : anFl_ VlClOUSlYklllS a fellow citizen, with
- ‘ _ Co .
ni) ;n;g{h}j::ee;cl;u;ed from t};e' places where people usually gather, and
. mples:or market :or harbors or-any oth ' ;
ofjassembly, whether or not someone: T amation anaind the
jassembly, meone makes a proclamati i
..culpritin these terms. (Thereason i ' e e
-culprit AT son is that the law itself mak
mation. Jt' makes a permanent and ic ) 3 o hehart of the
. publ; ion o
xévhole»state; oy P hcvprocl’a?r.r’xatlon on behalf of the
:p';(fé ;mr:ggnfa:;dxr_\ his.'.?uty ’_c(z prosecute the. culprit‘or'bar him by
y ation;. is a'relative (no more distant tha i
3[eceased-ion either the father’s side or the mother’s R & cousin) of the
0 vi ﬁégzgfn{ F;ﬁgether with the enmity of the gods, should arrive at his
1:door. :(; e:.curse. imposed by the law turns: the edi
against him.) He must be subj fon at ¢ e ot amy
. ject to prosecution at the hand
man who wishes to take venge £ : s piveliucd
) wist . geance for-the deceased, and the man
;\; ;)r ;;Lrllsa :e\rljglelftit(i)ntsake c;/eﬁgelzlance must scriupulously perform all the
; ablu and all the other ritual details th i
+for such cases; and-when h ish e ton o muet
: 2 < e-has published the procl ion, h
. go and make:the crimi i i iom of the penal .
. goand makethe cri mal }sqult tq -the.}mpOS}'t1o§\ (_)f the penalty, under

niifi 1sb ;azy rfﬁ;;blegisflator to demonstrate that all t'ilis should be accompa-
er of prayers and sacrifices to th i
piec : ose gods who make it
tﬁ?{ :vlvl:lrilr??s ;g Prsvent rr;lurders occurring in society.g The Guardizins'olf
, ciation with expounders, sooths , A
the (s, ayers, and the god, should
ule who these gods are to be, and specifythe p‘rocedtllre for brignging such
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‘cases that.would be most in harmony with the requirements of religion;
they should then follow it themselves in bringing these cases.to court, which
should be the same as.the one given final: :authority over temple robbers 4

48 A. cont.
(b Ifa than is found guilty,
" he must be pun1shed by death and be depr1ved of burial i in the country
of 'his victim. (In this way we can show he has not been forg1ven, and
avoid 1mp1ety) o
"C. (a) If the. defendant makes off and refuses to submit’ to' trlal,'
" he’ must remain 1n éxile permanently R
" (b) If such a pefsor sets foot within the country of the murdered man,
 the ﬁrst of the relatives of the deceased who comes across hlm, or 1ndeed
any citizen; should either ™ .’ T S
() kill him with impunity, or BT
" (§i) Hie Him up, arid hand him over to the judges who'tried the case
for them to carry out the execut1on o
D. When a man undertakes a prosecutlon, he should 1mmed1ately de-
- ‘mand sureties from the accused. The latter ‘must duly provide. his sure-
' “ties, who must bé deemed in the eyes of the ]udges who const1tute the
court in thése casés, to be cred1t worthy, and these three cred1t-worthy
© .sureties must’ pledge ‘themselves to produce the accused at his trial. If
a man refuses, or is unable, to produce sureties, RIS Qi
the authorities must arrest him- and keep him.bound and under guard
so that they can produce him at. the hearing of the-case. =« '»» i "
+ E. If'a man.does not-actually kill with his ownrhands;, but. s1mply plans
. themurder, and although résponsible for it by virtue of plotting arrange-
. - ments, continues torlive in- the state with his soul polluted by homicide,
his trial for this crime should proceed along the:same l1nes as before,
~except as regards:the bail. If he is.convicted, . - -l
- +he may be granted-burial in his native-land; but- the: other deta1ls of the
punishment should conform with the regulatlons prevxously lard down
. for this category’ ‘
-~ F. These same regulatlons about the actual comm1ss1on and mere plott1ng
.of a murder-should apply when. , el
: (a) (i) foreigners prosecute foreigners, : :
(i) citizens prosecute foreigners: and fore1gners c1t1zens, and
: (iii) slaves prosecute slaves. . - .=' 1/ @ e
(b) Bt an exception should be made in the bus1ness of. the surety. Just
_as it was-said [48D.] that actual murderers: should.provide sureties, the
person who proclaims the ban arising from the murder should simultane-
ously demand sureties in these cases too [48F(a)(1—111)].,

7 855c 856a e
8. Reading touton in d7 : LoD e
-'9. That is, for those who do kill with therr own hand:

Laws IX 1531

- G: If a slave intentionally kills a free man, whether he did the deed
himself or planned it, and is convicted, :

. the public executioner should haul him off in the direction of the deceased’
grave to'a po1nt from which :the culprit can ‘see the tomb. He should
then scourge him, giving as. many strokes as the successful prosecutor
instructs. If the homicide survives. the scourging, he is to be executed.
I}:I If a mz;ln l;(ﬂls an g\nocent slave, fearing that he will inform against

is own shocking and disgraceful .conduct, or pro
T ot prompted by some-simi-
he should subm1t to trial, when a slave' has d1ed in these c1rcumstances

: rec1sel hé
; ap cmze Iy as e would have subm1tted to tr1al for murder if he had l<1lled

EaS

[

Certa1n cr1mes wh1ch may ‘occur, make the miere’ co
for them an unpleasant and, d1stasteful business, bt 1If1 l)soffflp)gs;fblzvfs
omit thém from our code. T mean’ del1berate and- wholly wicked murders
of relatives, whether the murderer commits the crime in person or merel
plots it. Generally speal<1ng, these’ l<1ll1ngs occur in states that are badly
adm1n1stered or have a defect1ve system “of educat1on but occas1onally
one of them might crop up even in a country ‘where one ‘would hardly
look for it. What we have to do is to répeat our explanation of a momerl’t
ago, hoping _thatwany.one who-hears-jt will be more willing and able to
avoid committing murders that are absolutely the most detestable in the
s1gl}:t of Heaven. The ‘myth’, or-“explanatior’, or whatever the right word
is),ngaz gc(c))m‘e down to us 1nxunamb1guous’ term:sl from the l1ps of pr1ests of

Justice stands on guard to exact vengeance for the sp1ll1ng of the blood
of relat1ves, she operates through the law we have just mentioned, and
her Uecree is that a‘man who has done something of this kind'is obliged
to suffer precisely what he has inflicted. If ever a man has murdered his
father, in the course of time. he ‘must suffer the same ' fate from violent
treatment at'the hands of his children. A matr1c1de, before being reborn
must ad6pt the female sex, and after being born a woman and bearlng
children, be dispatched subsequently by them. No other purification is
available when common blood hds been polluted; the’ pollution resists
cleans1ng ‘until,‘mutder for murder, ‘the gu1lty soul"has paid the penalty
and by this appeasement has soothed the anger of the deceased’s entire line.

" Thus the fear of such vengeance 'exacted by the gods, ‘should hold a
man in check. But this is the law the human legislator will lay down in
case some people should be overwhelmed by the terrible mrsfortune of
committing stich'a cr1me ‘

L () If they should dare to tear the soul from the' body of their father

mother, brothers or children, deliberately and with premeditation ,
~ .the proclamations. of banishment from placesiof public.resort, and the

sureties, should be identical:to those detailed.in ‘previous cases. .
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 (b) If a man is convicted of such a murder, having killed one of the

aforementioned persons,

. the court-assistants and-the officials-shall éxecute him, and throw him

out, naked, at-a specified place where'three roads meet outside the city.
All the officials, on behalf.'of the entire state, must take a stone and
throw it at the head of the corpse, and thus purify the entire state. After
this; they ‘must carry-thé corpse to'the borders of the land.and eject it,

_giving it no burial;.as the law instructs. %
But what about the killer of the person who is, aboye all, his ’riearést and
dearest’, as the expression is? What penalty ought he to undergo? I am
talking about the man who kills himself, who (1) uses violence to take his

fa

te out of the hands of destiny, (2) is not acting in obedience to any legal

decision of his state, (3), whose hand is not forced by the pressure of some
excruciating and tinavoidable misfortune, (4). has not fallen into’ some
ifrémediable disgrace that he cannot live with, and (5) imposes this unjust
judgment on himself in a spirit of slothful and abject cowardice. In general,
what ritual observances should take place with regard ‘to purification and
interment in this case, are matters known to God; the relatives must seek
guidance from expounders and the relevggtllzi’wgs, and act in these instances

according to their instructions. But

i49.(a) People wh0'perish in this way must be buried individually, with
hoone to share their:grave. ... i o :

*» (b) They must-be buried in disgraceon.the boundafies of the twelve_

territorial divisions, in deserted places that have no name. -
(c) The graves must not be identifiable, either by headstone or title:

'50. (a) If a beast of burden or any other ahimal kills anyone, (except
" when the incident occurs while they are competing in one of the pub-
lic contests), ... . ..l e

" (i) the Feldtives must prosecute the killer for murder; o

(i) the riext of kin must appoint some Country-Wardens (whichever
ones he pleases, and as many as he likes), and they must try the
case: ) .

_ (iij) if the animal is found guilty, .. . o
they miust Kill it'and throw it out beyond the frontiers of the country.

" (b) If some inanimaté object causes loss of human life (but not if it is a
stroke of lightning or some similar ' weapon wielded by God—it must

" be one of the other things that kill a.man by falling on him, or because

. he falls on it),

(i) the next of kin must appoint the riearest neighbor to sit in judgment
on the object, and the deceased’s entire line; )
. (ii) the condemned object must be thrown over the frontiers, in the
" way specified in the ',c.'ase of animals. ' " ‘ 4
. 51. If someone is. found dead, and the killer is not known and cannot

be discovered by diligent efforts to trace him, - -
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thq proclamations should be the same as laid down in former cases, bej
rpade; however, against ‘the murderer’: when the prosecutor has’" ?I;)g
- lished his case, he must give notice in the market-place to the kil o i ci
+ -convicted murderer of so-and-so, that he must not enter holy pla s nox
any part of the country of the deceased; he must threaten tha)nlt}i)f }fees dnor
turn up and is recognized, he will be executed, denied burial, and (})1(?5
body ejected from the country of his victim. - : e

So much, then, for the law on that sort of fnurder. In the fol "
. ich, then, for the on that sort of murder. In the following. condi-
{tlQ.Ils, h‘oweverl,xltr will be rlght to regard the killer as’ innc?cecr)'zmg condt
52.@a) If he catches a thi ing hi night t ' |
Ry ot esa h1ef entermghls home at night to steal his goods,
-he shall be innocent. : SR o -
t+(b) If he kills a footpad in'self-defense; = -
, he'shall be innocent.. : .. = ¢ ¢ 2 T ur 0L .
- }(IC) If ar{)yohe'sexually' violates a free. woman or boy, ' - o
- he may be killed with impunity by the victim of the vi :
. victim’s father or brothers or gc'mzl e V lleenCG, or by the
- (d) If a husband di i and kills
g e s s e it bing raped and il et
Eh;a law will regard him as.innocent. - .. . o '
. (&) If a man kills someone while saving the li is £z '
- ‘ ony g the life of his father (provided
' .thc.e lattgr.ls not committing-a: crime),-or while rescuing his‘.nI:other 'eor
;ichildren or brothers, or the mother of his children, - . i
‘he shall be completely innocent. . . P

5

' ATHENIAN: Let us assume.we have completed our legislation concernin
the training and education that the soul needs during a man’s life (a lifg
that is: worth the living if these needs are- met, but not if they are not)
and the penalties that should apply in cases of death by violence. We have
dlsc.u§sed,‘ too, the training and education of the . body, and tk.1e related
topic in this case is the violent treatment, voluntary or in’voluntary of one
man by another. So far.as:we can,.we must distinguish the various ,catego-
ries, see how many thereare, and say what penalties will be appropriate
for: each. It Iooks-as if this could properly form the next subject of our legis-
lation; .0t Foitne e oToR e
:Evén‘ the biggest :bungler you could find among would-be legislators
will put.cases of wounding and’ mutilation -immediately -after cases of
murder. Woundings ought-to be distinguished as murders- were: some are
mﬂectgd involuntarily, some in anger, some through fear, while others are
committed voluntarily:and with ‘premeditation. ‘A preliminary address
must be given about all these categories as follows: - : :
oIt is vital. that men-should lay down laws for themselves and live in
obedience to them; otherwise they will be indistinguishable from wild
ammals, Qf the utmost savagery. The reason is this: no man has sufficient
natural'gifts both to discern what benefits men ‘in their social relationships
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and to be constantly ready and able to put his knowledge to the . best
practical use. The-first difficulty is to realize that the proper object of true
political skill is not.the interest of private individuals but the common
good. This is what knits a-state-together, whereas private interests make
it disintegrate. If the public intérest is well served, rather than the private,
then. the individual and the community alike are benefited.

The second difficulty is that even if a man did get an adequate theoretical
grasp of the truth of all this, he might then attain a position of absolute
control 6ver a state;, with.no one to call him to account. In thesé circiim:
stances he would never have the courage of his convictions; he would
never devote his life to promoting the welfare.of the community. as his
first concern, making his private interests take second place to the public
good. His human nature will always drive him tolook to his own advantage
and the lining of his own pocket:.An: irrational avoidance of pain.and
pursuit of pleasure will dominate his character, so that-he will préfer these
two aims to better and mere righteous paths: Blindness, self-imposed, will
ultimately lead the man’s whole being, and the entire state, into a morass
of evil. But if ever by the grace of God some -natural genius were born,
and had the chance to.assiime.such  power, -he would have no need of
laws to control him. Knowledge is unsurpassed by any law or regulation;
reason, if it is genuine and really enjoys. its natural freedom, should have
universal power:-it is not right that it’should. be under the control of
anything else, as though-it were some sort of slave.-But as it is, such a
character is nowhere to be found, except-a hint of it here and there: That
is why we need to choose the second alternative, law and regulation, which
embody general principles, but cannot provide for every individual case.

- I have pointed this out because we are now going to settle.the penalty
or firie-to be-imposed on someone who has wounded or -harmed someone
else. Anyone could quite easily.and properly take-us up on any point and
ask: "What attacker, what wound, what victith. do you mean? How was
the attack made, and when?. The circumstances of :these cases differ in a
thousand and one different ways., Now to leave all these details to the
judgment of the courts is impracticable; and equally-impracticable to leave
them none. In every case, however, one point in particular simply must
be left to the courts: in each separate instance, they must decide whether
the crime did in fact take place, or not. But on the other hand it is hardly
feasible to produce laws oneself to cover every case; serious or trivial; one
can scarcely leave the courts:ne discretion at all about the fine or punish-
ment that ought-to be-imposed on a criminal of this kind. .-

- CLinias: Well, then, where.do we go from here? - . . S »

- ATHENIAN: We conclude that.some details ought to be‘left to the courts,
but not others; these should be regulated by the legislator. - -
- CLiNias: Which points, then, ought to ‘be in the legal code, and whic
ought to be referred to the judgment of the courts? : :

ATHENIAN: In this connection,:here’s the next-thing to notice: sometimes
we find in a.state that the juries are:useless, dumb-things; the individual

Y e U —

TR
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]qrymen‘ keep their opinions a ‘mystery known only to themselves: and
give thelr'.decisions by secret ballot.”It’s even more ‘serious: when so .
from keeping silent when they hear.a case they makea tremendous ‘dis'tuar
bz}nce as though they were in a theatre, and. hurl shouts of applatise -
dlsapproval at the speaker on either side in turn, All this puts 512 st'élte ot
large into an awkward predicament. Itis & wretched business to be f ‘e‘ ?it
to.lay down_ laws for courts of that type, but if one is forced the(')rriceh
thing to do is to hand over to them the assessiment of penalties onl N
very trivial cases, providing for the majority in eXplicit laws of one’s ow); ?
if, that is, one ever does legislate’ for a state ‘organized in this wa "But-'_
a country where the regulation of the courts is as satisfactory a}sl.ca'n I;n
achleyed and the jurymen‘to-be have received a good education and be .
e>.<am1r_1ed by all kinds of tests, it is right and proper to-grant them.com leetn
discretion on all points to do with the punishments-or fines that convﬁft‘e:ie
criminals should suffer. In the present case we cannot be blamed if w
1eaye to their discretion the most frequent and-important points that ari‘see
becauseth_ey are points which even inadequately educated jury'men'couldl
grasp agdlapplyﬁ when they have to give each individual crime a’penalt
appropriate both to the damage .done and to the wickedness whif:)h is a)tl
the r‘ootiof.'the‘ actual deed. We believe;.in fact, that the ‘people for whom
we:are lle‘glslating“m‘ay well turn out.quiite conspicuously able judges of
these matters, so*we sshould leave' most decisions to theim. Even so, in
enacting earlier parts of -our. legal code; 'we mentioned ‘the practice of
sketching some examples of penalties-=models for:the. judges to irnitate
to stop them exceeding ‘the due limits of justice: We'suited the action to
the wordi It was the right course then and it is the right course now, as I
once againresume-our legislation. ~~ -~ ' e o

| "OuAr' l‘ax‘y on wounding, then, should be written in the :fello'wiﬁ‘g'terms:'

53 A: It a man:deliberately:intends to kill-a: fellow citizen: (unless the
latter is one:of those whose death is-sanctioned by the law [52(a-e)], and
wounds him without being able to kill him, no pity should be w::lsted

_ on the-man who has inflicted a’ wound ‘with that'sott of intention: he
* should be tréated with no more respect than a Killer, and made fo stand
trial for murder, - ¢ - o0 T oo T AT

Bu't we shouldv'have_ due'respect for the luck that hae saved ﬁir’n ff-o;i1 .to"tal
ruin, and for his- guardian: angel too, who in pity for the attacker and the
wounded man }}as stopped the injury of the latter from proving fatal, and
prevex#e(%1 th(e;1 d‘lzastrous_ ill Tuck of-the:former from bringing a curse down
upon s head. We should duly-thank his ¢ i irit-and ni ‘

s wishes: e spiritand not obstruct
53 A.ﬁl:c')nt.'”‘ S

He who has inflicted the wound shall be spared the death penalty, but
he must suffer .hfe—long banishment to some neighboring state, with full
freedom to enjoy all the income from his property;ihe must pay full
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. compensation for whatever injury he has done the wounded man, the
_sum to be assessed by the court that tries the case. (The court will consist
. of the same people who would have tried him for murder if h1s victim
‘had died of the wounds sustained.) »
-, B.'If with similar premeditation -
:, (a)-a.child wounds his parents, or
- 1(b) a slave wounds:hi$ master, -
- death is to.be the penalty. .- :
- C. If similarly .. - ' y
.(a) a brother wounds a brother ora s1ster or
. ~(b) a sister wounds a brother or a sister; ° o
;.~and is-convicted of woundlng with premed1tat1on :
.+ death is-to be the penalty ‘ Do :
.. D'If with intent to . kill -
(a) a wife wounds her husband or .
. (b) a husband wounds his wife, - . .. &
*he or she-must go into permanent ex1le If they have sons or daughters
who are still in their minority, the trustees:must administer their property
s in trust, and care for the. children.as. though they. were orphans If
- the offspr1ng are adult; they should themselves take possession of the
.property, and be under no obligation to. support the -exile.!® If anyone
. who succumbs to such misfortune is childless; the relatives of the exile,
as far as the children of the cousins on both the male and female side,
must hold a- meeting; and in consultation- with- the Guardians of the
‘Laws appoint an heir for this property, the 5040th in the state -

(They should look at the matter in the follow1ng llght none of the 5040
farms belongs to its occupant or his famrly in general as much as to the
state, wh1ch is entitled to it not only as a piece of public property but also
as its-own private possessiorn; and the state ought to-do its best to keep
its own propertles as holy and prosperous as. pOSS1ble) ‘Therefore: .

54 When one of the propert1es falls away from th1s cond1t10n of. hohness
, ,and prosperity to such an extent. that the possessor.leaves no children
to succeed him, being unmarried, or marr1ed but childless, and meets
his end convicted of
: (a) (i) deliberaté murder; or: - '
~(ii)-some other crime agamst gods or, c1t1zens for wh1ch the death
ipenalty is specifically laid down by law, or if .- -
: (b).someone without male issue goes into permanent exile,
first:of all, this property must be cleansed and purified according to law;
then the relatives must hold the meeting we mentioned just.-now, and
in consultation with the Guardians of the Laws pick out a family that
has the best reputation for virtue of all the families in the state and is

'

10. Reading-»mé- for €de inic6.

Laws IX 1537

-at the same time fortunate enough to have
produced several child
- One of these they must. adopt on behalf of the deceased’s fafher ;ilrd
forebears, who will receive him as their. son; from them he will take his
name, which should be an omen.of good fortune: The relatives- should
pray that as a result of his adoption he will bring them children, and
guard the hearth and.look.after the. family .affairs, both sacred and
- secular, with greater success than-his adoptive father enjoyed. In this
yv)a);/\;;ley shorﬁld1 install him, accerding to Jaw, as heir to. the ‘property.
Ac en su
. the st c B 1sasters as we have mentloned [54. (a b)] overwhelm
- they skiould let him lie nameless in his
o cotte is grave chlldless and deprlved of

We can see that it is not un1versally true that one d1str1ct extends ri ht u
to the boundary of another. In some cases there isa no man’ s lagnd 1§
between, which will extend so as, to touch either boundary and occu
an intermediate position between the two. This, we.said," was. true of Ia)r}l
act done in anger: it falls somewhere between voluntary and. 1nvolunta

Our regulathIlS Concernln VV() Ildl ICte aIl er Sll() 1 eIe () (<
g u n II lfl d ln

55A If a man is found guilty, and ST T
'(a) the wound ‘turns out to be curable, - . 7 e i
he must Ppay double damages s, LT

~ {b) if it is incurable,” " - L 1’: O

. he must pay quadruple damages TRl

(c) If he has. inflicted a wound' wh1ch though curable makes the
wounded man feel acutely embarrassed and ashamed '
he must pay triple damages.” .

t]:Bh If one man wounds another and injures not. only his v1ct1m _but

""th: Esrtlz:et;;,yby rendermg h1m unable o defend h1s fatherland against

 he must, in addition to the other penaltles, make rest1tut1on to the state
for the loss it hassustained, viz" he must perform not only h1s ‘own

- m111tary service but that of the 1ncapac1tated person as well by servmg

“in the army 61 his’ behalf

. C. If he fails'so 0 serve, ‘ A
ke shall be liable under the law to 4 ‘charge of evading ‘militry’ sérvice,
. ad

at 'the hands of anyone who wishes. B0 Ve ,m,ll.ltafy e
A. cont. The assessment of the dama

ges, double, triple, or drupl

Inust be made by the - judges who found him gullty * qua b °©
- D.If one relatlve wounds another in any of these’ ways,

the fellow clansmen and close Ttelatives, male and fémale, as far as, s0ns

of cousms on both the male and female side,” must hold a meetmg, and

11. See 866d-867c.
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-~ when they have reached their verdict, they must entrust the assessment

.+-to the natural parents.. If the assessment is challenggd, the assessment
.. of the relatives on the male side must be taken as final: If they cannot

'

* . agree:themselves, they must, in the end, hand over the matter to the

'. Guardians of the Laws. - . Cotr .
. .E. When children inflict this kind of wound on their parents, it is essential

for the judges to be parents.over sixty years of age who'have children

.. of their own and not merely adopted enes. If:a man is fo'und.gu?lty,'
- these judges must decide whether a:man who:could do such a thing as

this should die, or whether the penalty should be something even more
severe, or perhaps something a trifle less severe. None of the relations of
the culprit should act as ajudge, not even if heis of the age fequired by law.
F. (a) If a slave wounds a free man in anger, o )
*."the owner must hand him over to the wounded man,';whp’_'max treat him
" in whatever way he likes. o : no
* {b) If thie owner fails to hand him over, |
‘he must remedy the damage himself. o o o
~ (c) If anyone alleges that the affair is the result of co}lus'lor} between the
- slave and the wounded party; he must contest the point at law. If he
does not win the case, :
triple damages. = T o
?fe }:Zuji)g; Zvin,p he must&;)rosqute the author of the collusion with the
slave on a charge of kidnapping. B »
56. If anyone involuntarily wounds someone else, .~ . . 'h
he must pay simple damages. (No legislator is capable of regulating t g
workings of chance.) The judges are to be the same as.those appointe
‘to 'try children who wound their parents; and they will have the duty
of assessing the amount of the damages. : :

\

ATHENTANS All the injuries we have so far mentioned involve the use of
violence, and so too do the various kinds of as‘sault.' In these cases, the
point that every man, woman and child shoulﬁd bear in mind is this: .

Age is always very much more highly r?gar.dlec‘l than you.th, .and this tls
so both among the gods and among qmen, if they intend to.live in security
and happiness. Theréfore, the assault of an older man by a younger in
public is a disgusting sight, and the gods hate to see it. No young m‘?&ﬂ
who is struck by an old man should ever make a fuss, but put up wi b
his bad tempeét, and 'so establish a claim to similar respect when he himse
B o 1o, e hould run'as follows:

law, then, should run as follows: ' — o
g:/lerryone in our community must, show, by .h:is words and actllons,
respect for his senior. A mari should avoid crossing any person (male or
fémale) who is twenty years older than himself, regarding him or her c11n
the same ‘way as he would his father or mother. For thé sake of the gods

12. Such as deprivation of burial.
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of birth, he must always -keep himself from striking anyone old,enou'gh
to have been his parent. Similarly, he must.refrain from striking aforeigner,
whether the latter-is a long-established resident-or a recent immigrant. He
must never go so far as to‘punish such'a person by hitting him, either by
attacking him first, or in self-defense; - .~ . 7. .. NN
57 A. (a) If he thinks the foréiéner Is unruly and insolent in an attack
on himself, and -needs to. be punished, he must - arrest him and take
him, without hitting, him, to the court of the City-Wardens, so that the
. foreigner may learn to banish all thoughts of ever striking a citizen again.
The City-Wardens must take the man.and interrogate him, with proper
- respect_for the god who is the protector, of foreigners. If in fact ‘the
foreigner seems to have been in the wrong in- striking the citizen, ..
the City-Wardens must put a stop to this unruliness, so characteristic of

- foreigner; they. must give him as many-strokes of the lash aswill equal
_- the number of blows he himself inflicted, .. . -
_:{b) If he is'not in the wrong,

they must warn and rebuke the méh Whg giéde thé_arrest, and disfniss
the pair of them. )

* BIf one man strikes "aﬁbthqf who -

* (a) isabout the same age, OF = "ot M
" (b) is older, but has rio children, "+ "7 M- il cwi

““whethet the attacker is an old man striking an old ‘man, 6r a young man

“striking a young man, the man attacked riist defend himself by natural

*'means—with his own’ bare hands, without a weapon. But if a man over
- forty‘years of ‘age has the ‘face to fight 's'or'ﬁeoné',‘Whe'thér S v

(i) he-strikes the first blow; or' " o
- (ii) fights in. self-defense’

* hé will get the reputation of being anundivilized Boor with the mahm:e’fé

“of a’slave, afid this ignominiotis punishment will servé him right:"

A man who is easily persuaded by these words of exhortation' will give
us-no‘trouble; but stubborn people, who ignore the preamble, ought to be

ready. to' take: more notice!of the following. regulations: ST

C If anyone str_»ikés"é h,fan,twéril%y Ye.afs Qr;nidfe hi_é senior, any 'bj}sfandef,
. if he is neither.of the same age nor-younger.than the combatants, should

~separate them; . .

- or be,treated under the law._\ asl‘é Qrét_cﬁed*cdward. If he is of the same

“age as the person attacked, or younger, he should"go to his assistance
as if it were his own brother or father being wronged, or some still more

senjor relative. ’

“stand ‘trial for assault. If he loses the casé, °

oo

'D. In-addition, the mah Whodares to strike his senior as "_deﬁr{gdlé must

3

13. Le., someone twenty years older, .. . .. T
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_he must be imprisoned for not less than a year. If the court fixes a longer
imprisonment, the period it. decides on shall stand. .

“E.Ifa forergner, or a resident alien, strikes a man twenty years or more
his senior, the same regulation [57C] about assistance from passers-by
shall be enforced in the same way as before.. ,

(a).A man found guilty of such a charge, ifheisa forergner not res1dent
in-the state,

< must pay his penalty- by spendlng two years in prison.

(b) Ifitisa ‘resident alien who is i breach of these regulations, .
He'must go to prison for three years, except: that the court may specify
a longer period by way-of penalty

“F."The passer by who comes across any “of these cases of assault and
does not give assistancé as required by law-

‘must be-fined: @ member of the first property-class one hundred drach—

- mas, a-member of the second " fifty* drachmas, a member of "theé' third
thirty drachmas, and a member of the fourth twenty drachmas. The
court in such cases is to consist of the Generals, Company—Commanders,

“Tribe-Leaders and Cavalry-Commarnders. - "~

"Some laws, it seems, are made for the benefit of honest men to teach
them the rtiles of association that have to be observed if they are to live
in friendship; others are made for those who. refuse to be instructed and
whose naturally tough natures have not been softened enough to stop
them turning to. absolute vice. It. will be .they who have, prompted the
p01nts l'am just gorng to make, and, it is for their benefit that the lawgiver
will be compelled to produce his laws, although he.would wish never.to
find any occasion to use them. Consider a man who will dare to lay hands
on his father or mother or their forebears by, way of violent assault. He
will fearlnelther the wrath of the gods above nor the pun1shments said to
await him in: the grave; "he will-hold the ancient and .universal tradition
in contémpt, on the strength of his ‘knowledge’ in a field where he is in
fact a total ignoramus. He will therefore turn criminal, and will stand in
need of some extreme deterrent: Death, however, is not an extreme and
final penalty; the sufferings said to be in store for these peopleiin the world
to come are much more extreme than that. But although the threat of these
sufferlngs 4is no-idle one, it has no deterrent-effect at-all on sotils hke these.
If it did, we should never-have ‘to"deal with assaults on mcthers, and
wicked and presumptuous attacks on other forebears. I conclude, therefore,
that the punishments men suffer for these crimes here on earth whilé they
are alive should as far as possible eéqual the penalties beyond the grave

“Our next enactment, then, should run as follows:

G. If a man who is not in the grip of insanity dares to strike his father
" or mother, or their father or mother, the first point is that the passer-

by must render assistance as provided in former cases.

(a)(i) If the resident alien renders assistance,

he shall be invited to a front seat at the games;

L
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.- (i1) if he does not rerider assistance;
" he must go into permanent exile!from the land.
+(b)(i) If the non-resident alien renders assrstance, :
+he shall be commended. : '
(ii) If he does not render ‘assistance;
he must be reprimanded. R
(0)(i) If a slave renders assrstance
.:heshallbesetfree A i
~.(ii) If he* does not- renderras31stance
izfe 7}111ust receive a hundred strokes of the lash
the crime was committed in the market-place, the whippin
- be administered by the Market-Wardens, 1If) in the city bﬂltlngtsﬁro?hi
market, by the City Warden in residence; if somewhere in the country-
~ side, by the chief Country-Wardens, Y
g (dy Everyone of citizen birth who. passes by, whether man, woman or
child, must shout ‘you wrcked ‘monster’ at the attacker and _repel him.
. If the passer by makes no attempt to repel him
..he must be liable under the law to'a curse from Zeus guardlan of. the
_farruly and’ protector of parents D :
H If a man is conv1cted of an assault on h1s parents, ‘ ',
he must be permanently rusticated from ‘the city to some other part of
the country, and be banned from all sacred places
g I (a) If he returns. to the c1ty,
" he must be punlshed by death, . . :
_ ;}b) g he does not keep . a away ‘from. sacred places {
e-Courtr -Wurdens must unish h1
| method aty their d1scret10np' B by ° Whlppang, e by i ot
‘L] (a) If any free man eats or drlnks 1n company with such a person or
L assoc1ates with h1m in some. other s1m11ar fashion, even by ‘dehberately
:_"_falhng to.cut’ h1m on meetlng, - o
 He must not enter any temple, OF market-place, or any part of the city,
before he has been purified, bearing in.mind that he has come. mto
lcontact with a misfortune’ that brings a curse.upon-a man,
K. Ifhe d1sobeys the law and i in def1ance of it pollutes temples and c1ty
..any Ojﬁczal who d1scovers the fact and’ does not take the man to court
_will find that th1s is one of the most serlous charges agamst him at
. ,h1s scrut1ny uoo
 LIf & slave str1kes a free man forelgner",o'r citizen,,the pass"er.—bywho
.does not render assistatice B
. st pay the. penalty prescr1bed for hrs property class
M. The passers—by in con)unct1on w1th the person attacked must bind
the slavé and hand him ‘over to his victim; the v1ct1m must take hrm,
put h1m in chains, and give h1m 2§ many strokes of the wh1p as he likes,

AR

14. At the end of their term officials had to submit to an examination of therr conduct
in office before being discharged; see 945e-947b. :
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provided he does not diminish the value of the slave to his master; he
should then hand him over to the latter’s legal ownership. This legal
ownership must be subject to the following provision. Any slave who
has struck a free man, other than on the orders of the officials, must be
tied up; his master must receive him from the assaulted person and not
release him before the slave persuades his victim that he deserves to
live free of constraint. R T PR .

The same regulations should apply in all cases (a) of women against
each other, (b) of women against men, and (c).of: men against women.

ATHENIAN: So much for cases of assault. Now. let’s state a single compre-
hensive rtile to cover acts of violence. It will run more or less like this. No
one may seize or make off with other people’s property, nor use any of
his neighbor’s possessions without getting the permission ,of the owner.
Contempt for this principle has always been (and still is’and always will
be) the source of all the evils just mentioned. But there are other acts of

violence, too, of which the worst aré the insolence and outrageous actions

of the young. These actions are most serious when they affect sacred
objects; and the damiage is particularly g're_xl\'lg"\v‘\{her} it is done to sacred
property that also belongs to the public, or ‘is’ held In_common 'b__y.;.the
members of a sub-division of the state, such as ‘a tribe or-some similar
association. Second, and second in érder of gravity, comes wanton damage
to sacred objects that até privately owned, particularly tomibs; third come
attacks (apart from those already dealt with) on parents. Alfourth category
of outrageous conduct is when soirieonie ignores the Wishes of the authori-
ties and seizes or temoves or uses something belonging to theni without
their per_rnission; and any violations of the civil rights of the private citizen
which dernand legal redress will constitute a fifth class. We have to frame
a comprehensive law' that will cover each i.rll;dliyid.l.llal',‘gase, As for rpbbery
from temples, whether clandestine or open and ’Violgnt( we_I}aveAalready
specified in general terms the appropriate punishment;"but our statement
of theé penalty for offensive remarks about the gods or.outrageous actions
against their interests should be prefaced by these words ofve‘xl}ort“at_lo‘n:

No,.one who believes in gods as the law directs ever Vglgntar}ly commits
an unholy act or lets any lawless word pass lis lips. If he does, it is because
of one of three possible misapprehensions: either, as I s@u}, he b‘e.h'eve_s n
the gods do not exist, or (2) that they exist but take no thought for the

human race, or (3) that they are influericed by sacrifices and sup?l_ications
and can easily be won over. © o o .
CLINIAS: S0 what's the right thing for us to do or say to these people?

1. See 854d ff.
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ATHENIAN: My friend, let's listen to the ridicule and scorn with which 1
imagine they put their case. ' ' ' '
CLiNias: What ridicule? - - y . -
ATHENIAN: They’ll probably go in for bantering, and address us like this:
‘Gentlemen of Athens, of Sparta and of Crete, you are quite right. Some
of us are indeed absolute atheists, whereas others do believe in such gods
‘as~you describe. So -we demand of you what you yourselves demanded
of the laws, that before you tresort to threats and bullying, you should try
to convince us by argument and cogent proofs that gods do exist, and that
they are in fact above being seduced by gifts into turning a blind eye to
injustice. But you see, it’s precisely in these and similar terms that we hedr
them; spoken -of by :the most highly thought-of poets and orators’ and
prophets and priests and thousands of other people too. That's'why most
of us make little effort to avoid ‘crime, but commit it first and try to puit
things right afterwards. So from lawgivers who profess to use the velvet
glove rather than the iron fist we claim the right to be tackled by persiiasion
first. Even if; when yoti state your case for the existence of gods, your
elegance of expression is only marginally superior to ‘your opponerits’,
persuade ‘us that your argument is a beétter expression of the truth; and
then perhaps we'll believe you. Isn’t that fair enough? Well then, try to
reply to.our challenge.’ : - 2 : : s
¢ Cuinias: Well sir, don’t you think that the gods’ existence is an easy
truth to-explain? ; : ’
ATHENIAN: How?™  ~ 1t . - .- : . R .
* Cuinias: Well, just look at the earth and the sun and the stars and. the
universe in general; look at the wonderful procession of the seasons and
its articulation,into years and months! Anyway, you know that all Greeks
and all foreigners are unanimous in recognizing the existence of gods."
ATHENIAN: My dear-sir, When I think of the contempt these scoundrels
will probably feel-for us, I'm overcome with embarrassment—no, I with-
draw that word: let’s say they ‘alarm’ me—because you don’t appreciate
the redl grounds of their opposition to you. You think it's just because they
can’t resist temptation and desire that they ate attracted to the godless life.

- CLiN1AS: What other reason could there be, sir?. - = -

" -ATHENIAN: A reason which you two, living rather off the beaten track

as' you: do, simply wouldn’t appreciate. It will have completely passed

-~ CuiNiAs:‘What are you talking about now? . = 7 - E
ATHENIAN: A form of ignorance that causes no end of trouble, but which

Apal‘sses,for the height of wisdom. .

- CuiNvias: How 'do you mean? S L :
ATHENIAN: In Athens a number of written works are currerit which are
not found in'your states (which are, I understand; too well run to tolerate
them). The subject of these writings: (some’ of which are in verse, others
in prose) is theology. The most ancient accounts, after relating how the
primitive substances—the sky and so' on—came into being, pass rapidly
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