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1510 Laws 

. . f the market must naturally be in the hands 
The detailed supervis10n ~ f t . b ·s to ensure that no one does any 

of the Market-Wardens. Their t~= ~:r~et lace; secm:1.dly, to see whe~her 
damage to ·the temples rm_.mbd . . a! orderly or disorderly fash10n, 1 ducting their usmess m h 
peop e are con . h eeds it. They must ensure t at 
and inflict pun~shment -~n anyo:\: u~r;d to sell to the aliens is sold in 
every commodity !he cihz~ns a~he tw will be simply this. On·the first 

b the·manner prescribed by aw. h f . ners or slaves who act for the 
day 'Of the month the agents (\he t ~::if o be sold to the aliens, beginning 
citizens) must produce the sha~t tiis first market an alien must buy corn 
with the twelfth part_ ~f corn. t him the whole month. On the tenth day 
and relate~ comm?dihes to las nd sell a whole month's supply of liquids. 
the respective parties must buy a th t tieth when they should hold a 

c The third14 market shoul~ b~ ~n e wen need to bu or sell; and also of 
sale of the _livestock that mdiv~~~alst~~ekrmers, and \.vhich aliens cannot 
all the eqmpment or goods_ so for ~xam le and all clothing, woven mate­
get except by purchase-skms'. p ' oods (and barley and wheat 
rial, felt,_ and all that sort of t1;:~~r B~~t~~efgod) should never be bought 
ground mto flour and every. 1 th ·gh retail channels. The ,proper ld t · citizen or his s ave rou . · h 

d by, or so o, a . , 11 called) in corn and wme is t e 
place for 'retail' trading (as it~ genera yt sell these goods to craftsmen 
foreigners' market, where foreig;et5h ar: h~ve cut up the animals, if is to 
and their slaves; and when t~e l;~s-e;nd when the butchers have cut up 
foreigners, craftsmen an? theirs ft ' nd their slaves·that they must 
the animals, it is to.foreigners, ~ra sme;oa wishes may buy any kind of 
dispose of the meat. Any fo~eignet~ w district agents and .sell it to other 
firewood wholesale any ~ay ro:in :hatever quantity he· pleases. 

e foreigners whenever he hke_s an . d b various people should be 
All other goods and eqmpmen~ nee1e {or sale in the.place.allotted 

brought to the general market an d~h ~~rket-Wardens, in conjunction 
th~m. (The_ Guardians of.t~fi ~:~: :arke~ out suitable spaces and decided 
with the City-~ ard~ns, wi. the must exchange money for 
where each article is to be s;1d;e~;~and rver anything without getting 
goods and goods for money, a h d 't bother about this and trusts the 
something in·return: anyon; w -~ ~:~~er or not he gets what he's owed, 
other party J!lUSt gnn an? ear i w . be no le al remedy. If the amount 

l50 because for such t~ansachons therel;~;l reater ttan is allowed by the law 
or va'lue of the object boug~t ~r s~ g an' s ro ert above or below 
which forbids increase or dn:1muh~~ t; a bi: regisrer!d wlth the Guardians 
a given limit,'the excess m1:st m:tt _ia ~ y it must be ·cancelled .. The same 
of the Laws; but if there is ~ e ~cien l;he ro erty of resident aliens. 
rules are to apply to the registrat101n· 0 . thr st!e on specified conditions. 

h wishes may come to ive m ·11· d 
Anyone w o . f f . ners open to anyone wi mg an 

(a) There will be a com1;11umty o h oreig kill and (c) not stay longer than 
b able to join it. (b) The ahen must ave as 

14. Reading trite in bS. · 

Laws VIII 
1511 

twenty. years, from the date of registration., (d) He _need pay.no alien,tax, 
even a .small one, (apart from, behaving himself);.nor.any tax.on any pur: 
chase or sale. (e) Wl1en his time has.expired,he,is to.collect his possessions 
and depart. (f) If during this.period he has distinguished himself for some 
notable servic.e to the state,.and is·confident he.c:an persuade the council 
and, the assembly to grant his request-for an official extension of his stay, 
either temporarily or for life, he should present himself and make ,out his 
case; arn;I. he: m:ust be aUowed .to en:jiy to the. full whatever concessions 
the state grants him. (g) Children of resident aliens must be ·.craftsmen; 
and (h) their, period ·of residence must .be deemed to have started when 
they reach tl}e age of fifteen. On these conditions they:may stay for twenty 
years, after Whkh .they must depart to. wh_atever destination they like. Jf 
they :wish ;to stay longer, .they.may do so provided they: obtain permission 
as already specified. (i) · Before a departing alien .leaves he,.must,cancel 
the entries that,he originally made. in the recotds,kept in the custody of 
the officials. .,, : .. 

·_1 • :i ·-

ATI-IENJ~J\i:Ne;l(t, i~ ac<;ordancewith~henatural arrangement of our legal 
code, ::will c:ome. the· legal, proceedings thi!, t. arise ,out. of all. the occupations 
we. have merttioneq, up .till·.now. To some. extent;:so far as agricultural 
affairs .and related, topics· are concerned, .:we have.already:.li~ted the acts 
that should be pr.osecuted, b:utthe most serious have yet to be specified. 
Our ne_xt.tasl< is to enumerate these.one by·one,:mentfoning what penalty 
each should attract ,and. to W:hich .c;purt it should be,_assigned. :· , 

CLINIAs::T.hat's.righL ·:.• ._ ,.,·_.,,. ·, c, . ::.:.~ 

853 

b 

.ATHENIAN: The. very,-.c6rnpos_ition:.of.all these laws .we:.are o_n .the point 
of framing is, ih a way/.a disgrace: 1after all, we're assuming ·We;hav:e

1

a 
stilte which will _be run along excellent. lines and, achieve .every, condition 
favorc:1ble .to;the practice of virtue. The mere-idea, that a state of this 'kind 
could give birth to a man affected by the worst forms of wickedness found 
in other couht~ies, so that the legislator ha_s to ,anticipate his appearance 
by threats_:.:._this; as Tsaid,'is in a wa'fa disgra·ce. It means we have to lay 
down laws against the,se peopl~, to de_t~r them and punish th~rri when 
they' appear, ·on the a:Ssurription that they will- certainly ·do so. However, 
unlike the ancie.rit legislatdrs, we are not framing laws for.heroes and.sons 
ofgbds, The lawgivers of that age, according to-the story told nowadays, 
were descended.fron:i. gops a11d ~eg~slated for .men of, similar stock)3ut 
w~ ar~ .l;n.ifo13-11 ~eiµgs,. legislatingjn 'th~ world toµay for the ';hildre11 of 
:ti.uinal)-~ind, . a17-9 ';Vf sha,IJ give. rn): offense b:y; · our fear. that, one of our. 
ci'tizens will turn out to be, .s.o to speak, a 'tough egg', who~e ,ch,arac~er 
will be so 'hard-boiled' as to resist softening; powerful as our laws are, 
they may not-be able t.o,Jame such .peqple, just as. heat. has :no,effect.on 
tough bea_ns. For their dismal sake, the first lawlshall.p:r:oduce ,will deal 
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. an. one dares to commit this cnme. 
with .robbery frqm temples, ; ca;.e dur citizens: will. have received, we 
Now in view of the correct£ ehucationcatch this disease, nor .is there· much 

d h dl want any o t em, 0 11 t· · shoul . ar Y' . . will Their slaves, however, as we as oreigners 
reason,to expect that.th:Y . a well make frequent attempts at such 
and the slaves _of foreign_er~i :1 y -but still with an eye on the general 
ci;imes. For, their sake prm p I'li 11 out the law about robbery from 
weakness·' of human nature- . s~~ crimes which· are difficult or even 
t Ples and about all the other simi ar . , , . . em , ,. 
impossible to cure. d 1· we' must first compose pream-. h f ewe agree ear ier, 1 .Followmg t e prac ic ·. , t d at the head of all these aws. 
bles, in the briefes! P?ss_ible ,ter~: t:~;~ept awake at night_ by an evil 
Take a man who is mci~ed by yl , . holy ob1·ect, You trught talk to 
. 1 hi.ch' dri·ves him to stea some . . . . . impu se·W· . , . , .. , ·: .- · · , . · . . 
him and exhort him ~s f~ll?ws. . . tat resent drives you to go robbmg 

'Mydear fellow, this evil impuls~ tha ·thp human nor divine: It is a sort 
f ource that is nei er h t 

temples comes ro_m a s . ankind as a result of crimes of long ago ~ a 
of frenzied goad, mnat~ m m d orking doom and destruction, 

. t d· it travels aroun w . ·t N 
remained unexpia e ' ffort 'to fake precautions agamst i . ow, 
and you should make every e Wh any of these thoughts enters 
take note what these precautions a_re. efn -guilt· seek the sh_rines of 

· . · th t ·free a man, rom , . 
your head, seek the nt_es a r t them· seek the ·company of men 
the gods whcFavert _evil'. and, supp ica e ·t f~i be.ing virtuous. Listen to 

C who have, a reputation, 1n' )'.OU::~::u:~rnof whaf'iS fine and just~try 
them as they:say.that every m . . horn the company of the 

d 

e 

. . 1·f t it too. But run away . . h to brmg yourse . o say If b doing this you fmd t at your 
wicked, with never a backward glandce'. d·y·f ot then you should look 

hat, well an goo , i n ' · ·t , disease abates somew ' . and rid yourself·of h e. 
upon death as the preferable alte~ativ~ se who think of committing all 

These.are the overtures we ma e to ho . of the state. ,When·a man 
d h t b ·ng about t e rum . . d" these impious dee s t a n . h . t I law'· burin cases of.disobe I-

obeys us, we should silently omit f: e :~euivertu're and sing this resound-
ence, we must_ change our tune a er . 

ing strain: _. · · . . , . • · , ·, . or 
. . ' . . . . f tern le and is (a) a foreigner 

41. If a man is caught thieving. r~m a p . . . . ' ·. . : . 

slave,.,··. . . : . b made on his fa~e a11,d hands, ~nd he 
a brand of his. rmsfortune .. shall ef lashes. to be dec{ded by his 1udge_s. 

. shall be. whipped, the numb~r o, d 'the boundaries of the lqnd, naked. 
Then he.shall be thrown out eyon . . . . . 
' ' ... ' . . ' . . ill t~ach him restraint and make ~im a 

(Perhaps paymg this pem:1lty w_ . d by law has'an evil purpqse,.but 
better man: after all, no penalty :r~o~~ t makes' the person whci pays th_e 

enerally achieves one of two e ec s. ~. . , : , . 
g nalty either more virtuous or less wicked.) . ,. ' ' . 
pe . b res onsible for such a crime-to have 

(b) If a citizen is ever shown to . e . d kable offense against the 
perpetrated, that is, some great an unspea 

l Laws IX 

gods or: his parents or the state, 
the penalty is death. 

1513 

The ju,dge should consider him as already beyond cure; he should bear in 
mihd the kind of education and upbringing the man has enjoyed from his 
earliest years, and how after all this he has still not abstained from acts 
of the greatest evil: But the very tiniest: of evils will be what the offender 
suffers, indeed, he will be of service to others, by being a lesson- to them 
when he is ignominiously banished from sight beyond the borders of the 
state. And if the children and family escape taking on the character of the 
father, they should be held in honor and win golden opinions for the spirit 
and persistence with which they have shunned evil and embraced the good. 

In a state where the size and number of the farms are to be kept perma­
nently:unaltered, it would not be appropriateJor the state to confiscate 
the property.of any of these criminals. But ifa man commits a crime and 
is thought to deserve: a·penalty·in:money; then·provided he possesses a 
surplus over and· above the basic equipment of his farm, he must pay his 
fine. The Guardians of the Laws must scrutinize the registers and discover 
the precise facts:in these cases, and make an exact .report to- the court on 
each occasion, so aS' to ,prevent any fanri becoming unworked because of 
a shortage of money., Ha man appears 0to.deserve a stiffer fine, and if some 
of his friends are' not prepared to bail· him out by contributing the money 
to sethim free,·his punishrrienfshould take the form of a prolonged period 
of imprisonmenLCwhich should ·,be ope11 to public view), and. various 
humiliations. But no bne;·no matter what his.offense, is ever to be deprived 
of his.citizen rights:completely, not even.if he has.gone into exile beyond 
our frontiers for it'Fhe penalties we:impose will be death, imprisonment; 
whipping, or various degrading postures (either standing .or sittin?), or 
being rusticated.and made to stand before temples on the boundaries of 
the state;.and.paymerits of money may .. be made in certain cases which we 
have just .mentioned; where such a punishment is appropriate. In cases 
involving the death penalty.the judges are to be the Guardians of the 
Laws, sitting in 'Conjunction with the court whose members are selected 
by merit from:the offici_als of the previous ·year. The method. of bringing 
these cases to court, the serving of the summonses and similar procedural 
details must be' the cqncern, of .thealegislators: who succeed us; what we 
have to,do is legislate about:the voting. The vote should be taken openly, 
but before this our judges should have. ranged themselves according to 
seniority and sat down close together facing the prosecutor and defendant; 
all citizens who have 'some spare .time should attend and listen carefully 
to such trials., First, the prosecutor should deliver a :single. speech;, then· the 
defendant; the most senior judge should follow, these addresses by cross­
questioning, and continue until he has gone int.o the argumentsin sufficient 
detail. One by one, the other judges should follow the most senior and 
work through any poirits on which either litigant has left him dissatisfied 
by some kind of error or omissioni A judge who feels no such dissatisfaction 
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should hand on the interrogation to his colleague. All the judges should 
endorse those arguments that appear pertinent by appending their signa­
tures and then depositing the documents on the altar of Hestia. The next 
day they must reconvene in the same place, and after similar interrogation 
and examination again append their signatures to the depositions. Having 
followed this procedure three times, after giving due.consideration to the 
evidence and witnesses, each judge should cast a sacred vote, swearing 
in the name of Hestia to give, as far ,as lies in him, a judgment just and 
true. In this way they should conclude this category of trial. 

We come next;. after these matters of religion, to cases of political subver­
sion, We should treat as the biggest enemy of.the entire state the man who 
makes the laws-into slaves, and the state into the servant of a particular 
interest, by subjecting them to the diktat of mere men. This .transgressor 
of the law uses violence in all that he does and stirs up sedition .. ·Setond 
in the scale of wickedness, in our estimation, should come the. holder of 
some high state office, who while not an accessory to any such crimes, 
nevertheless fails to detect them and exact the vengeance of his fatherland 
(or, if he does det.ect them, holds back through cowardice). Every man 
who is any good at all must .denounce the plotter to the authorities.and 
take him to court on a charge of violently and illicitly overthrowing the 
constitution.·The court should consist of .the same judges as,for robbers 
from temples, and the procedure of the entire trial should be the same as 
it was for them; a majority vote being sufficient for the death penalty. 

As ·a rule, penalties and disgrace incurred by a father should not be 
passed.on to any of his children; except where a man's father; grandfather 
and great-grandfather have all in turn been sentenced to death. The.state 
should deport such cases to the state ·and city from which their family 
originally came; and they should take their property withtl:lem; apart from 
aH the basic equipment of their farm. Next, sons of citizens who have more 
than orie son over ten years· of age should be nominated ,by their father 
or grandfather on either the mother's or the father's side: Ten of them 
should -be chosen by lot, and the names of those whom the lot selects 
should be reported to Delphi. The god's choice should then be installed 
as. heir to the abandoned property-,--and he, we hope, will have better luck 

CuNJAs: Splendid. 
ATHENIAN: The same, regulations about the judges that should try the 

case, and the procedure to be followed at the trial, will apply in·y'et a third 
instance, when. a man is brought to court- on a charge of treason. In the 
same way, a single law should.apply to all three cases ari.d decide whether 
the children of these criminals (traitor, templesrobber, and the .violent 
wrecker of the laws of the state) should'remain in their fatherland.or leave it. 

Again; a single law and legal penalty should· apply. to every thief, no 
matter whether his theft is great or small: 

42. (a) he must pay twice the value of the stolen article, if he loses the 
day and has sufficient surplus property over and above his farm with 
which to make the repayment. 
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(b) if he has. not, . . . 
he must be kept in prison until he pays u . o;· . ersua . . . . . 
has had him convicted to let him off. . p p . . des t~e man who 

43. If a man is co_nvicted of ste~lihg fr.om·' b·•1· . . , . . . 
h · 1. -'-11 b · · . pu zc sources · . e Srtu e freed from prison when heh .. h . . . ··. ' . 
let .him off oi paid ·back twice th. . as ~It er persuaded the state to 
· · · . . . ·. . . . . . e am,ount mvolved. . 

Cu_NIA_ ;;_ H_ ow 6n e~r·t·h ·c·a·n w· e. b · '. · . : . . ·_ ... 
·· · · · · . - - e serious sir · · ·· h · 

odds Wh~ther his theft_ is la,;ge ior small or' w ' in sa:ym~ t . at it m~kes no 
o,r secular sourses? And What about al , . hethe~ it come~ from sacred 
of a, robbery? Shouldn't ·a I~ islatot'v~ I_ t~e other_ d1!ferent_ m~umstan~es 
he can cope with th · · ·· . g · ·. · . ry _he penalties he mfhcts, so that 

. . . . . . . . . , e various categor_zes of, theft? . 

sl:~;~:;:;0~h~:~eaJ:;!e~u~~!:~~~:~s~lha~e bee~ walking in ~y 
mmdedmeof·soinethin' thath ·.. ·. oke1,1 me up. You have.re­
of establishirifa code olfaw ha::~~~~r~:!ito _me before, that tre business 

. can see from the example that has ·ust er . properly thought out-as we 
at? H wa~n:t a bad parallel we m~de opped up. Now, what. ~m I getting 
those for whoni. legislatioi-1 is. , d ,'-~ou knovy, when ~e compared all 
from slave doctors i Ma·'ke. _.· . prc°t ~kce btoday: to sla_ves unde;r treatment 

. no mis a e a out what .. Id h . . . 
of thos~.1octors who are innocent of theor . d •· W?U ... apren, If one 
of thumb were ever to c . . . y an _practice med1cme by rule 
a gentleman patieri:t Th" ~1!1-e across. a gentle.man d?ctor C()nversing with 
en_ gag·1·ng 1··n· ·. a d., ; ·. ." . . IS_ Oh_ctor WOUid ,be a,ctmg almost like a philosopher 
,. . . . . .. . _1Scuss10n t at ran ed" · h. · . . , . . ·· · ·. . . ' 
pushed the·· · '· · ·b k · -· · g · overt e sotuce of the disease and 
d m~u_iry ac mto the whole nature of the body· 13 t th 

octor would immediatel · , ,. . . · u our o. er 
ob$ervations would be p!ec1~:~ at~~::~~dous sh~ut of la~ghter, and his 
ready to frot out. 'You ass; hew . ~t most doctort are always so 
but tutoring him. A . b <l .·. . _ould s~y,. you are ,no_t trefttmg the patient 
rather than get Je,1i:ia~n.r would t~mk h~ ~antecl'_t? becb~~ a, dcictoi 

d 

CLJNIAS: And wouldn't he be right' to say that? -. e 

ATHENIAN: Perhaps he wo Id "f h . , 
point, that anyone who han~les--i-~w 7n ~~:e to bear in mind t~is further 
the citizens, not imposing laws on' them w:~~ ~\arbe __ now,lzs t~toring 
say that? · · · . · . . n 1 e ~qua ly nght to 

:_CJ.:JNIAS: Perhaps Sb.. . . ,
0 

.:, ' • 

. ATl-;IEN!AN: Howeyet, atthe :m6me · t • · . · • . . . . . . . . 
CLJNIAS' H d . . .. " . n ,_we are m_a fortunate position . ., . . · . ow o you mean? ,. · . · .. · . . · .• · . 

. _AT:1ENIAN:I mean the lack of any neces~ity t6 le islate. We are . , ,' 
carrymg out ?ur o,wn review of every kirid of 'olitfcal s st . • . . simply 858 !~ s

1
ee htow we coul~ p~t into ~ffed the absolGtely i'cieaf ki~~ ·::d~~mg 

e eas good sort thatwould still b · bl . , . ' . as 
of our legislation, wher~ it iooks a:sei~c:ep~, e, Tlus1~-~ar~iculatlyfrue 
examine ideal laws, if we want to . e "fave a cho~ce .. either we can 
. . .· ' ' 'or _agam, I we feelhke it, we can look 

1. See 719e-720e. 
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at the minimum standard we are prepared to put up with. So we must 
choose which course we want to ta].<e. · · · · ( • · · · . · 

CuNIAS: This is a ridiculous choice to give,ourselves,'my friend:-it's not 
as if we were legislators forced by soµi.e irresistible necessit~ to legisla~e 
at a minute'. s notice, without being allowe~ .to put. th~ busi~ess e>ff till 
tomorrow'. We, ·Goci'willing', can do as bricklayers do, cir.'rorkmen starting 
some other kind of erecbng. We can gathe·r our materials in no particular 
order and then select-and selec_t at leisure;--the terns whi.ch are appro­
priate fcir q-1e fo:i;t.hco.ming construct,ion: Our assumption should be, .th~re­
fore that we are constructing something, but not under any constraint; 
we ~~rk a:f our co.nvenience anci spend part' of the time preparing our 
material, part of the 'tini.Ei fitting it tpgether. So, it woul~ be quite fair ;tC> 
describe our penal code, as already partially .l~~d down, ~lnle other material 
for it)ies ready to J.i9-nd'. . . . . . ' . . ' . • . . : . . . . 

.I\THENIAr,J': At any rate, Clinias, this will~~ the; more r,eahst;c .:-vay t_o 
conduct our review of legtslation. Wel~. th~n, may we please notice thi_s 
r'~int th~t concerns legislators? ' .. 

CuNIAS: What point? · ,. . , . . . : . , . . . . 
... ATHENI_AN: 1 sr1ppose lite~~ry C?~~9sition~ and written speech~s by m:ny 
other author$ are current in om cihes, bes.ides thC>se of the legislator .. 

CUNIA.S: o't~o'u~se they are. ' . . . . .· . . . ' •, 
ATHE~IAN: To w:ho$e writings ought we to appl:Y,ourselv~s? 1\~e. ':": to 

r.~ad the poets a~d '6th,ers w)io hav:e reC~lded i~ pr?se or veFse compositions 
their advice about how one should, hve one s hf~, _to tl;i.e 1,1egled of thf 
compositions o.f th_e le,gislators? Or isn'.t it precisely the .l~tter that deserve 
our closest attention? . . . ' ' . . . ' 
. CLINIAS: 'Yes,, 1f certainly is.' . ", . , .· . _.' ,, . . . . . . 

·. ·.ATHENIAN: .And -~ s1:1r.pose t~e legislah:>~, alone. among. writers, ~s t~ b~ 
dE;nied perrpission, to give a,dv;ce about ;vi~tue ar~ goodness _a,nd Justice· 
Is he alone to be prevented from explaim1:1g th~ir- nature ;nd 11ow they 
should be reflected in our conduct, if we aim to be happy. . 

CuNIAS: No, of course not. . . . 
ATHENIAN: Then 1s it really more scandalous in the case, of Homer and 

Tyrta~us and the other poets to have C<?,mposea.. i.11 wr,\ting
2 

ba~ rule~ for 
the conduct of life, but less so for ~ycui:gu_s and Solon; an~ all other5. ':"h~ 
have turned legislator and committed their recommendations t? writing. 
The proper view, surely, is thi~.: a .city's _writings on leg\'l;l topic5. s~ov~d 

;9 

turn ·out, on being opened, to be the finest and pest of a11 th?se it_ has in 
circulation; the writing~ ,of other men sh~uld. either sound i~ harmo!1Y 
with them, or provoke ridJcule by being otit of tune. S~ "."hat ts the style 
in which a state's laws ought to be written, in our opinion? Should th~ 
regulations appear in the.light_ of a loving and wude~t fcJ..th~~ and mother. 
Or should .they ad the tyqmt and the de5.pot'. posting their orders and 

2. For Tyrtaeus, se~ 629a and note. Lycurgus was the traditional_ fo~n~er of:the Spartan 
constitution. Solon legislated for Athens in 594 and wrote poems JUshfymg his measures. 
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thr~ats on walls and leavi~g it at that? Clearly, then, at this stage, we must 
decide whether we are going. to try to :talk about laws .in the right spirit. 
S~cceed or no, we shall at any rate show our good intentions. If .we take 
this course and have to face some difficulties en route, then let's face them. 
Good luck.to us, and God willing, we shall succeed. . • 

· CLINIAs: You've pu_t it splendidly. Let'. s .do as you suggest. . . . . · ! 
·. AT~ENIAN, In the ?~st place, we must continue the att~mpt we've just 

made. we mus~ scrutimz~ oudawaboutrobber/3 of temples, theft in general, 
and every,,vanety of cnme. We should not le.t it cj.aunt us if in the full 
spat7 of ~ur l~gislq.tion we,find that although we have settled some matters, 
our inqmry mt~ others has still to be completed. Yv_e a:r:e stip aiming at 
the status of legislators, but ;"'e haven't achieye? it-yet; perhaps eventually 
:-ve may succeed. So now lets look at these topics I've mentioned-if, that 
is, you a,re prep~r~d to look at them in the.way I hav~ explained. . 

CLINIAS: Certainly we are prepar~d,:;:. . . · ,- .. , . , . . · , . 
ATHENIAN: N?w, on the whole subject of goodri.e .. ss and justice, we ought 

to. try to se7 9mte clearly just where w:e agree, i3,nd.where there are differ­
e1:1ces of opin10n between us. Again, how far do ordimiry men;agree? What 
differences are there b.etween fhem? (Naturally, we sho:ulci clcJ.im ,that we 
wanted. there t? be atleaE.t a small 'difference b~tween' us and ,ordin~ry 
men!) . · . · 

CuNIAS: Wh~t sort of 'diff~i:ences betwe~n us' have you in mind whe~ 
you say that? . ·. . . . . · 
. ATHENI~N: I'll_ try t? explain, Whe~ ~e t~lk. about justic~ in generai--' 
Just men, JUSt actions, Just arrangements, we are; after a-fashion, unanimous 
that all-these thing~ ar:· 'go~d', .01:e might insist that eyen if just men 
happen, to, b~ shocking in their physi!=al.appearance, they -are s.till preemi­
ne_ntly good' because of their supremely ju1,t chc1.racter. No one would 
think a man was talking nonsense.in saying that. · 
· CLINIAS: Wouldn't.that be right?_. .. · ·: . . , · . , . .. .·· .. , 
, : AT~ENIAN: Perhaps. But if:everything ,that has the quality of jusJice is 
g?od , we ought to 1:ote that:we include in that 'everything' even the 

th~ngs.done to us, :which are about as frequent, roughly speaking; as.the 
thingswedo,toothers .. ,·- :,, ... ,,:::· .. , ,.:· 
i,·.CLINIAS: What now, then?. . .. ··.; .. . . . .. .,: r. ,,. ". . ,, 
. A THENIA_N: Any just action we .. d~ hc1.~ :the quality of being·'good' roughly 
1.n,proporhon to ,the degree to which .it has the quality of justice. 

.. CLINIAS: Indeed. , . , . · , . . .. 
: ~THE~IAN:. So surely;. anything done. t~ us, which ·ha; the .quality of 
Justice, is to that extent agreed to. be 'good'? This wouldn't involve our 
a'rgument in any contradiction. ' · 

CuNIAS: True. · ·. . ·. . · . . . · : ... , . . . .. ... , . · 
. ATHENIA~: If we agree that something done to us.is just, bµtat the.same 

time shockmg, the terms _!just' and. 'good' will be in conflict with each 
other--:.the reason being that we have term:e.d. 'jµst' acti9ns_'n{ost shameful'. 

CLINIAs: What are you getting at? · · , · · · 
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ATHENIAN: It's not difficult to understand. The injunctions of the laws 
we laid down· a little while ago would seem to be in flat contradiction to 
what we are saying now. 

GLINIAS: How so? 
ATHENIAN: Our ruling was, I think, that the temple-robber and the enemy 

of properly established laws would suffer a 'just' death. But then, on the 
brink of establishing a great many such rules, we held back. We saw 
ourselves bec6mihg involved with penal suffering of infinite variety and 
on'a .grand scale: Of all sufferings, these ':"ere particularly just; _but they 
were also the particularly shocking ones: Thus, surely, one mmute we 
shall find 'just' and 'good' invariably turning out to be the same, and the 
next moment discover they ate opposites. · 
· C::LINIAS: Likely enough: · · · · · . 
. ATHENIAN: This is the source of the inconsistency in the language of the 

ordinary man: he destroys the unity of the terms 'good' and 'just'. · 
CLiNIAS: That ·I.S indeed how.it looks, sir. ' 
ATHENIAN: Now, Clinias, we ought to examine our own position·again. 

How far is it consistent in this business? · 
CLINIAS: Consistent? What cohsistency do you mean? 

. ATHENIAN: Earlier in our discussion I think I •have sa:id quite categori­
cally-or if I haven't before, assume I'm saying it now-that ... 

CLINIAS: What? · · · · ; · 
ATHENIAN: ... all wicked men are, in all respects, unwillingly wicked. 

This being so, my next argument -necessarily follows. · . ·· ·, · · 
·cr::rNIAS: What' argument? · · , · · · · · · . 
ATHENIAN: That the unjust man is doubtless wicked; b1:1t that _the wicked 

man is in that state only against his will: However, to ·suppose ~hat a 
voluntary act is performed involuntarily makes no sense. Therefore, m the 
eyes of someone who holds the view t~~t injustice_ is _in:7olu~tary, a man 
who acts unjustly would seem to be domg so agamst his will. -Her~ and 
now, that is the position I have to accept: I ~ll?w tha~ no o~e act~ :iin1ustly 
except against his will. (If anyone with• a disputat~ous d1spos1hon or a 
desire to attract favorable·notice says that although there are those who 
are unjust against their will, even so many me~ do commit u1:just acts 
voluntarily, I would reject his argument and stick to what I said.) Well 
then, how am I to make my own arguments consistent? Suppose the t"."o 
of you, Cliniai{ and Megillusi were- to ask me, 'If th~t's so, sir, what a~VlC~ 
have yo1:1 for us about laying down laws for the city of the Magnesians. 
Do we legislate; or don'twe?' 'Of course we legislate!, I'd s~y; and you'd 
ask: 'Are ym.i going to make a distinction for. the ~agnes1a1:s between 
voluntary and involuntary acts of injustice? Shall. we impose stiffer pen~l­
ties on voluntary wrongdoing and acts of injustice, and smalle~ penalties 
on-the involuntary? Or shall we treat them all on an equal footi1:g,_ on.the 
grounds-that there simply is no such thing as an act of Voluntary InJUStic~? 

CuNiAs: You are perfectly right, sir. So what use shall we·make of this 
position we have just taken up? · · 0 • • · • 

l 
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1'.'-THENIAN: That's a good question. First of all, we shall make this use 
of 1t- . . 

CLINIAs: What? , . 

. ATHENIAN: Let'.s cast our mind_s b~ck. ·A few minutes ag~ w:e. were quite 
ngh~ to sa)'. that m the matter of JUShce we were i.n a state of great muddle 
and mcons1st~ncy. With that in mind, we may go back to asking question~ 
of_ourselves. We.have not yet found a·way.out of our confusion in these 
thmgs. We have not defined the difference between these two categories 
qf ·wrongs, voluntary· and involuntary. Jn all states, every lawgiver who 
~as ~ver appeared treats them as distinct, and the distinction is reflected 
in: h1~ laws. !'Jow:, is ~h: position we took up a moment ago to overrule 
al~ dissent, hk~ a· dec1s1?n ~anded down from .God? Shall we make just 
this one assertron ~1:d d~smrss the tppic; without adducing any reasons to 
show ~hat o~r positron 1s correct?' Impossible. W~at we must do, before 
we le~1~lat~, 1s somehow make clear that there are two categories, but that 
the d1stmct10n b_etween them is a ~ifferent one: Then, when one imposes 
th_e :penalty on either, eve:ybody _w1Hbe able to appreciate the arguments 
for it, -and make· SOil)e l.<md of Judgment whether it is the appropriate 
penalty to have imposed or not. . . . . 

CuN:As: W~ think you state the position fairly, sir. We must do on~ ~f 
two thmgs, ~1th.er stop insisting that unjust _acts are always involuntary, 
or, bef~r.~ gm_ng any further, demonstrc1te its validity by means of a prelimic 
nary d1stmchon. _ , ·. . . · 

· ~THENIA~: .T~e first of the two alternatives, denying the proposition 
when.I b_eheve 1t to represent the truth, is absolutely.unacceptable to me. 
I should _be break~ng H1e la':s ot both God and man. But if the two things 
d? no; differ by virtue of_ b~mg voluntary' and. 'involuntary'; how do they 
differ. What.9ther factor rs mvolved? That is what we have.to try, somehow 
or other, to show. . . . . . . · 

· CLINIA~: His sur~IY:i~possible, sir, t~ approach the-pr~-bl~m inany·w~y. 

b 

C 

d 

· ATHENIAN: So this 1s what we shall try to do. Look: when citizens come 
together and associate with each other, they obviously inflict many injuries; 
and to these .the terms 'voluntary' anc:l. 'involuntary' can be.freely applied. 

e 

CLINIAS: Of course · .. 

.· ' ATHENIAN: But no ;ne shoµla:des~ribe allthese inj~ries ~sacts of i~justice, 
?1:cl conch~de ti.lat_ therefore the unjust acts committed in these. cases of 
m1ury fall mto two categories, (a) involuntary (because if we add them all 
up, you see,· the involuntary injuries are no less numerous,and n~. less 
great tha~ the voluntary ones), and (b) voluntary as well. Rather than clo 862 
that, cons~der th: next step ~ am going to take in my argument: atn I on 
to so1?ethmg or Just driveHng? My position, Clinias and Megillus, is not 
~hat, i_f so~eone ~urts som~one else i~voluntarily and without intending 
1t,?).e rs ~ctmg un1ustly but-involuntarily.- I will not legislate so as to make r 

t~1s_ a~ myoluntary act of injustice. Ignm:ing its relative seriousness or 
~~1:7ral~ty,

1
, I shall refuse t~, put d~wn ~uch an injury 11nder the heading of 

· m1ushce · :at all. Indeed, 1f my v1~w 1s sustaiJ].ed, we E>hall · oftell'-say of a 
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benefactor that 'he is committing the injustice of conferring a benefit'-an 
improper benefit. You see, my friends, in effect we should not simply call 
it 'just' when one man bestows some object on another, nor simply'unjust' 
when correspondingly he takes it from him. The description 'just' is appli­
cable only to the benefit conferred or injury inflicted by someone with a 
just character and outlook.- This is the point the lawgiver has to watch; he 
must keep his eyes on these two things, injustice a~d' injury. He must use 
the .law to. exact -damages for· damage done; as• far: as he can; he must 
restore losses, and if anyone has knocked so1;11ethirtg,down, put it ?ac:k 
upright again; in place of anything killed or wounded, he must substitute 
·something in a sound condition. And when atonement has been made by 
compensation, he mu.st try by his laws to make the criminal and the victim, 
in each. separate case of injury,. friends instead:.of enemies: '· . . . . . . 
. CUNIAS: So far; so good. .. . ' . ' . . : . : ·. . 
. ATHENIAN: Now to deal with unjust injuries (and gains too, as when one 

man's unjust ·act, results in a gain for someone else). The· cases ~hat are 
curable we must cure,·on the assumption that the soul has been mfected 
by disea·se. We must, however, state what gen~ra1' policy 'we pursue in 
our cure for injustice. · · ·· · ·· ·. ·, · · ., .. ·· ·._ .. : · 

CtrNIAS: What is this policy? ' ·.· · · · · · · · ·. · · • ' 
. ATHENIAN: This: when 'anyone coimnits an· act 'of' injustice,' serious or 

trivial, the law will combine instruction and-consfraint; sothat in the future 
either the criminal will never again dare to commit such a crime voluntarily, 
or he will-do it a_ very great deal less often; and in ·addition, he _will pay 
compensation·for the damage he has done.·This_ is some~hing' ':".e can 
achieve only·by laws of.the highest quality. We may take acti?n'._o_r simply 
talk to the criminal; we rriay grant him pleasures, or rrtake_lum suffer; we 
may honor hiin, we may disgrace hiin; we can fine him; or give him gifts. 
We may use absolutely any means to make him hate injustice and embrace 
true justic:e_:_or at any rate not hate it: Btif suppose Jhe ~awgiver _finds a 
manwhds beyond cure_:._what legal penalty will he·provide. for this_ case? 
He· will recognize that the best thing for all such people is to cease to 
live-'--best even fot themselves. By passing on they will help others, too: 
first, they will constitute a warning against injustice, and. seeondly they 
will leave the state- free of scoundrels. That is why the lawgiver 'should 
prescribe the death penalty in such cases, by way of punishment for their 
'crimes'-'-but in no other case whatever. . · · · · · · ·· · · 
· · CuNIAs: In one way, what you have said seems eminently reason~ble. 
However, we should be glad to hear ·a· clearer -explanation of two po~nts: 
first,the difference between injustice•and injury; and secondly thevanous 
senses of 'voluntary' and 'involuntary' that· you: distinguished so. elabo­
rately in the·course of your aq?iument. . . . ' . '. . . . . ; 
. ATHENIAN: I m:ust try to meet your request and explam _these pomts. 
Doubtless in the course- ·of conversation you make at least this point· to 
each other about the soul: one of the constituent elements (whether 'part' 
or 'state' is not important) fo be found· incit is 'anger', and this imiate 
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imJ?ul~e, unruly and difficult to fight as it is, causes a good deal of havoc 
by its irrational force. · . 

CLINIAS: Yes, indeed. · . · 
ATHENIAN: The next point is the distinction we make between 'pl · , 
d ' , w Pl . easure 

a~ anger . e say . easure wields her power on the basis of an opposite 
kmd.o~ forc_e; _she achieves whatever her will desires by persuasive deceit 
that is irresistibly compelling.~ - · 

CLINIAS: Quite right. . . . 
. ATHE:"IAN: Thirdly, we would be saying nothing but· the truth if we 
named igno:anc.e as a ~a~se o: wrongdo~ng. The lawgiver would, in fact, 
do _a better JOb 1f he divided ignorance· mto two: (1) 'simple' ignorance 
wh~ch ~e would treat as the cause of trivial faults, (2) 'double' ignorance: 
which 1s the er:or of a. man who is not.only in the grip of ignorance but 
on top of that 1s conv:mced .of his. own wisdom; believing that he has a 
thorough k~owledge of matters of which, in fact, his ignorance is total . 
~hen su~h ignorance is backed up by strength and power, the lawgiver 
~Ill treat 1t as the source of serious and barbarous wrongdoing; but. when 
1t !acks power, he will treat the resultant faults as the peccadilloes of 
childr~n an~ old men. He w:ill of course regard these deeds as offenses, 
and w1ll leg1slate against these people as _offenders, but the laws will be 
of the most gentle character, full of understanding . 

CLINIAS: Your proposals are perfectly reasonable. . 
~THENIAN: Most of us ag:ee that some people· are 'conquerors of' their 

des.ire for p\eas~re. and feelmgs of anger; while.others are 'conquered' by 
them. And that 1s m fact the situation ... 

CLINIAS: It certainly is. . . , . 
, ATHENIAN: ~ut ~e ~ave never heard anyone say that some people are 
conquerors of their ignorance; while others are 'conquered by' it. 

CLINIAs: Very true. ·· · · . - · . . · . . · , · . 
ATHENIAN: But we do· say _thaf each' of these 'influences· often prompts 

every man to take the opposite course to the one which attracts him and 
which he really wishes to take. -· · • : . 
· CLINIAS: Yes, times without number. 

An:ENIAN: _May I now clearly distinguish for you, without elaboration, 
w~a~ m 1:1Y :71ew_ the terms 'just' and 'unjust' mean. My general description 
of In Justice is. this: the mastery of the soul by anger~ fear, pleasure, pain, 
envy and desires, whether they lead to any actual damage or not. But no 
matter ~ow states or individu.als think they can achieve t_he good, it is a 
conce1:tio~ of what the good 1s that should govern every man and hold 
sway _m his soul, even if he is a little mistaken. If it does, every action 
don.em accordance with it,.and any part of a man's nature that becomes 
sub1ect t? such control, we have to c_all 'just', and best for the entire life 
of ma1:kmd-and this in. spite of the popular belief that damage done in 
su_ch circums.tances is an 'invoh,mtary' injustice. However, · we are not 
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engaging now. in a"captious.·dispute. ·about terminology. But since it has 
become clear that there are three kinds of basic faults, we ought first to 
impress these upon our -memory even more firmly. Our first kind is a 
painful one,'and we call it anger and fear. · 

CuNIAs:·.Yes. ·.·· · · · 
ATHENIAN: -The second.kind consists of pleasures and desires: The third, 

which is a distinct category, consists of hopes an:d opinion~a mere shot 
at the truth about the supreme good.4 If we divide this last category twice,5 
we get three types; and that makes, according to OlJT ·present argument, 
.a total of five in all. We must _enact different laws foy- the five kinds, and 
we must have:two main categories. 

CLINIAS: And what are these? 
ATHENIAN:•The:first category covers 'every occasion when crimes··are 

committed openly with violence; secondly; we,have crimes·that take place 
under cover of q.arkness, involving secrecy and fraud. Sometimes we find 
a combination' of.both methods, in which case our laws·will have ·to be 
very harsh_ indeed, if they are going to do their job. 

CLINIAS:- Of course. · · 
ATHENIAN: Now let's go back to the point wh'ere·we started: to'digress, 

and carry on with our enactment of the ·legal code: Our regulations about 
those who pillage from the gods, and' about ,traitors, had, !think, already 
been made; we had also dealt with 'those who do violence to the laws in 
order .. to· subvert the existing constitution. A man who commits one of 
these-crimes· might be, suffering :fr9m insanity, ·or he as gond ·as insane 
either because of disease, or the effects of· advanced senility, or because 
he is still in the years of childhood. 

44. (a) If c'lear prpof of any of these states i~. e_ver shown to the judges 
selected in each case, on the submission of either the criminal or his 

. , counsel, and in the opini,on of.the court the :µ1an was .iri that condition 
.. · when he c9mmitted his crime,. . ., , , ! 

he must pay, without fail, simple recompense for: any damage he may 
have inflicted on anyone, but the other deta~ls qf the-penalty should be 

. ,· .. waived, .. 
,, .·(b):if he.ha? kiUed someone a~d-bis hands·a:re p~llµte4.by murder, 
; ;he m_ust depart. fo a plqc_e in anothei: country -;md Hve there in exile- for 
.a year. 

4f. If h~·:coU.:e~ b~~k befor~ the leg~lly appoirit~d· tim·e, or even puts a 
. ,·. fociflnto any p_arf of h1s nativ~ country, . . 
. ' ,·• ·" - ' ' . - ' . . . . . 

·4.' Reading ... kai doxes,' tau alethous per{ to a;iston ephesis, triton ... in b7 .. 

· 's. Assuming thiit the ;th~rd' ca.tegory hete is -~quiva!~µt to that of 'ignora~ce' as a: cause 
of wrongdoing (863c..:d), the reference here is to thk 'simple'· and ·,double' forms of 
ignorance there noted, of which the latter was divided into that 'with power' and that 
'without power'. That would yield 'three types', as the Athenian gnes on to say here. 
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he must be imprisoned in the public ·ail b h . 
for two years after which he shall b J 1 y t e Guardians of the Laws , ere eased. 

The start we have made points the wa forwar . 
to lay down a comprehensive set of law[ th t . d. we need not scruple 
of murder. First we should deal with those a will ~over e:'ery category 
force, but unintenti_onally:.. committed with the use of 

46 A. If anyone has unintenti6nall kill d · · . . · 
(a) in a contest or public games-v!heth:r ; m~n ~ho ~s not an enemy 
late~ as a result of the wounds, . eat occurs immediately, or 
(b) in war similarly, . . .· . . . . 
(c) in military training wh th · . 1. · · 
f . f . . ' e er in Jave in-exercises without th 
wn ? . armor, or when some wea ons a . . . . . . . . _e p~otec­

warhme ·usage;· , · P, . , re b~ing earned m 1m1tahon of 

the offender shall be free of pollution when h. . .. 
accordance. with _the_ r~levant law from Delphi; e has been punfied in 

;!a~~!octors, if their patient dies as. an unintended result of their 
• I 

are fo pe fr_e~ of pollution according to law. ' . 
B. If one man kills an tli' b h· · . 
(a) by his ow h . "d o er y is own act, but unintentionally n an , . . .. . , 
. (~? without weapons, or . 

.... x1> by tool!, weapon,_ ad~inistration of food ·or drink app1ic f f 
. (R) . r~ o: co d, or depnvat10n of air, whether . , a ion o 

I-' (~? he does the deed himself, or ·. 
. (u) thro:1gh the agency of others,· ' · · · · . · . 
zn all cases 1t must be reckoned his own 'act and he must 1 . 
as under: . . · ... ,. . . . . pay pena hes 
If he kills ·· · 
(a) a slave, . 
he must indemnify the dead , . · . · . . . · . 
what the loss would_ be if h::nws mlasterhagda1bnst the:damage, reflecting 
C If h . . . . . n s ave a een killed . . 

· · e fails to indemnify· the master . · 
. he must pay a penalty of twice th '1 · 
. making an'estimate of it and he in e ;a ue of the dead man, the judges 
ous purifications than those ~ho ~!v:e~~fi:~ _greater and more numer-

ii~~~ders as are chosen by the oracle are to be i~:~~;;:~:~i~~ ;:~fi~;: 
'B. c~nt. (b)_ Hhe kills ·a· slave of his own, . . • . 
let him punfy himself · d b · . f . . 
(c) If he k"ll f , an. e qmt o the murder according to law. 1 s a ree man, inadvertently, · · 

, he_ must undergo the same purifications as the killer of a slave. 

He should not take Iightl Id ' · · · · · • 
ancient tales. It runs as fr1~:~; .Jto~y t~~t ~1!1es from our collection of 

freedom, the man murdered by
0 

vi~::!, };:shfy ~~:Ju!~;;~~fs sru:1 
0~ 
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h · nsible The dead man is full of fear and loathing at his t e person respo · · . · . . h" d · 
· 1 t sufferings· he abominates the sight of 1s own mur erer gomg 

own v10 en ' h full r . t f h. we he about localities once f_amiliar to himself; t? t e . . . . _my o . 1s po rs . 
. . "t 'h"s 'own anguish ori th.ep ·erpetrator of the cnme, the ~~n and, his 
v1s1 s 1 · · · · ·h · · · th · d Therefore . d . d h" 11" are 'the'memories that' aunt e mur erer. . dee S, an I rn a 1e~. ; , . ',, . , , , , . , . ,, . . 

. o. (a) A killer must keep clear of his victim' fo; all the s~'ason~ of an 
entire year, by. sta,ying away from t.he d'7f1.d, man s usua~ haunts and the 
whole of his native cou~try. ' 
(b) If the ·d~ceased is a foreigner, .. ' • ' ' ' . . . ' 
the killer should keep clear of the foreigner s homeland as well for an 

identical period. · . · ': .. · · · . · · , · f k" · h 
- ' lf-a,ma~ ~b~. 's :this.ia~iv,ithout demur, tlle dec'~ased _s ne?<t_.o ·. m, _w_ 0 

~HI take not~ of his compliance with these reqmrements, .. w1ll gr~nt ~Im 
pardon and will be ei;itirely correstt() live onpeaceabl'7}erms.w1th.h1m. 
E If the killer disobeys, · . , ·· · · · ·· · · · · · · 

1 
· d · h · 

(~) by daring to enter t~mpfos and perfon.1:t saqifices! polute , a:S e IS, 

· and then · . d · d b. · ct' · 
(b) b refusing to complete .the above.-menti.o:n.e. pe~19 a, ,ro.a , 

. the dlceased's next of k~n mu~t prosecute the kiH~r on: a, ~harge,of murder. 
In ca~e ~t' co'r{viction, all penalties are to be d?ubled;. 
p If the next of kin does not prosecute the cnme, · · ,:, , . . . 
the pollutiorz must b,edeemeµ to havy ar~iyed c1tJ1is owri._ d9or, OWl~ro 

I 'the ~urd~red man's supplications for .. aton~ment. An}'.o_nf .~ho WlS es 
may bring a charge against t~e nex_t of kin a,n~ fcme him to k~~p q"\Vay 
from his native country for five yec;lr,s, acc_or1~~g t~ law .. , ; ... , 
G. (a) If a foreigner l<.ills a. foreigner w:ho. 1s hymg 11)- the, .state, 
~nyone who wishes should prosecute under the same laws. 
(b) If the killer is · 

(i) a resident alien, 
he m,ust go abroad for, a, .ye,ar;.. . . . . 

(ii) a non-resident.alien, ' . . ' . ' .· . . . 
he must keep away, for the whole of his ljfe; ,frQil} th~ _co~ntr~ th~t _lays 
down these .laws, in addition to. perfor_.J.Umg ,the1 Pl!:n!icat~()P,S; th~s rs to 

: .•. ~pply ~hether h,e(~ilis. (i) i nop.~resic:ler;il; a.lien, .(2) a, .res~dep.t ~hen, or 
(3).,acitizen .. - · '"''°' : _,,·.. ··,: ,, 
H. If he returns. , ,. , . "· .,,.: ., .. , . · 
(~) iliegally, · · · "f h h · · 
the Guardians of the Laws must pun~sh ~i1!1 · ~y. death, and 1:. , ~· . as any 

t the'y must Present it to his v1ct1m s. nearest,re_fa,hv.e, , ... proper y, _ ._ . . . · -· · .. 
(b) ti.nintentionally, . : .. , '• . ; 'I 

(i) being shipwrecked on the coast! · . . . - . 
he must c~mp out where the sea washes by his feet and .. await an opportu-

. nitytosailaway;. ·. · • . . ·_ . · ' ·, · · :.· · _ 
. . (ii) being forcibly brought m overland by ~omeone, . · . · nd 
the fi.rst official of.the state that· comes across him must set him free a 
dispatch him unharmed beyond the border. 
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If someone kills a free man by his own hand, but the deed is done in 
anger; we must first make an internal distinction within this type of crime. 
Anger is. common to (1) those who kill a man by blows or similar means, 
.owing to a sudden impulse: here the- action is immediate,· there is no 
previous intention to kill; and regret for the deed follows at once;,(2) those 
who have been stung by •insults or opprobrious actions and who pursue 
their vengeance :until, some time. later, they kill somebody: they intend to 
kill, and the deed causes no repentance. So it looks as.if we have to establish 
two categories of. murder; broadly speaking, both are done in anger, but 
a proper description would be 'falling somewhere midway between "vol­
untary" and '.'in.voluntary"'; however, each .type comes closer to one or 
other of these extremes. The man who nurses his anger and takes his 
vengeance later-not suddenly, on the spur of the moment, but with 
premeditation-approximates to the voluntary murderer. The man whose 
anger: bursts forth uncontrollably; whose action is. instant, immediate, and 
without· premeditation, resembles the involuntary killer. Yet even so, he 

. is not an entirely involuntary killer: he only resembles one. It is therefore 
sometimes difficult to categorize murders done, under· the influence of 
anger, and to know whether to treat them in law as voluntary or involun­
tary. The best ·course,. which .corresponds most closely to reality; is to 
classify:them both. under ,what they most resemble, and to distinguish 
thellJ. by the presence or absence of.premeditation. We should lay down 
compa,ratively severe penalties for those w:ho have killed in anger and 
_witJ;rpremeditatiqn, and lighter.ones forthose who have killed on the spur 
of. the moment without previous intent. Something which Tesembles a 
greater evil should attract a.greater punishment, whereas a lesser penalty 
should be visited on that which resembles. a lesser eviLThis, then, is the 
course om: laws should take. 

CuNrAs: Indeed it is. · . : ·. - . · · . 
ATHENIAN: The~ let's go back to our subject and ·carry on. ~s follo~s: 

47 A. If. someone kills a. free man with his own hand, and the deed is 
· done i:n a fit of anger, without previo~s intent, · 
his penalty should in general be that appropriate to a man who has killed 
withoutanger; but in addition he.should be obliged to go into exile for 
tw,o years,· by way of a curb for his anger. 
B. If a man kills in anger, but with premeditation, . 

. his, penalty should in general be·that inflicted in the previous .instance; 
but his exile should be for three years as against the other's two, the 
period .of:punishment-being longer because of the,greater violence of 
his passi01:i. 

I1.1. such cases, regulations for the. return frorri exile should .run as follows. 
(It is not easy to make hard and fast rules: sometimes the, fiercer .criminal 
as. defi~ed by the law may turn out .easier to manage,- whereas the 
man who. is _supposedly more manageable may tum. out to be a more 
diffic:ult case, having committed a murder with some savagery; the other, 
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,conversely,' may have dispatched his-·victi~·without' b:utality. How'eve~, 
myr account does describe. the cases you'll'firtd ;a~e typical.) · · · '. · 

-. 'f'he Guardians of.the Laws should ·act as·assessors of all these pomts, 
and-;when' the ·period of exile prescribed for either ~ategory has ·come to 
an end, they-should'send twelve of their number, as Judges, to the borders 
of the country. During the time that has elapsed the~e tw_elve s_hm1ld have 
made a- still more exact investigation into what· the, exiles dicl., so as ·to 
decide whether to grant pardon :and 'permission' to· return; and: the exiles 
are bound to acquiesce in the judgment iof t~ese authorities. ' · ·0

: · · ·_ '. · 

' '• ' ' '. I,' ,. \ ; ' 

· · · ~- (~) If. ·a returned exile -of either category' is· evet agairi overcome by 
anger,and·commits· the same offense; · · _ - - · _· · ·, ' ' ·'' · 
: he must go into: exile and never come back. . : . . . ~-''. ) : ' '. ' 

. --(b) If-he does come--back, "'' : ' ,, ... ". ., ' :,,, ' . ' ' 
.. his:penalty will be the sarri.e as that imposed on the -foreigner who·re-
, turns [46HJ:· · · · · · · ·- ' · · 
D-·{a) If a;inan,ki11S-his.own'slave, ··J ,,,r. ·. 

,;, 1ze,must purify himself.· . 
·(b) lf·he kills another{s slave, in anger, . . _:-_-, _·_; 

, he must pay double damages to the owner:- '·.' ... · . ' _; '. '·,, . 1_: : _ . 

, E. ,Jf a killer in any category flouts the •law, and m his unpunfied s_tate 
-· pollutes; the marketsplace, the sports stadium, -~nd o:her-holy pla_ces, 

__ ·anyone who wishes should prosecute both• the· killer and the relative_ of 
.. the dead mail who allows the killer to do this,·and compe'ltherelative 
to' ~xact ·payinent_,of twice the fine -and the _other· expens~s; arid ·t~e 

. prosecutor shall'be legally-entitled to take for h1m:self the money so paid. 
:,:F. (a) If a.slave kills -his own master, in ·anger, - · · -· ·- · 

the relatives of the deceased shall treat the·killer in whatever way they 
like (except that under no circumstances whatever may they let'himigo 
on -living); and-be-free of pollution: · -· ·- - · ' · · · · '· · · · 
(b) If a slave murders a free man who is not his master, in anger, 
his master shall deliver ,him up to the relatives of the;deceased, who 
will be obiiged to kill him, the manner of the execution ,be,ing within 

:_, -their discretion'. . , . . . . ' -- . . ' '\' ': 
G.-(This.\.s a:rare occilrrence/but"not unknown.) - ' ,·'/.: · ·;, ·· ' . 
(a) If a f~ther,or mother kills ason·or daughter in anger by beating them 
or by using some other,form of yiolence,: . ·· -. · -· · ~ ' · - _ · 

d 

_ the murderers ,mµst·undergo the· same punfications _ as apply rn ·the other 
cases,and-.gointoexilefor·three-years: ,.· · · __ .· •,,,.·' 
(b) When they com:e back, the female killer must be separated from her 
husband and the male from his wife, and they must have no more 

e 

children; and they must never again share hearth and home with those 
whom they have robbed- of a·scin or brother, or join irin~ligious cere:mon: 

· ies with them.,·' · ' · · · · ' · ·. · ·-· · ·: · · · 
, H.·lf,soiµeone is impious enough,to disobey these regulations, . 

he shall be liable to a charge of impiety at the hands of anyone who wishes. 
I. (a) If a man kills his wedded wife-ina fit of anger; or a wife her husband, 

,i 

~-· 

!/,· 
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they must undergo the same purifications and spend three years in exile 
(~) 01: his r~turn,_ a_ person who _has done such a deed must never joi~ 
his children m religious ceremonies nor eat at the same table with them 
J. If the parent or the child disobeys,_ _ . · 
he shall_equally be liable to a charge of impiety·atthe hands ~f anyone 
who wishes. 
K. If in anger _ _ _ . 
(a) a brother kills, a brother or a sister; or 
(b) a sister kills a brother or a sister, _ - -
th~ same purifications a1:~ periods of exile as applied to parents and 
children should be specified as applying in these cases too -(That is they 
should never share hearth and home with the brothers whom they' ha 
deprived of their;:fellow- brothers -nor with- parents whom they h ve 
deprived of children, nor join: in religious ceremonies with the~.) ave 
L. If anyone disobeys this law, _ 
~-e will b~ subject to the relevant law of impiety already laid down, as 

- rs only nght and proper. - . · .. - -- . -_ - , 
, M. If anyone gets·~nto _si:ch an ungover11able·temper with his-parents 
. and_ be getters that m his msane fury he dares to kill one of them -and 
. (a) is let off responsibility for murder by a voluntary statement ~f the 
, deceased before death, . . . . . , . . . 
,he must perform the same purifications as those·who commit involuntary 

· ·murder; and, when- he ·has follo~ed th_e rest of the procedure prescribed 
for thos.e cases;· he may be•considered purified. . _ · · . · _ _ . 
(b) If he is not let off;. · · 

th~ perpetr~tor of such a-' crime wiit b~: indictable. under m~ny ·laws. He 
~ill_be subJect- to- the-mosb huge· penalties for· assault,. and likewise for 
im~iety for temple~ro?berY:~he ~as plundered the· shrine that is his par­
ents b~dy, and. depnved iLof-hfe: ,Consequently if one inan-.could die 
_many times, the mi:rderer of his father-or mother who has acted in anger 
wo_uld_ deserve .to die the death over and ·over again. To this one killer no 
law will allow the plea of self-defense; no law will permit him to kill his 
father or mother,· who brought. him into the: world. The· law will instruct 
hirri to put up. with all manner of suffering before he does such -a thing. 
But·w.hat ?t~er penalty than death c_ould the law appropriately- lay down 
for .this cnmmal? The law, then, should··run: · 

(b) cont. 
the penalty for the murderer of a father or mother is to be death - -

-~- ~a) If_ a brother kills his own brother in a political brawl o; some 
similar crrcumstances, in:self~defense·when·his victim had·struck first, 
he should be regarded as free of pollution -(as though he had killed 
an enemy). 
(b) The same applies if 

(i) a citizen kills a citizen, or 
(ii) a foreigner kills a foreigner. 
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_. (c) If in selfsdefense . . ·' 
. (i) .a citizen kills _a,forei.~er; or . . . . . , • • . ' 

.·· .. (ii) a ~6rehigulnedrbkill~ at·hc:i::~e position with regard to the .freedom 
the culprit s o e ~n . . . . . . , , . , · 
from pollution, and likewise if . .. . . . 

(iii) a slave kills a slave. . . . . · 
0. If however a slave, in self-defense, kills ~ fre~ ~:n[47M]. • .. 

. Id b b. t to the same. laws as the parnci e . . 
he shou . e su_ 1ec d bout ·the· acquittal from responsibility for 
P. The regu.lations state a t. · 1 to every acquittal in· such cases 

. murder ,gran_ted by a fat~er i~~ta~if P~:Solves another of responsibility, 
(when,, thaLis, one man vo d .hY be· en committed involuntarily): 

h · · d that the· mur er as 
on't :i_woun s 'd . 'the ·purifications and·,spend one year away 

.· :,the criminal must un ergo . . .. ,, , , - _ ... 
fron::i· the countryraccording -to l_aw, . . .. 

. . . . . . . d cri tion of involun~ary murders, which 
Let-this ~ore or less su(flce as a. :Sxt t~sk is to s eak of voluntary murders, 
involve vmlence a:1d anger. Our_ n from sheer i~justice-.-the lack of control 
.which !1re.pr:meditated and spr;g r one's lusts and jealous feelings. 
over Jhe desire for . .pleasure. an ove . . c . . , .. 

CLINIAS: Tru~. · · · · •· .,
1
:
1 

;- · ' ht ;gain ~o ~~ke. ~s complete a .list as 
ATHENIAN: First of a , we oug . , . . , 

possible of these. s?urces of ~rime, · . · · ~o~l ~h~t h~s gon~ wild with 
:. The-chief cause·.1s·lust, which tyrafnmzes a . th . obJ·ect.of. most men's 

. Th" 1 t ·s most -usually· or· money, e .. . . f 
desire. is us i - . . B ause oftheirinate depravity o 
strongest and most frequent longi:1g. ec ey has the power to produce 
men and th:i1: misdin~cted edu~:!i~~ :~~le to satisfy--,-all cent~ring o_n 
in them .a milho~ ~r~vm~s tha1th Thtcause of this incorrect education is 
the eri.dl~s~ acqms~tion_ 0 wea · lth b the ublicopinic;m of Greeks and 
the permc10us _rrnise gi':'en to~~:: tak!s i onl;: third·, place in the s_cale of 
,non-Greeks; ahke ... In fact, _w, . t t , the ruination otpostenty and 
go~dness;6,but they ma~e ~ pre~ri~enolic; for all :cities to follow is to tell 
themselves. -The best an t e no es _P . . sts ·to serve, the body, just as the 
the truth about.wealth, namely that it exllthou lithe· ends which wealth 
body should .be· the s~rvant o: ,the;,o~ealth ·it!lf will take. third place, 
naturally serves are. m~eed .fgoho' ' 1 nd the body. Taking, therefore, 
. . ft r the perfection o . t e sou .a . . t b 

commg a e . , "d . . . hall find that the man who means o e 
this argument as our gm_ e, we. s ~ealth but to be wealthy in a way 

c happy shoul_d 1'.ot ~eek simply t:t~l Murd~~s needing still more-murders 
consisten_t with 1ust1ce and self-~o . f . that had'taken this lesson to heart. 
in expiah?n would not occ:1~ mt ie:e embarked on this topic, we have 
But as thmgs are;. as we sai w tn inent cause .at that, of the most 
here one cause, and an extreme y prom . . . , . 
serious charges .. .of deliberate murder. , . 

6. See the lists at 697b ff. and 743e. 

l 
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Second, an ambitious cast of mind: this breeds feelings of jealousy, which · 
are dangerous companions to live with, particularly for the person who 
actually feels jealous, but potentially harmful to the leading citizens of the 
state as well. 

In the third place, many a murder has been prompteµ by the cowardly d 
fears of a guilty man, When . a ma11 is commiUing some crime, or has 
'already com_mitted it, he wants no one to know about it, and if he cannot 
'eliminate a possible informer in any other way, he murders him. . 

These remarks_ should constitute the preface applying to all these crimes. 
In addition, . we must tell the story which is so strongly believed by so 
many.people _when.they hear it fr?m those who have made a serious study 
.of s~~~- matters .. in thetr, mystic: ceremonies. It is this: _ . · 
· Vengeance is exacted· for these crimes in the afterclife, and when a man 
returns to this world again he is ineluctably o~lig~d to pay the penalty e 

presc:ribed. by the !a.v: pf 1;atui;-e-,-to undergo. the same treatment as he 
himself meted out to his victim, arid to conclude' JJ:is earthly existence by 
encountering a _similar fate at the .hands of someone else. 

_ If a man obeys and heartily dr~ads such a·p~naity i;lfter merely hearing 
tli.e,oyerture~ there is 1,10 heed to pl~y over the relev,fr1t law. But in case 871 

of disbbe,ciience t1:1e following faiv should be stated in writing: · 
' . -' . •': ~' ' ' . ' . : . . ' ·' ' 

48 A. (a) If a man-by his own hand viciously kills a fellow citizen, with 
premeditation, , . . 
he·must-be excluded from the places where people usually gather, and 
not pollute temples,or market ,or harbors or any other common place 
cifrassembly, whether or not someone makes a proclamation against the 

.,culprit in these terms. (The reasonis that the law itself makes the procla­
, mation. lt'makes a permanent and public proclamation on behalf of the 

···· whole·state,· and-always will.) 
B. If a man fails in his duty to prosecute the. culprit or bar him by b 

proclamation, and is a, relative, (no more distant than a c;ousin) of the 
deceased on either the.father's side or the mother's, 
the pollution, together with the enmity of the gods, should arrive at his 
own, door. :(The, curse imposed by the· law turns' the edict of heaven 
against him.) He must be subject to prosecution at the. hands of any 
man who wishes to take vengeance for· the _deceased, and the man 
who thus wishes to take vengeance must scrupulously perform all the 
appropriate ablutions a_nd all the other ritual details the god prescribes c 

, for such cases; and when he has published -the proclamation, ·he must 
go and make:the criminal submit to theimposition of the penalty, under 

- .: the Jaw. ' 

It is easy for a legislator to derilo~~trate that all this should be accompa­
nied by a number of prayers and sacrifices to those gods who make it 
their business to prevent murders occurring in society. The Guardians of 
the Laws, in association with expounders, soothsayers~ and the god, should d 
rule who these gods are to be, and specify the procedure for bringing such 
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es that .would be most in harmony with the requirements of religion; 
,cas . t h" h 
they should then follow it themse~ves i1: bringing t~ese cases to cour , w ic 

7 
should be the same as.the one given final:authonty over temple~robbers. 

48 A. cont. . . 
(b) If a in.an is found guilty, . , , . . . . . ·. . . 

·: he 'mu§_t be punished :by dea_th ~nq be deprived of bunal. m ~h7 cou.ntry 
6f his' victim. (In this way we can show he has not ,bee11 !of given, ~nd 

· t:~1~ i~h~1jfenda~t I?akes. off a~~ refuses t~ submit' to· tbal, 
1 

· _ 

he must reinain in exile permanen~ly. · ·' . . . . . , • · S 

· (b) If'such a person set_s foot wit~irtJ::te c?1mt~y of the ~u.r~ere~.ma~'. 
the first of th~ relatiyes oft_he de~ea_sed ~ho, coi;nrs a.c.rqs~ him, or mdeed 
any.'citizer\.~ show4 ~i~h,er· ·. . . : . · · 

(i) kill him with'·1mpumty, o~ _ . . . . .- , ., , , , . .. . _ ._ 
(·:.)"t·.· h·... · ''' · a· n· d hand hiin over"to the 1·udges who tn~d the case n ie im up, .- .·,. .. : .. . ._ . . .. . 

for them to carry o\it the executl~!l: . '.. . ' : . ' . ., . . ' ... . 
D. When a_ man underta,kes a prof!eCu_ti,on,_ he should _im~ediat_ely de-

. ·mand suteties from _the aCCU~ed. 'J:he latter must duly_ provide ~i::;,?u~~­
, · tie~; who mt1!3t be·. deemed'. in .t~~ eyes· qf the j11dges who_ f~ns_~i.t~te tl;le 

court in these cases, to be credit-worthy; and these three ~red~t-w?rthy 

t. t· 1 dge' ·themselves to produce the accused at .his tnal. If .· .sure ies mus ·p e · . _.. .. 
a man refuses, or is unable, to produce sureties, ·' • '·'' · ·J •· 

the authorities must arrest him and keep 'him. bound .and under .guard, 
so thatthey can produce him ~Uh~ he~ring of.the case. ·: . ,· · '. ·· 
E. Ifa man,does not a,ctually kill with his own-~ands, but s~mply plans 
the murder; and although responsible for it by virtue of plotting arr~~ge-

• merits, continues to, live iR the ·state with his soul pollute~ by homicide, 
his trial for this crime should proceed .along :the ,sa~e lmes as '.before, 

·except as regards•the.,baiL.Ifhe is convicted,• : --1• ·' : .. · •. ·, : ·-· 

he may be granted burial· in his. native -~and,c·~ut -the: ot_~er detai~s of.the 
punishment should conform with the regulations p_rev10u~ly .laid down 
for this category.9 .. · · · · · · · · · -· · · • · · · • 

. F. These same regulations about the actual commission and mere plottmg 
.of a murder-should apply when, · ' · · · · · · · · ' 
(a) (i) foreigners prosecute foreigners, · : · -. ·: 

(ii) citizens prosecute foreigners and .foreigners citizens, and. _ 
· · · {iii) slaves prosecute slaves. · ·_. · ' : '.· ·.·,:·.· ·; .,· :.. , · · ~' · · 
(b) But an :exception should .be made in the business of:the sure!Y· Just 

·t ·d [48D] that actual murderers.should.provide sureties, the . as i was,sai · · 1 
person who proclaims the ban arising from the mur_d~~ should simu tane-
ously demand sureties. in these. c,a~es to_o [4~:f(a)(i-m)~. . ..... 

, 7. .8~5c-8~6a. 
8. Reading tout6n in d7. 

· 9. That is
1 

for those who do kill with their own hand: 

Jl 
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G If a slave. intentionally kills a free man, whether he did ·the deed 
himself or planned it, and is convicted, 

.. the public executioner should haul him off in the direction of the deceased' s 
grave to· a point from which the culprit can see the tomb. He should 
then scourge him, giving as _many strokes as the successful prosecutor 
instructs. If the homicide survives. the scourging, he is to be executed. 
H. If a man kills an innocent slave, fearing that he will inform against 
his own shocking and disgracefu.l:conduct, _or prompted by some sirpi-
lar motive, . . . . 

, .. he,'should sub~1.t'to trial, ~heh a slave 'hcis' died in these circum~tances 
{: precisely a'~'he wohlci ha.'ve ·subiriitted to trial for murder if he had kiiled 
' a citizen. . i ' . . ' . . ; ' . 

' C~rta~n: crinte~, ·~llich rrray"occur;_ make .thtcie~e· com:positiori· of_ laws 
for therri an unpleasant· and .distasteful business,. but it is impossible to 
qmitthem frb_in our code. I m'eari :d.~libt'!tate and wholly wicked murders 
of relatives, whether the m11rderer. c.ominits the crime·i_n person or llle'rely 
plots i~. Ge11erally speaking, ,fhese· killing5. occur' in ·s·tates that are badly 
admihi5.,tered or have a &~~dive system 'of _education; but occasionally 
one of them might crop up even in' a. country where one ·would hardly 
look for it. What we have to do is to repeat our explanation of a moment 
ago, hQping that anyone who hears it will be more willing and able to 
avoid committing murders that are absolutely .the most detestable in the 
sight pf Heaven._The 'mythf, or·!explan,ation', or whatever the right word 
is, has come down to us iwunambigtiqus terms·from the lips of priests of 
long·ago.-- ·,., · .-... ,,. ·· 1 ·, ·,,, , •. :·· • 

, fusti~e. st~nds on guard to exact vei;igeance_ for, the spilling of the blood 
o(r~la!iyes; s.he op~rates 'tllr6ugh the la;w .we have j~st mentioned, and 
her''decr'ee is that"a'mari who has done something of this kind is obliged 
to suffer precisely what he h~s _i~fµdecl. _If ever. c1. man has murdered his 
father, in ~he ccnirs,e of time. he must suffer the same. fate from violent 
treatment afthe hands bf h_is· chiklreil. A matricide; before being reborn, 
must adopt the female s'ex, and ~Her being born a woman and bearing 
children, be dispatched subsequently by them. No_ other purification is 
av~i,l~?l~: 

1
wh~n, .c.o.~~on 1?,lo?cl., ~a5.

1
• bee~ · ~6lltlt~d;~ the· p~lluti~ri resists 

cleal].smg until, murder for ,murder; the gmlty soul has paid the penalty 
aridlJy'this'appeasem~nthas soothed the _anger of the deceased's entire line. 
.'. . Thus tlle feat of s:ucn yeri.geance,' exacted by the 8,(?.dS, 'should hold a 
inan in· check. But· thfs is' the law the' human legislator will lay down in 
case sqn1e people ~hould be_ ov~rwhelmed. by the terrilJle misfortune of 
committing such ·a crime: · · · · · ' ': ' . . . • · . 

,'\ 

' I. (a) ·If they shouia' d~re to te~r the. soi.ii ficiin the' body of their father, 
mother, brothers or children; deliberately and with premeditation, 
. the proclamations of ·banishment from places i of public ,resort, and the 
sureties, should be identicaHo those detailed·~~ ,previous cases .. 
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(b) If a man is convicted of such a murder, having killed one of the 
aforementioned persons, _ . · - . · · · - . · . · _, . 
the court-assistants and-the officials ,shall execute him, and. throw ~1m 
out, naked, at-a specified place where'three roads meet outside the city. 
All the officials on behalf.·of the entire state; must take a stone and 
th · ·t t the head of the corpse, and thus purify the entire state. After 

row 1 a · ·· d f h 1 d d · t 't thisi.they must carry the corpse to·the bor ers o t e ~n .an - eiec 1, 
gi,ving it no burial,.as the law instructs.,\ - . . . -

But what about th~ kill~r of_ the person w]:to is, aboy~ all, his 'neare;t and 
dearest', as the express10n 15? What pena1ty ought he, _to undergo. I a1;11 
talking about the man' who kills' himself, who. (1) _uses Vl?lence to take h1s 
fate out of the hands of destiny, (2) is not actmg m obedience to any legal 
decision of his S\qte, (3)_ wh().s~ hand is not.forced by the pre~sl}~e o~_some 
excru~iating and u_navoidable misfo~tune,: (~) .. h~s 11~t fc).llen m~o- spme 
iiremedfable disgra,c~ thath.e cannothve with, a1:d (5) 1mpo~es this uniust 
j~dginent on himself in a spirit of slothfuJ qn~ abJect co\Var.d1c~ .. In ?eneral, 
what ritual observances ~hoµld take place 1"'1th regard to p~nf1cat10n and 
int~i:ment in this ca~e; are matters known to9:od; th~ re~atrv:es II_1USt see.k 
guidancefr'om rxpminders-a11~ the rel~v~1:1;t.la-:v~, and act m these 1.nstances 
according to t.h~.ir ins!ruct~ons. But . . 

.. , 49. :(a) P~ople who perish in this way;must be buried in_dividually, with 
no· one to share their ·-grave.' · .. -· - · -' - · · - ' ,: · · · · 

•, (b) They must·be buried in disgrace on.the· boundaries of the twelve 
· r territorial divisions, in deserted places that have no name. _ . · 

(c) The graves must not be identifiable! either by headstone or title: 

50. · (a) Jf a beast of burden gr any othe,r' aniIT).a_i ki~ls anyone. (except 
• when the inciqent ciccurs w.hile they are co!-11petmg m_ one of t~e pub-

.liC:c~:tit!si~idtivei_rinist;:ptb~~cut~ th~ kill~r for m~rd~;; _ . . . 
··(ii) the next of kin must appoi~t some.Country-Wardens (whichever 
pries hepleases, and as many as he likes), and they must try the 

· case: . . . . 
(iiP if t,he anin.i.al 'is found guilty, . ' . . ; . . . . . 

they ni~_st kill_ifand throw it ciut beyqnd theJront_1~r1?_of ~he co~~try. 
(b) If some in'aniny:1.te. obj~d c~u~esl,oss of h1n1:an hfe (but nqt_1~ it 1s a 
stroke of lightning or some ~1milar "Yeap9nw1e_lqed by :God 1t must 
be one of the other things th,a t kill ,a: m.an by falln:ig on him, or because 

he '{r)1~:h~:e~i'of kin mus.t app~int: th;\1~~~est ~ei?I:bor to sifin judgment 
on the object, and the deceased s entire lme, . . e 
(ii) the condemned object must be t.hrown o':er)he frontiers, m th 
way specified in t.he fa.Se of animc).lS. 

SL Hs~meone i~ found dead, and the"killer is not known a~d cannot 
be discovered by diligent efforts to trace him, · - · 
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the proclamations should be the same as laid down in former cases, being 
made; however, against 'the murdeter':,when the prosecutor has·estab­

. lished his case, he must give notice in the market-place to the killer and 
convicted murderer of so-and~so;'that he must not enter holy places no~ 
any part of the country of the deceased; he must threaten that if he does 
turn up and is ·recognized, he will be executed~ denied burial, and his 
body ejected from the country of his victim. · 

So much,' then;_f<\the ia~/o~ tli.at s~~t 6f murder: .In the following concff-
fions, however,,it will be rigM to regard the killer ~s innocent: · 

52. ·(a)_ If h~ catches ·a thief entering his home at night to steal his goods, 
and kills him,, --_ , · _ - -- ··. · - · - . 
he shall be innocent: · . . 

' · (b) If he ,kills a- footpad :in 'self~defens~;: 
he shall be' innocent.. : . . ,. , ; 

·. (c) If anyone· sexually· violates a free woman or boy, 
· · he may be ·killed with impunity by the victim of the violence, or by the 

victim's father .or brothers or sons: . -_. . - .- . 
(d) If a husband' discovers his wedded wife ·being raped and kills the at-
tacker,· .. -- · · · 
the law will regard him as innocent. ·- · . 
(e) If a man kills someone while saving the life of his father (provided 
the latter is not committing a crime),.or while rescuing his mother ·or 
,children or brothers, or the mother of his children, . 
.he shal! be completely innocent .. 

ATHENIAN:,Let.us assumewe·have completed our legislation concerning 
the training and education that the soul needs during a man's life (a life 
that is: worth the living if these needs are· met, but not if they are not), 
and the penalties that should apply in cases of death by violence. We have 
discussed, too, the training and education cif the. body, and the related 
topic in this case is the violent .treatment, yoluntary or involuntary, of one 
man'by another,Sofar-.aswe can,..we must distinguish the various catego­
ries, see how many there·are, and say what penalties will be appropriate 
for. each. It looks as if this could properly form the.next subject of our legis-
lation.: · · . : · · · 

Even the biggest bungler you could find among would-be legislators 
will put cases 0£ wounding and' mutilation -immediately after cases of 
murder. Woundings ought.to be distinguished as murders were: some are 
inflected involuntarily, some in anger, some through fear, while others are 
committed voluntarily .and with ·premeditation. A preliminary address 
must be given about all these categories as follows: -
·' . .It is vital. that men· should -lay <lowµ laws for themselves and live in 
obedience to them; otherwise they will be indistinguishable from wild 
animals of the utmost. savagery. The reason is this: no man has sufficient 
naturai: gifts 'both to· discern what ·benefits men fa their· social relationships 
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and -to be. constantly ready and able to put his knowledge to th~, best 
practical use. The·first difficulty is to r~alize _tha_t ~he,proper object of true 
political skill is not the interest of private mdividu~ls bu~ the common 
good. This is what, knits a·state together, whereas private. mterests ~ake 
it disintegrate. If the publicinterest is well served, rather than the private, 
theri. the individual and .the community alike. are benefited. 

The second difficulty is that even if a man did get an adequate theoretical 
grnsp of thE; t~th of all tltis, he ,might th~n attain a positiqn of, a~solute 
co'nfrol over a: 'state; with.no one to .call him to account. In these circum­
stances he wouid never have the courage of his convictions; he would 
never devote his life to promoting the welfare. of the community. as his 
first concern, making his private interests take second p~ace to the public 
good. His human nature will always driv~ hirr_i to look t~ his own adv~ntage 
and the lining of his own poc~et: ,An, irrational av01danc~ .of pam .and 
pursuit of pleasure will dominate his character, _so that-he .w1~l prefer the~e 
two aims to better and m0re righteous paths: Blmdness, self-imposed, will 
ultimately,lead the man's whole being, and the.entire state'. into a morass 
of evil. But if ever by the grace of God some natural, gemus were born, 
and- had the chance to .assume-such power, :he would ·have no need of 
laws to control him. Knowledge is unsurpassed by any law or regulation; 
reason, if it is genuine and really enjoys its natural freedom,-should have 
universal power: it is not right. that it: should. be under th~ ~ontrol of 
anything else, _as though· :it .were some_ sort :of slave.· But as it 1s, such a 
character is nowhere to be found, except·a hint of.it.here.and there,That 
is why we need to choose the second alternat~ve, law and-r~gu~~ori., which 
embody general principles, but cannot provide for every mdividual case . 
. I have pointed this· out because we are now ·going to .settle the· penalty 

or fine to be-imposed on someone .who has wounded or harmed so_meone 
else. Anyone could quite easily and properly take-us up on any pomt and 
ask: 'What.attacker; ,what wound, what victim do you mean? -How was 
the attack made, and.w-hen?.The·circumstances ofthese cases differ in a 
thousand and one different ways.'. Now to leave all these details to the 
judgment of the courts is impracticable; and ~qu~lly·impractic~ble to leave 
them none. In every case, however, one pomt m parhcular s_imply must 
be left to the·courts: in each separate ~nstance, they must decide whether 
the crime did in fact take place, or not. But on the other hand it is hardly 
feasible·to produce laws oneself to cover every case;serious_or trivial; ?ne 
can scarcely leave the courtsmo discretion at all about the £me or pumshc 
ment that ought to be imposed on a criminal of this kind. , · · 

_ CLINIAS: Well, then, where.do ,we.go from here? - . · 
. ATHENIAN: We conclude that some details ought to be left to the courts, 

but not others; these should be regulated by the legislator. · . · 
. . CLINIAS: Which points, then, ought to be in the legal code, and which 
ought .to be referred to the judgment of the courts? : . . · . 

ATHENIAN: In this connection,,here's the next.thing to notice: sometimes 
we find in a state that the juries are:useless, dumb-things; theindividual 

,iii, 
' . 
I 
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j~rymen keep their opinions a mystery known only to themselves and 
give their decisions by secret ballot. It's ·even more 'serious:when so 'far 
from keeping silent when they hear.a: case they make a tremendous distur­
b~nce as though they were in ~ thea!re, ~nd hurl shouts of applause or 
disapproval at the speaker ~n either si~e m turn. All this puts the state at 
large mto an awkward predicament. Iris.a wretched business to be.forced 
to_ lay down_ laws for courts of that type, but if one is forced, the right 
thmg ~o _do is to han~ ~ver to thei;n the assessment of penalties only in 
~ery tri~ial cases, providmg for the majority in explicit laws of one~s own­
if, .that 1s, one ever does legi~late·for a state··organized in this way.·-But in 
a c~untry where ~he regulat10n of the courts is as satisfactory as can be 
achie~ed and the Jurymen-to-be have received a good education and ·been 
e~amu~ed by all km~s of tests, i~ is right and prop~nogrant themcomplete 
di~c~et10n on all pomts to do with the punishments'or fines that convicted 
cnmmals should suffer. 'In the present case we cannot be blamed if we 
leave to their discre!ion the_~ost fre9uent and,important points that arise, 
because.they are pomts which even inadequately educated jurymen ·could 
grasp a~d apply: when they have to give each' individual crime a ·penalty 
appropriate both to the d~mage.done and to the wickedness which is at 
the root '.of _the _ac;tual deed> We b'elieve;: fn fact; thatthe people for whom 
we,are legislatmg·may v\;'ell turn out,quite conspicuously able judges of 
these matters,· SO' we :should leave· most decisions to the\.n.· Even so · in 
eriacti1:g earlier _parts. of ·our- legal code; >we mentioned the practic~ of 
sketchmg,some examples of penalties.,.:::,m6dels for :the judges to imitate, 
to stop them exceeding 'the due limits• of justice: We: suited the action to 
the word: it was the ripht your~e. then and .it is the right course now, as I 
once agam resume··our legislati9n. · ' · · · · · · 

: . Our l~~ oi1'~?~~11np,H~e~; sho~ld .be \Vrittenin t~e following' te~ms: 

53 A If ; marn :cteiib~r~telyi~tends t~ kill a fellow citizen, (unles~ the 
latter is one·of those whose·death is san~tioned by the law [52(a-e)], and 
wounds him without bein~ able to kill him, no pity should be wasted 
0:1 the manwh? has inflicted a' wound with thaf'sorh:if :fntentiori.:'he 

.• should·be treated wit~ no ni.ore respec'ftha.n a killer,and made to stand 
trial for ni.tfrder: . • . . . .. . . ·. . . . . . ! . ' . . • . . : .-

But we should have due :respect for the luck that ha~: ~;ved hi~ fro~ total 
ruin, and forhis guardian angel too, who in pity for the. attacker and the 
wounded man ~as stopp~d the·injury of the latter from proving fatal, and 
prevented the disastrous,illluck ofthe•former from bringing a curse down 
~pon_ his head. We should duly thank his guardian spirit ari.d not obstruct 
its wishes: · · 

53 A .. ~ont.' - . 

He who has inflicted th~ ·~ound ~hall be spared tn~ death penalty, but 
he must suffer life-long banishment to some neighboring state, with full 
freedom to enjoy all the income from his property;, he must pay full 
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compensation for whatever injury he has done the wounded _man, t~e 
sum to be assessed by the court that tries the case. (The court will consist 

· of the same people who would have tried him for murder if his victim 
had died of the wounds sustained.) · · 

.· B, ·If with ::;imilar premeditation · 
. (a) a childwounds his parents, or 

. L(b) il slav.e wounds,his master, ·· 
, ·death is to. he the penalty. , 
. C. If si.milarly . . · -. ,., •. ·· ,1 .. · 

, (a) a brothi;r wounds a brother or a sister, or 
. ·(b) a sister_wotlnds a brother or a sister; · · .. . · 

. and is convicted of wqunding. with premeditation, 
; -:·depJ}; is tp be the penalty. ·:. :_ . 
· D·If with intentto kill , . . . , 

-(~) a wife wounds her husband, or • 
(b) a· husba11d wounds his wife, · · . ·. ·' ·. '· . · · · · 

. he or. she must go into permanent exile. If .they ha"'.e _sons or. daughters 
who are still in their minority, .the trustees must admm1ster their property 
in trust,: and care for the children.as though they. were o:phans: If 

.. ,the offspring are adult; they s~o.ul~ ·themselves take po~se~;10n of the 
. property, .and be und~r no obhgat10n to. support the e_x1le .. If any~ne 
who succumbs to such misfortune is childless; the relatives of the e~ile, 
as far as the children of the cousins on both the male and f~male side, 
.ml!.st hold a:. meeting, and in consultation· with· th: Guardians of the 
Laws appoint an heir for this property, the 5048,th m the state. · · 

(They ~hould i~ok'at the matter i11: the fsllo~lng Hght:'~one of the 5040. 
farms. belongs to its occupant or his family m genera~ as much as to the 
state which is entitled to it not only as a piece of pubhc property but also 
a? jt~ own private possession; and tp.e state. bught_ tb do its best to keep 
its own properties as holy and prosper~us·as poss1bl~.) Therefor~: 

, ·54. when one ·of the properties f~lls ~~ay f;~~ this.condition otho_liness 
' I and prnsperity to i:,UCh all extent. that the I:'OSSeSSOr l:11ves no children 

to succeed him, being unmarried, or married but chddless,. and meets 
his end convicted of . . 
(a) (i) deliberate murder; or -' . . . . ·. . . . . ' . '. . -
· . . (ii)- some other crime against gods or. citizens for which the death 
. · penalty is specifically laid down bf law, or -if·· · . . · · 
(b) .someone without male issue goes mto perma~:nt:exile, . . 
first-of all, this property must be cleans~d and punf1:d acc?rdmg to law, 
then the relatives must hold the meetmg we mentioned Just now, and 
in consultation with the Guardians of the Laws pick out a family th~t 
has the best reputation for virtue of all the families in the state and 1s 

' :1 . . ' . ' . 

10. Reading-me· for: ede in c6. 
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• at the same :time •fortunate enough to have produced ·several children. 
One of these they must adopt on behalf of the deceased' s father and 
forebears, who will receive him as their son; from them he will take his 
name, which should be an omen. of good fortune: The relatives· should 
pray that as a result of his adoption he will bring them children, and 
guard the hearth ahd look . after the" family .affairs, both sacred and 
secular, with .greater success thari:·his adoptive father enjoyed: In this 
way .they should._instaU him, according tci law, as heir to. the property. 

. (c) When such disasters as we have mentioned. [54.(a,b)] overwhelm 
the sinne,r, : · , : . 

· ·, t~ey sho~ld let him lie nameless. in his grave; childless and deprived of 
' hrnfam1ly ,estat~. : ·. < • ' • • , ',, • • c , , '- ; · ._ -, , . . • :_ 

We ca1,1 ~ee~J;ia,!,.i_t .is_ IWt univ~rs~lly tr~eth~tor{e district ~~-t~nds right µp 
to the boundary of another. In some cases there is a no man's land in 
bet~een, w~ich will extend so as. to touch_ ~ither boundary an~ occupy 
an intermediate position between the two. This, we said, 11 was true ofan 
art d,<?1}~ in ~ngfr. it_falis somewh~re be~wee~ v~hmtary andi~voluntary. 
Oµr regulahons c:orn::erning .~ound/ng}nflicted in anger should. therefore 
run as follows: · · ·· · · · 

55 A Ha man is found guilty, and_ 
· (aJ the wound turns out to. be cutaB1e; 
he must'pay double damages; · ;,., -
,(b) if it is inc_urable,. •-: ._ <:: . ' 

. ~e must'pay qua:i:Irupie 'damagei. ' ' 
(s) If he has. inflicted a wound,' which,. thottgh curable, hlakef the 
wounded man feel a'cutely einba'rrasse'c!. and 'ashamed, ' ' ' . 
he must pay triple damages.· · · · · · · .·. '· · · 

.- B. ff one man wou11ds another a~d i11jures no_t. qi:ily his victim. but 
,the state,. by r~rtderin'g him unable to 'defend his.• fatherland against 

·, the:enemy' .'•. ·: ... · .-, : '' .'.: .. , .. ,. ' . ',, . :, ' . ' ' 

,. he must, ii/ addition to' the otherp~nalties, ~~ke rejtifotio~'to the .state 
f<;>r the !oss it ha( sustained, viz: , he mtist 'perforlll pot only hi~)wn 

.. : UJ:ilita:ry service but t_hatof the iiic~pactt~ted pers:on: as well by s_erti,ing 
"-iri' the army on his behalf ' ' ''·' -_ . ' ; ' '_ ·--.. ' ' . . .. 
· -c. Ifhe fails' so 'to serve;· , .' · ' ' .-, · . . . . 

:'.·~(shall.be•lia~leunder the iaw to 'J·ch~rge of evadin'g:mil.it~ri sJrvice; 
'. at the hands of anyone who wishes. ' ' - ' ; ' . . : . 

A cont. The assessment of the damages, double, t,riple,. or qu~dj:-upie, 
must be lllad~. b_y: t~ej1;1dges ~ho found ~i~ g1:1ilty. ·· · .·· ··.·: : ·, 
D. If one r~lativf:! wounds another in any of the.se·':Vc1ys, ··. ·. . .. 
the fellow 'dansmen and close relatives, 'male and female, as far as sons 
oftousins on both _the maJe anci 'femaie side,' rfrust hold a meeting, and 

:·,. ' • • • i • ' ; • : J ' - ' - ' '. : • : '' ' ' ' • "l '_.' ' '' ,, r • , .. _ - ,, ~~ :. . ' . , r -

11. See 866d-867c. 
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. , , when they have reached their verdict, they must entrust the assessment 
, , , to the natural parents. If the assessment is challenged, the assessment 
: of the relatives on the male side must be taken as final: If they· cannot 
. agree.themselves, they must, in the end, hand over the matter to the 
.Guardians of the Laws. · · 
E. When children inflict this kind of wound on their parents, it is essential 
for .the jttdges to be: parents.over sixty years of age who have children 

.. of.their own and not merely adopted ones. Ifa man.is found guiHy; 
. ·these judges must decide whether a:man who·could do such a thing as 

this should die, or whether the penalty should be something even more 
severe,12 orperhaps something a trifle less:severe. Non·e of the relations of 
the culprit should act as a judge, not even if he is of the age required bylaw. 
F. (a) If a slave wounds a free man in anger, . . 

: the owner must hand him over to 'the •wounded man;:wh6 may treat him 
. in whatever way he likes. 

(b) If the owner fails to hand him over,. 
r · he must remedy the damage himself. _ 
. (c) If anyone alleges that the affair is the result of collusion between the 
slave and the wounded party; he must contest the' point at law. If he 
does not win the case, · 
he must pay triple damages. . . .. . . . . ,, · 
If he does win, he must prosec,'llt~ th~ a~thcir pf the collusion with the 
slave on a charge of kidnapping: · · .. •. . . · 
56. If anyone involuntarily wounds someone else, . . • . . 
he must pay simple damages. (No legislat_or is capable of regulating the 
wor,~i;ngs q~ chance) T~e judges ar~ to be t~e same as those appointed 
to 'try children vyho wou11<i t.heir parents; and they ~ill have the duty 
of assessing the amount of the damages. . . 

ArHtN'r1N: All the injuri~s we have so f~r mentioned involve the use of 
violence, and so too do the various kinds of assault.. In these cases, t,he 
point that evew man, wo.man and child should bear in mind is this: , 

Age is always very much more highly regarded than youth, and this is 
s(iboth among th~ gods an~I ar1ong rrien1 .if they intend to live in security 
and. happiness. Therefore, the assault of an ?ld,er inan by a younger ,in 
public is a disgusting sight, and the gods hate to seejt. No young man 
\\Tho is struck .9Y ,m old man should .ever make a fuss, but put up with 
his bad temper, arid 'sci establish a claim to sfrnilar respect when he h,imself 
grows old. . . , . . . , , . · 

Our law, then, should run as follows: . , . . · , 
Everyone in our_commu1;1ity must .show, !Jy his words and actions, 

i;esp!;'!Ct for his seriipi;. A_ 111.ci.n should. avoid crnssing any pers~n (male or 
fer1,ale) who is'h/ei;ity years older than ,himself, reg~rdirig ,him or her in 
the same way as he would his father or mother. For the sake of the gods 

12. Such as deprivation of burial. 
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of birth, he m~st always_ ~~ep himself from s~riking anyone old.enough 
to have been hrs pa:ent: Similarly, _he must~efram from striking a foretgner, 
whether the latterrs a long-est~bhs~ed .res1dent,or a recent immigrant. He 
must never go so far as to'pumsh such a person by hitting him· either by 
attacking him first, or in .self-defense.: ..... ' . . : . ' ' . '' ,· .. 

' 57 A: (a) If he thi~ks th:e f~r~ig~~r\; u~ruly ~-nd 
0

insol~n~ in an att~ck 
o:1 hm~self, an~· ?eed~ to be pu11isheq, lle must· arrest him a:nd· take 
him'. without .hrttmg, hnn, to the court of the CitysWardens, so that the 
fore1g:1e.r may learn to banish all thoughts of ever striking a citizen ag~in. 
The City-Wardens must ta~e them.an and interrogate him, ~ith proper 
resp;edJor_the god who rs J~e protector, of foreigners. If in fa!=t.the 
fore1~ner seems to have be~n m the wrong in-.striking thedtizen, .. 
. the ~tfy-Wa.r4_ens must put a stop to .this unruliness, sq characteristic of 
,afore1gn~r; they must give hil]l as many strokes of the lash as:will equal 
· the number of blows he. himself inflicted. . , . ·, 

. , .(b) Ithe is:nqt in .. the wrong, · -- _, _ .·· · .. _ . , _ . . . · _ · . , . , 
they m~st warn and rebuke Jhe- man wh9 made the arrest, and dis~iss 
~~~~ ' .. 

· Kif one man ·strikes· another who 
: (a) is'about the' same age, or .. 
. (b) is older, but has rio children; ' ': ' : : ... 

. \w~e~h'ei:' the attacke(is an old man strikfo:g _an ~ld meyn, or ay6ung inan 
.. s~~I~mg ~. r,oun? man, the man attacked must defend himseWby naturai 

.'. mea~s~wrth ·~1s ·?~n bar7 hands, ~ithout. a o/eapon. Bufif a man ~ver 
forty years of age has ,the face to fight someone whether· · 

· · (i) ne strikes the first blow 6i: , ;, · · ' · '. · , ' · : 
. . (ii) fights in self-defense~ ' ' ' . , . 

. he f!!fll ge~ th.e rep1;1tatfo:ti. ofbeing anu;ndvilized boor with the manri~i-s 
·. O~ a ~l~ve~ arid. _this. ignom\niotis punishme~l w!ll. Serve him right.; ' . 

A man who is easily persuad~d by :these '.words. o/exh.ortati6n .viil giv~ 
us no trouble; but stub~ompeople; who ignore the preamble, ought to be 
re~dy totak~ more nohce 1ofthe following regulations: 

~'. If ~nyo:1e strikes~ ~-a11,tw;nt;. yea;s qr U-:~re ~is se~iQr, anyb;~ta~de~, 
. if h~ rs. rwrther.of th_e.sam~ age nor,ygunger.than the .COJJlbi:ltants, should 
.. .sep~rate -them; . , · .... : . . , , . . · · · · · 

.. or b~,treated .~nder the la~:~s~ ~r-etched·c~ward. 'it he .is o/th~ same' 
ag~ ~s ,the pe~_son attacke,d, .or yo~nger, he ~hQuld·go to his as_sistaI].ce._ 
as rt 1t·were_ hrs own brother m: fath~r b~ing wronged, 0I'.some. still more 
s.en.ror relative. . 

_ D. In addi!ici,n, the man who darks i:ostrike his senior as·defiried13 must 
- . 'stand trial for assault. If he loses 'the d1se . : · · ·. .. , '. ,· . · ·• · 

·:.'. - ,'. . ' . 

13. Le., someone twenty years older,: 
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he must be imprisoned for not less than a year. Ifthe court fixes a longer 
imprisonment, the period it_ decides on shall stand. 

· E. If a foreigner, or a resident alien, strikes a man twenty years or more 
his senior, the same regulation [57C] about assistance from passers-by 
shall be enforced in the same way as before" 
(a) A man found guilty of such a charge, if he is a foreigner not resident 
in the state, · · · · 

.· must pay his penalty, by spending two. years in prison. 
· . '.(b) If it is a resideht alien who is ih breach of these regulations, 

he.must go tcfprison for threeyea:rs,·.excepMhat the· court may spedfy 
a longer period by-way of penalty: ' 

<F . .The passer-by who· comes· across any-of these cases of assault and 
does not give assistance as required by'law ( ,,, ' 
·must'be-fihed: a member of the first property-class one hundred drach-
mas; a member o(the second ·fifty drachmas; a member of"the third 
thirty drachmas, and a meinber of the fourth twenty drachmas: The 
court in such cases is to consist of the Generals; Company~Cominanders, 

·Tribe-Leaders. and· Ca:valry-Comrnariders. -· ' 

· Some laws, it seems, are made for the benefit of hon~st men, to t~ach 
them the rules of association that ha~e t'o qe OQE.'eryed if th~y are t,o ,live 
in friendship; others are made for those. who refuse t_o be instructed_ and 
whose natui;ally .tough hatµres have nqt been. softened enougl} .to stop 
them_ turni11g to ,~bsolute yke. It. wili be they wlio_ }ave! prompted the 
points I am jl,lst going to make, and,it is for their-benefit that the lawgiver 
will'be compenedto produce his laws, although he wp~ld .yish never to 
find any occasion to use them. Consider a m~m who will dare to lay hands 
on his fa'ther or mother or their forebears by way of yiolent assault. He 
will featneith,er the wrat11: of tpe gods aboye nor t~e punishm_ents said to 
awaithim in:the grave; he will,hold the ancient and.universal tradition 
in contempt; on the stre~gth of his 'knowledge' in ~ field where he is in 
fact a total ignoramus. He will therefore turn criminal, and will stand in 
need of.some extreme deterrent: Death, ·however,·is not an extreme and 
final penalty; the sufferings said.to be.in ·store for these people·rin the world 
to come are much more extreme than that. But although the threat of these 
sufferings'.is no-idle one, it, has no detettent-effecf at-all on souls like these. 
if it did, we should never have ·-to:·'deal with assaults on inothers, and 
wicked and presumptuous attacks on other forebears. I conclude, therefore, 
that the punishments men suffer- for these crimes here on earth while· they 
are alive should as fat as possible equal the penalties beyond the grave. 

·:our nexfenactinent, then, should run as follows: 

9. If ,a ,man who is _not in the. grip of insanity dares to strike his father 
or mother, or their father o~ moth~r, the ftrst point is that .the passer­
by must render assistance as provided in former cases. 
(a)(i) If the resident alien renders assistance, 
he shall be invited to a front seat at the games;. 

,,. 
Laws IX 

· . : (ii) if he does· not rerider assistance 
'. he must go into·permanent exile:frorn'the land.· 
' ,(b)(i) If the non-resident alien renders assistance ' 

·he shall be commended. . , ·. '. · 
(ii) If he does not render assistance; · 

he must be reprimanded. , ·: · .·. . : '"i'. · 

(c)(i) If a slave renders assistance · 
,.he_shallbesetftee.·' ,c:-:,.·.'' '· .' !' 

- . · · .(ii) If he does ·not rehder,assistanc~ .·•.-, 
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he must receive a hundred strokes of ;h~ ,lash. 
If the c~i~e was committed in the market-place, the whipping should 
be admmrstered _by the Mar~et-"':atdens; if in the city but not in the 
~arket, by the City Warden m residence; if somewhere in the country-
flcl.e, by tlw_ chief Country-Wardens.. , 

., , ~d{Everyo~e ;of ,c.i;iz.~~ p~rth 'Yho rasses 6y, whethe~ m~n, woman or 
child, mu~t sh?:Bt: you WIC~ed. monst.er'. at the attac,ker~ and repel him. 
If the_pass~~-J:,y,_m~lses no atte~~tto repel him, . . · .. ·· 

1 •;he ,11'/~st be,h~bJ~,p.n.der the l~_w to a mrsi from.Zeus, gu~rdian of the 
_J~ip.rlylnd_~i:o.tector::°{JJil-r,enfs. ·. : :: ,· .'.- , , . · ·· · · 

. , 11,,If <!-, lllan IS ~-o~y1~t~~. Of ql)._ aSSi=!Ult OP: hi~ ·p~rents, . .. . . 
, ,he, 111u~.t .be per~anently_rµsttc:atep.}ro,p:t,.the city to .some other part of 
: th~ country, a11d. b~J>~l)-lled frol!l all s~cred'places:· · · · 
·. L(aPf,he ~~tu~lls t~the, city, , . __ . · : . • :,: · 

~e}?'lUS~ b~ptmi~he,d~bfcdea.tp,. •- ·_ . . . ... _ '· 
_ (b) If_ he dqe~_, no,t keep. awaffrori1:sacred' pi~~~~, ·. 
.~he C:~u.ntry-,f-\11rde~S:,IIi{ist pilI)ish h1in by. a ~hipping,' 'and by .any ·other 
me,thod q.t therr drscretimi. · · · · · · _, · · · 

J)a) ,!~.~ny /re~ 0~~ ~a~(?~ d~in{~'/n._~omp1riy_:wi,fh' sp~h,~:pers6n, or 
. _ ps~.?,9c\t~s.wrth_hrp;t.W so11'.e·~!her. s1m1lar f'\shr.on, even.by :cleliberately 
, .. ,farlJrg t?/:;ut h~moI\ n1eetu;ig, ·. ' ' - • ',' ' : ' ' ' 
'_h(must np_t- ~nter any te~ple, ?r 11:~rk~t0 pla~e,·~r 'a~y part'.oi the city, 

b~fpre he has_ l;>een pm::rfiecl, µearmg in mind .that he has comeintci 
.. sontact Y".ith ~ mis~9itune :th~t,'prings i curse_ {ip.on- a .. man: · · · · . 
;, f· ,If_ 11~ ~hsobe,ys ~he law a;nd i11 qefic1I\c~ of /{polh1fe~. teniples and city, 
, q~.Y pffic.1~( -;vl~o <irsq:ix~rs the ~act ,anci ,_does not take the man to court 
,, "".1ll fmd)li;?.tthf~ js:.one of, the qiosfs.eri()US 2ha;g~s ·~g.ainst him at 
. hrs s_crutrny.14 . · · . · · · · ·. _ - .. · • • ·, • · 

'' ti If ,a sla_ve sfri~~~; _a' f~ee ~·an; ,fm.eigri;r'.~~ citizep, .the' p~~s~r~by who 
, does not render- assistance · · · · · ·--· · 

:, m~~t P.~Y th,e Pfilalty'pre~'crjbed 'f()r,h1~ piop~~ty-~l~ss.. · · •. . . · . 
M .. !he pa_ssers~by iri c?nj~nctiol). 1"7it~- the persoµ attacked ~~st bind 
the sl_av~ and hand hiin 'over fo his victim; fhe vi~tiril 'm{ist tak~ him 

'ptit h~_m 11::.c:hains, and giv~ hiw ?,~ ma.11y s~rqkes ~f the ,whip°ashe likes: 

~4. A_t the end of their term officials had to submit to an examination of their conduct 
m office before being discharged; see 945e-947b. · · . · · · 
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provided he does not diminish the value, of.the slave to ~is ma~ter; he 
should then hand him over to the latter s legal ownership. This legal 
ownership must be subject to the following provision. Any slave who 
has struck a free man, other than on the orders of the officials, must be 
tied up; his master must receive him from '.the _as~aulted person and not 
release him before the slave persuades his victim that he deserves to 
live free of constraint. 
The same regulations should apply in all cases (a) of wo~en against 
each other, (b) of women against men, and·(c).of~en a,gamst women. 

·Book X 

ATH~NIAN: So much for cases of assault. Now.let's.state a s1i:lgle compre­
hensive rule to cover acts ofviolence. It will rt!-~ ~6re_or less Hke this. No 
ori~ may seize or make off with other people'.s prop~rty, nor use any of 
his neighbor's possessions without getting ,the per~is~i~n of the own~r. 
Contempt for this principle ha~ always _ _been (an1 s~iH ,i_s _apd_ always will 
be) the source of all the evils Ju.st ment10ned .. But_ th~re are other ac~s of 
violence too of which 'the. worst are' the _insolence and outrageous act10ns 
Jf the f oun~: These adio~s _ are most se.rio,us ,when_ .t?·ey aff~ct sacred 
objects; and the damage is particularly grave_.':'J:len it is d@e to sacred 
property that also belo1:gs to the publk1: or is,.~eld/n C?_mmo11, ~Y}he 
members of a sub-divis10n of ~he state, sue~_ as ~ tn~~, or:,some similar 
association. Second, and second in order of gravity,com~s,'wapto~ damage 
to sacred objects that a're' 'privately owne~, partic1d_arly torri~s; _third come 
attacks (apart from ~hose already dealt ~~th) on ~are~.t~. A.fourth category 
of outrageous conduct' is when SOni:eone ignorrs the WlSh~s of th~ .a~_thon­
ties an:d seizes, or removes ·or uses something' bekmging to t~-~)11 ~i~~~ut 
their permission; and any violatio_ns of the dvi~ righ\s ofthe private citizen 
which demand legal redress will constitute. a fifth class. We have to, frame 
a comprehensive law'_that will c?ver each i11p.ivid':1~l~ase,. As for robbery 
from temples, ~hether dandestme or _open a~d v10len;, we have already 
specified in general terms the appi:opnct!~ pumshme11t; 1:>~t 01:1-r state11;ent 
of th~ penalty for offerlSive remarks :a.bout the gods or outrag~m1s act~on~ 
against their interests should be prefaced ~y these words of e_xhortatio~. 

No. one who believes in gods as the _law directs ever v9l~ntar~l~ commits 
an unholy a'ct or lets any lawiess word pass h~s)ips. If he ~oes, it is _because 
of one of three possible misapprehens10ns: .either, as I s~n~, he believes (1) 

the gods do no~ exist, or (2)· _that they exist ,but .t~~e I)~ thought._ for_ the 
human race, or (3) that they are influenced by ,sct~n.fices an,d supphcations 
and can easily be won ov~r: . . . ; _ . · . · ·• 

7 CLINIAS: So ·what's the nght thmg for us to do or say to these people. 

',· 

1. See 854d ff. 

l 
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ATHENIAN: My friend, let's listen to the ridicule and scorn with which I 
imagine they put their case. · 

CLINIAS: What ridicule? 
ATHENIAN: They'll probably go in for bantering, and address us like this: 

'Gentlemen of Athens, of Sparta and of Crete, you are quite right. Some 
of us are indeed absolute atheists, whereas others do believe in such gods 
as you describe. So we demand of you what you yourselves· demanded 
of the,laws,.that before you resort to threats· and bullying, you should try 
to convince us by argument and cogent proofs that gods do exist, and that 
they are in fact above being seduced by gifts into turning 'a blind eye to 
injustice. But you see, it's precisely in these and similar terms that we hear 
them: spoken of by ,the most highly thought-of poets and orators' and 
prophets and priests and thousands of other people ·too. That's·why most 
of us make little effort to avoid crime, but commit it first and try to put 
things right afterwards. So from lawgivers who profess to use the ·velvet 
'glove rather than the iron fist we claim the right to be tackled by persuasion 
first. Even if; when you state your case 'for the existence of gods,your 
elegance of expression is only marginally superior to your opponents', 
persuade ·us that your argument is a better expression of the truth; and 
then perhaps .we'll believ:e:you. Isn't that fair enough? Well then; try to 
reply to. our challenge.' 
: CLINIAs: Well sir, don't _you think that the gods' existence is an easy 
truth to explain? 

ATHENIAN: -How?· 
CLINIA.s: Well, just look at the earth and the sun and the stars and-. the 

universe in gerieral; look at the wonderful processit)n of the seasons and 
its articulationiinto year~ and months! Anyway, you know that all Greeks 
and an foreigners are unanimous in recognizing the existence of gods.; 

ATHENIAN: My dear. sir, when I think of the contempt these scoundrels 
will probably feel-for us; I'm overcome with embarrassment-no, I with~ 
draw that word: let's say they 'alarm' me-because you don't appreciate 
the real grounds of their opposition to you. You think it''s just because they 
ean't resist temptation and desire that they ate attracted to the godless life. 

' CLINIAS: What other reason could there be, sir? ' ' 
ATHENIAN: A reason which you two, living rather off the b'eate:ri track 

as· you. do, simply: wouldn't appreciate. It will have completely passed 
you by. · · · · · 

· CLINIAS:·What are you talking about now? 
ATHENIAN: A form of ignorance that causes no end of trouble, but whfrh 

passes for the height of 'wisdom. ' . 
· CuNIAS: How·do you mean? 

ATHENIAN: In Athens a number of written works ;are current which are 
not found in :your states (which are, I understand; too well run to tolerate 
them). The subject of these writings (some of which are in verse, others 
in prose) is theology. The most ancient accounts, after ,relating how the 
primitive substances__._the sky qnd so on-cani.e intq being,· pass -rapidly 
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